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Hard Copy and EBook

"Ask us for a one week Free Trial" by going to: 

www.thefamilylawbook.com.au 

Use CONTACT US and include the words 

Promotion Code: FLPA 
to receive a subscription bonus.

Dear FLPA member

Welcome to the 2017 FLPA year. 

It has been an exciting and busy year already for the FLPA 
board as we have been busily planning some new and 
exciting professional development and networking events 
for you all for the year ahead.  

Our very popular Twilight Seminars will kick off on 
Wednesday 29 March when Joe Box of Grant Thornton will 
present to members on ‘The Good, the Bad and the Ugly of 
Valuations’.   This Twilight seminar, along with many others 
we have planned throughout the year can be attended via 
webinar so all of our members based outside of Brisbane 
have the opportunity to attend. 

There are also some exciting new professional 
development initiatives planned, the first of which will 
be an afternoon workshop with streams for our more 
experienced members and early career lawyers, to be 
followed by twilight wine tasting – a perfect opportunity for 
all to share their different experiences and perspectives 
and get to know each other.  

The planning for the Family Law Residential is also 
well underway.  A key event in the FLPA calendar, 
the Residential will be held from Thursday 13 July to 
Saturday 15 July 2017 at the Sheraton Mirage Resort on 
the Gold Coast.  As many of you know the Residential 
was established by FLPA over 30 years ago, and has a 
very special place in FLPA’s history.  Each year so many 
of our members comment on how much they enjoy the 
Residential – particularly the opportunity to get to know 
other FLPA members.  Please mark the dates in your 

calendar as the 
line-up of speakers 
and the social 
events planned this 
year are not to be 
missed and watch out for 
further details. 

A big thank you to those of you who responded to the 
recent calls for submissions for the Residential – the 
response has been very positive and there are many 
ideas from FLPA members which have helped to shape 
the program for this year’s event.  We are keen for any 
members interesting in sponsoring a stand or a session at 
the Residential to please get in touch. 

The FLPA board and I are here to assist all members so 
please do not hesitate to pick up the phone, send an email 
or come up and say hi at the next FLPA event if there are 
ideas you would like us to be aware of or issues you wish 
to raise.  

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you at a FLPA 
event very soon.

Warm regards

Fiona Caulley 
President 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

www.thefamilylawbook.com.au
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FAMILY VIOLENCE 
AMENDMENTS 
– FLPA’S JOINT
LETTER TO THE AG
FLPA’s submissions subcommittee has recently 
provided comments on the proposed amendments 
to the Family Law Act to respond to family violence.  

FLPA assisted by providing comments to QLS to 
incorporate into submissions about the proposed 
amendments. 

In a February letter, FLPA and the QLS stated that 
they support the proposed amendments on the 
basis that the family law courts remain the primary 
forum for the resolution of family law matters. 

The letter made it clear that there was not 
support for any measures which seek to transfer 
responsibility for the current unacceptable backlog 
in family courts to state courts. 

It also took the opportunity to again emphasise the 
impact of the current delays in the Federal Circuit Court 
and Family Court of Australia by expressing significant 
concerns on some of the specific clauses in the Draft 
Exposure of the Bill.

One of the most concerning of the proposed 
amendments was that relating to the broadening of 
state and territory courts’ family law jurisdiction. 

Although we acknowledge there are clear benefits 
in allowing state and territory courts to make orders 
under the Family Law Act, there are also concerns that:

a) Family law is a highly specialised jurisdiction.

b) The support services currently provided in
the family courts are essential and are not
currently  available in state and territory courts.

c) Proposed amendments will increase the
demand on legal assistance services but this
is already under-resourced and is facing

imminent and significant funding cuts.

Issues with several other clauses were also raised in 
the letter. Click here to read the full submission to the 
Attorney-General.

Anne-Marie Rice BA LLB (Hons)
Nationally Accredited Mediator

Registered Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner 

For details see www.ricemediations.com.au or ph: (07) 3253 7117
Available throughout Qld, NSW and Vic – travel costs include airfares/accommodation only

“Recommended Family Lawyer”
Australia – 2017 Doyle’s Guide to the Legal Profession

“Leading Family Lawyer”
Queensland – 2017 Doyle’s Guide to the Legal Profession

“Pre-eminent Mediator”
Queensland – 2017 Doyle’s Guide to the Legal Profession

www.ricemediations.com.au
http://goo.gl/QF4syX
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RESEARCH 
UPDATE FROM 
MARGARET VOIGHT 
– INAUGURAL DI
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP
WINNER
The winner of FLPA’s Inaugural Di Smith Scholarship 
has submitted her thesis and will soon be awarded 
her Doctor of Juridical Science from QUT. 

