
 
 
 

FAMILY LAW WATCH LIST ORDERS 
 
 

1. The Australian Federal Police have a suggested form of order on their 
website www.afp.gov.au/policing/family-law/family-law-kit 
 

2.  The suggested form of order that currently appears is: 
 
That Until Further Order each party (first name, second name, surname and date of 
birth of each party) their servants and/or agents be and are hereby restrained from 
removing or attempting to remove or causing or permitting the removal of the said 
child/children (first name, second name, surname and date of birth of each child) 
from the Commonwealth of Australia AND IT IS REQUESTED THAT the Australian Federal 
Police give effect to this order by placing the name/names of the said child/children 
on the Family Law Watchlist1 in force at all points of arrival and departure in the 
Commonwealth of Australia and maintain the child’s/children’s name/names on the 
Watch List until the Court orders its removal. 

“Sunset Clause” 

11. The Family Court and the Federal Circuit Court have conducted discussions about 
incorporating a sunset clause into Family Law Watch List Orders to make sure that the 
orders do not outlive their usefulness. The Federal Police say that there are currently 
over 11,000 names on the Watch List but they estimate that only about 3,000 are 
current. The problems caused by out-dated Watch List orders will be discussed a little 
later in this paper. 
 

12.  The two Courts have agreed on draft orders2 which practitioners should consider:  
a. Each of (insert name(s) of party or parties to be restrained) and their servants 

or agents be and is/are restrained from removing or attempting to remove or 
causing or permitting the removal of (insert names, birth dates and sex of 
relevant children) from the Commonwealth of Australia. 

b. (Insert name(s) of child or children) be and is/are hereby restrained from 
leaving the Commonwealth of Australia. (This order is optional). 

c. It is requested that the Australian Federal Police give effect to the preceding 
order(s) by placing the name(s) of the said child or children on the Family Law 
Watch List in force at all points of arrival and departure in the Commonwealth 
of Australia and maintain the child/children’s name(s) on the Watch List for a 
period of two years (or insert specified different period). 

d. Upon the expiration of the period referred to in the immediately preceding 
Order and subject to any further order of a court of competent jurisdiction, 
the Australian Federal Police will cause the removal of the child or children’s 
name(s) from the Watch List. 

 