FLPA awarded Margaret Voight the Di Smith 
Scholarship in late 2008 to provide assistance for 
post-graduate study towards a Master of Laws 
(Research) or Doctorate of Jurisprudence or Doctorate 
of Philosophy when the research component involved 
the study or practice of family law. 

Margaret’s proposed research thesis “Is a view 
better than a wish? Children seen and not heard? 
Considering the child’s view in parenting disputes in 
Australian Family Law Matters” was a clear winner. 

Proud to support this research for the ongoing 
development of the practice of family law, FLPA is 
pleased for Margaret that her thesis is now complete. 

Margaret said her thesis explored the significance of 
and the intended purpose of the child ‘custody’ law 
2006 and child ‘voice’ provision amendments to the 
Family Law Act of ascertaining a child’s view instead of 
a child’s wish.  

“This thesis conducted both doctrinal and qualitative 
analysis to examine whether parliament intended 
that the amendment would translate to a change in 
statutory meaning which should in turn change the 
way Independent Children’s Lawyers practised and 
Judges determined cases,” Margaret said. 

She said the thesis recommended legislative 
amendments to the Family Law Act to facilitate a 
clearer legislative pathway for a child’s voice to be 
heard in parenting disputes.

Margaret very generously donated a significant part 
of the final payment from her scholarship back to 
FLPA to put towards educating our members about 
wellbeing and resilience for the legal profession 
– a topic which is close to her heart following her
attending the Modern Family Lawyer Workshop held
in Townville in November 2016 where Immediate
Past President, Clarissa Rayward and President, Fiona
Caulley each spoke on the stresses associated with
the work we do and the importance of looking after
our own wellbeing.  We are currently considering
some new initiatives for our members to put the
funds donated by Margaret to good use.

Barrister Sue-Ellen Wright is this edition’s 
lucky winner of her favourite bottle 
(within reason!!). Sue-Ellen sent us these 
great shots a top Whitsunday Peak on 
Whitsunday Island. And with one of her 
favourite things. Could be a new look for 
Sue-Ellen in court from now on? 

If you have got your FLPA cap from last 
year’s Residential, snap the FLPA cap in an exotic or interesting 
location and hashtag it #flpacap on Facebook or Instagram or 
email photo to roundtable@flpa.org.au? You too could win a 
bottle of your favourite. We will select a winner for each edition of Round Table.

FLPA CAP SNAP WINNER 

Margaret Voight

#flpacap

mailto:roundtable@flpa.org.au
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DON’T MISS 
CASE WATCH 
SUMMARIES
Here’s the latest case note prepared with much 
thanks by Brisbane barrister Paul Mason. Case notes 
like these can be found on the members’ only section 
at flpa.org.au/casewatch. If you’d like to prepare a 
case note, please email roundtable@flpa.org.au. 

Stanford: Every Player Does 
Not Win a Prize  
Chancellor & McCoy [2016] FamCAFC 256

ISSUE
This case clarifies Stanford and concerns s.90SF(3) 
[s.79(2)] “shall not make order unless…it is just 
and equitable” – there is no right to adjustment of 
existing title independently of general property law 
and satisfying the “just and equitable” requirement 
by having regard to contributions under s.90SM (4) 
[s.79(4)].

FACTS
The facts were mainly undisputed.

• professional, same sex de facto couple for 27
years

• kept financial affairs including real estate separate
• no joint account
• one paid weekly rent/occupancy fee to other
• split the bills
• no children
• cohabited after separation
• knew little of other’s finances - disparity at trial 

$1.7m to $700k

Applicant basically says after 27 years she must have 
made some contribution justifying some adjustment.

TRIAL JUDGE
Her Honour dismissed the application finding it would 
not be “just and equitable” to make any adjustment at 
all to the parties’ existing property.

The applicant failed to adduce sufficient evidence of 
her alleged contributions to two properties of the 
respondent and of any increase in their value. Other 
than those assertions there was no contribution by 
applicant to respondent’s property that having regard 
to s.90SM(4) [s.79(4)] made it “just and equitable” to 
make any adjustment order.

The Judge cited Stanford para 40-42[1] and observed 

that: 
“just and equitable” is not to be answered by 
beginning from the assumption that one or other 
party has the right to have the property of the 
parties divided between them …The power to make 
a property settlement order must be exercised 
“in accordance with legal principles, including the 
principles which the Act itself lays down”.

Her Honour held that as for “justice”, “equity” and 
“fairness” it would be unfair to the respondent to have 
to share her property after conducting her affairs for 
27 years on a mutually understood basis with little or 
no intermingling.

FULL COURT (Bryant CJ, Thackray & 
Strickland JJ) 
The Court dismissed the appeal and upheld Turner J’s 
application of Stanford to the facts.

The appellant argued it was unreasonable to expect 
domestic partners to keep records of non-financial 
contributions. The Full Court said Her Honour was 
considering whether the status quo remained just 
and equitable, so she was entitled to note that the 
absence of that evidence was relevant.

The Full Court dismissed the argument that Her 
Honour had held this [same-sex] de facto couple 
to a higher standard than other de facto couples 
in findings about their “future plans” and their 
knowledge of each other's affairs. Her Honour’s 
comments about “future plans” being relevant were 
a proper consideration on the “just and equitable” 
question in any relationship.

TAKEAWAYS
1. The assumption that an alteration is an

entitlement applies only “in many cases”, not in
“all cases”.

2. Step 1 is still to list the actual legal and beneficial 
titles to each client's assets in separate columns,
and apply a contributions based test to see if
adjustment is even needed.

3. Adduce evidence of a client’s significant non-
financial contribution to working on the other 
party’s real estate, e.g. Bunnings entries on
card statements, short affidavits from family,
snapshots up a ladder etc.

4. If you say your labour has improved the value of
the property above general market movement,
you will need valuer evidence on that question:
have the listed improvements increased the value
and by how many dollars?

[1] Stanford v Stanford [2012] HCA 52

mailto:roundtable@flpa.org.au
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ARBITRATION OPTIONS FOR  
CLIENTS WANTING AN EXIT
Edited from blog by Dan Bottrell  
(www.danbottrell.com), FLPA secretary 

With court resources in crisis and clients waiting three 
to five years in the family court system, many lawyers 
are seeking to offer alternative dispute resolution 
methods to clients – other ADR processes such as 
mediation may have been exhausted, and collaborative 
law may or may not have been tried. 

While a trial may seem like the only way to end a 
dispute, that is not always so.  For spouses who can’t 
agree on disputes, but both nevertheless want to ‘exit’ 
the Court system, they can consider arbitration to 
resolve a financial dispute.

Arbitration is essentially ‘decision-making for hire’ – 
clients pay to have a ‘private’ trial conducted. Clients 
and lawyers can choose an arbitrator to make a final 
decision in their case about property and financial 
issues. 

The arbitrator is often a retired Family Court Judge, 
or senior family lawyer (barrister from the family law 
bar, or senior solicitor). Clients will jointly instruct that 
person to determine their case, and to issue a written 
decision to bring it to an end.

For arbitrations in complex matters, they usually run 
just like a trial would run in Court.  Written evidence 
is filed beforehand.  There is oral examination of the 
spouses, and their witnesses, under oath.  Parties are 
often represented by barristers, and their solicitor 
instructs the barrister at the arbitration.  The lawyers 
deliver their arguments to the arbitrator at the 
conclusion of the evidence.  The proceedings are 

tape recorded (so that a transcript can be prepared if 
necessary).

Some parties, in cases where the resources are limited, 
or where the issues in dispute are less complex, even 
decide to have the arbitrator determine the matter on 
the written evidence, and accompanying submissions, 
only, and without a formal trial.   Similarly, where 
parties have been able to agree on all aspects, save 
for 1 or 2 ‘sticking points’, they can have a limited 
arbitration, where the arbitrator determines the 
contentious issues only, allowing them to then move 
forward with their agreed outcome.

Once the arbitrator is selected, he or she will work 
with the family lawyers for each party to deal with 
the procedural matters necessary to prepare for the 
arbitration – what evidence will be required; how 
many witnesses there will be; whether there are any 
objections to evidence or other preliminary evidentiary 
matters; the length of the arbitration and the sequence 
of witnesses.   If the pre-arbitration steps run into 
difficulty, the arbitrator can conduct further hearings 
to get things back on track, and ensure that the case is 
ready to be arbitrated on the agreed day.

The Rules of Court specifically provide that, if the 
two parties are already engaged in litigation, they 
can effectively agree to suspend that litigation and 
participate in arbitration.  Further, once the arbitrator’s 
decision has been delivered, those Rules provide a 
mechanism for it to be registered in Court, so that it 
has the same effect as an Order of the Court, and is 
therefore binding on and enforceable by the parties.

Absent agreement in other terms, the costs of 

www.danbottrell.com
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arbitration (the arbitrator’s fee, and the cost of hiring 
the venue for the arbitration) are shared between the 
parties, even if those fees are paid by one party in the 
first instance.  For an experienced arbitrator, the fee 
will depend on the time required to determine the 
arbitration and prepare written reasons.  However, that 
cost is usually significantly less than the cost of a trial, 
particularly when the hidden costs of delay until the 
trial are taken into account.

For those who disagree with the arbitrator’s decision, 
it can be appealed in the same way as an Order made 
after a trial.  However, that appeal can only be filed on 
the basis that the arbitrator incorrectly applied the law 
(whereas Court Orders can additionally be appealed on 
the basis of asserted errors of fact).  Some see this as 
an advantage – the decision of an arbitrator is arguably 
harder to overturn than a decision of a Judge, making 
the arbitration process more ‘final’.

In all respects, therefore, the arbitration looks like a 
trial would, save that the clients have ‘hired’ the Judge 
(the arbitrator), and the trial is being conducted, and 
paid for, privately.

Many clients say “But my former partner will never go for 
it”.  Certainly, there will be cases when an adversary is 
immovable, and wants their day in Court, no matter 
what.  But most people are not like that – they are 
stressed by the litigation, they are worried about the 
impact of conflict on any children, and payment of the 
legal costs of the process is a subject keeping them up 
at night.  Even those who have not had to pay any legal 
costs to that point (because their lawyer has deferred 
their fees) will have in the back of their mind that 
their lawyer will require payment out of their ultimate 
settlement.

The best way to illuminate the real impact of arbitration 
is to extend an invitation to the other party to 

participate, setting out a table containing the following 
information:

* THIS INFORMATION WILL NATURALLY VARY FROM 
CASE TO CASE, AND IS FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY

As the client’s family lawyer, you will be able to 
help with the data to be inserted into this table, but 
the difference between the two options is usually 
compelling.  There are not many people who can 
ignore such significant savings in time and money.  
When cast in the following way to an adversary – you 
could be out the other side of this dispute in less than five 
months from now – arbitration becomes an attractive 
proposition for most people.

For those litigants who are languishing in the system, 
their children getting older, their businesses under 
duress, and the stress of that situation eating 
away at them day after day, arbitration can be the 
breakthrough they have needed.  With the help of 
their family lawyer, they can get ready for, and have, 
arbitration, a decision of that arbitrator giving them a 
final outcome in a matter of months, and at a fraction 
of the cost of waiting for a trial.

If your client has reached the point of ‘break down or 
break through’, take hope.  Arbitration may be the ‘exit’ 
your client is looking for. 

Option Estimated 
time to  
hearing

Estimated 
time to 

publication 
of decision

Legal costs

Litigation Not less 
than [22 

months]*

Approx. 6 
months

[$120,000]*

Arbitration Approx. 4 
months

Up to 2 
weeks

[$60,000]*
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FLPA regularly circulates a call out to members 
to volunteer at community legal centres such as 
Women’s Legal Service and Caxton Legal Centre. 
Nearly 40 community legal centres like these 
operate across the State and many FLPA members 
volunteer countless hours to help people with legal 
issues in desperate need. 

But communities will have nowhere to access 
urgent legal support within the next four months if 
planned cuts to funding go ahead.

Community Legal Centres across the country are 
facing a 30 per cent drop in funding as of July this 
year. The Queensland Government has publicly 
stated that it needs to ‘find savings’ of about 
$1.9m and that these cuts will be made in funding 
community legal centres.

Community Legal Centres Queensland Director 
James Farrell said the loss of the local legal advice 
outreach service would have a major impact on the 
most vulnerable in the community.

The National Association of Community Legal 
Centres is still hoping to convince the Federal 
Government to wind back the planned funding 
cuts.

According to Mr Farrell only half the people who 
contact a community legal centre will have access 
to the help they need.

“The remaining 50 per cent are turned away 
because we just don’t have the resources we need 
to provide help for everyone who qualifies,” he 
said.  

‘In July this year the Commonwealth Government 
will cut almost 30 per cent of funding to 
community legal centres across Australia.

“Our organisation is calling on Malcolm Turnbull 
and George Brandis to reverse this decision to 
ensure people across Queensland get the legal 
help they need and the justice they deserve.”

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRES – 
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED  
BUT FUNDING IN CRISIS
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First released in 2009, The Family Law Book 
provides family lawyers quick and easy access to 
all family law-related issues, procedures, forms 
and precedents.

Edited by former barrister and accredited family 
law specialist Rob Glade-Wright and co-editor and 
accredited family law specialist Craig Nicol, The 
Family Law Book can be subscribed to either as a 
hard copy package and delivered in a loose-leaf 
binder, or as an online electronic e-book package.

“It has been designed as a ‘one volume’ product, 
and is updated quarterly to accommodate for any 
changes in the law,” said Mr Glade-Wright. 

Hard copy subscribers receive quarterly ‘paper 
updates’ while e-book subscribers receive 
notification of the online updates. All court and 
child support practice changes are made online “as 
they happen”. 

Practice updates are emailed to subscribers every 
month.

A single subscription to The Family Law Book is 
purchased by a firm, so every family lawyer in that 
office has access to the entire service.

Mr Glade-Wright said one of the main features of 
The Family Law Book is the ‘Legal Help Line’ which 
all subscribers have access to. 

“The Legal 
Help Line gives 
subscribers 
unlimited access 
to a panel of 
family law 
specialists who 
will email answers to any legal question within 24 
hours,” said Mr Glade-Wright. 

“Since 2009, the Legal Help Line panel has 
answered well over 10,000 questions for family 
lawyers throughout Australia.”

The Family Law Book is a beneficial addition to the 
library of any family law firm, but is especially 
valuable to general and sole practitioners 
throughout Australia who may require a second 
opinion on any part of the law.

Subscribers also have access to an interactive 
‘members website’ for online forms, precedents, 
brochures and useful links.

It also has online summaries of the latest notable 
cases and an indexed archive of over 1,000 case 
notes. 

The Family Law Book is offering FLPA members 
a one week ‘free trial’. To try, go to http://www.
thefamilylawbook.com.au/ContactUs  and include 
promotion code: FLPA for your special offer.  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE FAMILY LAW 
BOOK FOR ANSWERS TO ANY 
QUESTION AND VALUABLE ONLINE 
PRECEDENTS

WANT TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS?

FLPA’s Roundtable newsletter is offering appropriate 
businesses the opportunity to communicate with 
FLPA’s 900 plus members. 

FLPA will consider advertising applications 
from businesses that are relevant to family law 
practitioners. These would include mediators, 
accountants, financial services, social services and 
other professional services as well as personal 
businesses relevant our members, such as personal 
training. 

If you are interested in advertising your business, 
space is limited to only three advertisers. Please 
contact roundtable@flpa.org.au for the advertising 
rate card and policy. 

ADVERTORIAL

mailto:roundtable@flpa.org.au
www.thefamilylawbook.com.au/ContactUs
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UPCOMING FLPA EVENTS
& OTHER EVENTS

Queensland Collaborative Law invites 
you as our guest to celebrate the 
coming of age of Collaborative Law in 
Queensland. Practised now for nearly 
30 years internationally, and more than 
10 years in Queensland, collaborative 
law is legitimately making its claim as a 
respected practice method.

Celebrate on the terrace and discover 
the similarities and commonality 
between what you do and collaborative 
law.

WHEN: 6pm, 23 March 2017

WHERE: Ozone Room and Terrace, 
Vincents,  
Level 33, Santos Place, 32 Turbot Street,  
Brisbane 

COST: FREE

RSVP: Monday, 20 March 2017

Click here to RSVP

LAUNCHING THE FUTURE OF COLLABORATIVE LAW

2017 OFFERMANS PARTNERS NORTH QUEENSLAND LAW 
ASSOCIATION (NQLA) CONFERENCE 

WHEN: Friday 18 – Saturday 20 May 2017

An unbeatable location and exceptional speakers, the Hamilton Island Conference 
is one to add to the professional bucket list. Social events will be held on Thursday 
evening and a golf tournament is planned for Sunday 21 May.  FLPA is proudly 
sponsoring a session at this event given many of our regional members attend. 
Please say hi to our regional board members, Paula Phelan from Rockhampton and 
Kate Pateman from Townsville who will be at the conference flying the flag for FLPA. 

WHERE: Yacht Club, Hamilton Island

COST: Member early bird registration is $990 until 28 April 2017.  

For more information: 
Visit https://www.o-tix.com/event/nqla for event details. 

SPONSOR THE RESIDENTIAL If your business is interested in coming
on board as a sponsor for this year's Family Law Residential, please contact FLPA 
president Fiona Caulley on fiona.caulley@pflaw.com.au. 

http://info.qcl.org.au/event-2474160
http://info.qcl.org.au/event-2474160
mailto:fiona.caulley@pflaw.com.au
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FLPA TWILIGHT SEMINAR / WEBINAR - DEALING WITH UNCERTAINTY 
IN VALUATIONS: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY

Don’t miss FLPA’s first Twilight seminar / webinar for the year (and the last of the CPD 
calendar year) presented by committee member Joe Box from Grant Thornton.

WHEN: 5.30pm, 29 March 2017

WHERE: Grant Thornton, Level 18, 145 Ann Street, Brisbane

COST: $50 FLPA members, $70 non-members

RSVP: Please click here to complete the online form and make payment by 
Wednesday, 22 March 2017.

WORLD CONGRESS ON FAMILY LAW & CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Held every four years, this conference provides an international platform for world 
leading academics, practitioners, Judges, and many others to confer, examine, 
and analyse best practices to promote the rights of children and family law issues. 
Expecting 1000 delegates, the programme has been designed to challenge and 
stimulate. Brisbane’s own Geoff Sinclair is the Chair of the Board of the World 
Congress on Family Law. 

WHEN: 4-7 June 2017

WHERE: Dublin, Republic of Ireland

COST: Early bird registration closes on 31 March 2017

For more information: Visit www.wcflcr2017.com for the full programme.

FAMILY LAW RESIDENTIAL 2017

The date is set for this year’s Residential 
– to be held again at the hugely popular
venue, the Sheraton Mirage Resort on
the Gold Coast.

WHEN: 13 – 15 July 2017

WHERE: Sheraton Mirage Resort, 
Gold Coast

More information to come. 

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE 

TWILIGHT DRINKS TO CELEBRATE 
THE ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER OF THE 
HONOURABLE JUSTICE MAY

FLPA will be holding twilight drinks in 
honour of and to thank Justice May 
for her contribution to the family law 
community as we draw near to her 
retirement in July. 

WHEN:  Wednesday, 19 July 2017 

WHERE: The Rooftop, Wesley House, 
140 Ann Street, Brisbane. 

More information to come. 

http://membership.flpa.org.au/event-2469784
www.wcflcr2017.com
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NO CHEQUES FROM 1 MARCH 

From 1 March 2017, the Family Court of Australia 
and Federal Circuit Court of Australia will no 
longer accept cheque payments.

There are a number of ways you can make 
payments to the courts.

• Filing fees can be paid online via credit/debit
card (Visa and MasterCard) when efiling at
www.comcourts.gov.au

• Lawyers and law firms can set up a direct
debit account for the payment of filing fees by
completing the direct debit request form

• Court event fees can be paid online via credit/
debit card (Visa and MasterCard) a
www.eservices.comcourts.gov.au using the
secure online payment system (once you have
received a statement with your PID number)

• Payment for all fees can be made in registries
via eftpos (CHQ or SAV), credit/debit card
(Visa and MasterCard) or by mail using credit/
debit card (Visa and MasterCard) by completing
the credit card payment form. NOTE: CHQ and
SAV options are only available via eftpos in
person.

If you do not have a credit/debit card you can buy 
a pre-paid debit card from the Post Office for a 
nominal fee. 

For more information about registering for the 
Portal see http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/
wcm/connect/fcoaweb/how-do-i/register-for-
ccp/register-ccp 

HEADS UP

ONLINE DIVORCE 
APPLICATIONS USING 
COMCOURTS 
The courts push on going electronic continues with 
lodging divorce applications online. While over 
the counter divorce applications are technically 
accepted, there are suggestions by family lawyers 
that over the counter divorce applications are no 
longer kosher. 

Divorce applications should be eFiled through the 
Commonwealth Courts Portal. Other applications 
that can be filed on the Comcourts Portal are:

• Initiating application for final and interim

• Response to an initiating application

• Applications in a case on active final orders
applications

• Response to an application on a case.

Click here for a guide to using the Commonwealth 
Courts Portal. 

Make sure you update your marketing material and 
download the new images below! These are available 
in Marketing Assistance in the member section of the 
new website. 

If you have any problems or queries, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au.

DON’T FORGET TO 
DOWNLOAD YOUR NEW 
PROUD MEMBER LOGO

DOWNLOAD  
new PROUD MEMBER logo

REQUEST A 
2016/17 Member Certificate 

https://www.comcourts.gov.au/pip/saml/authn_request?SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2000%2F09%2Fxmldsig%23rsa-sha1&SAMLRequest=eJyFkMFuwjAQRO98ReR7gk2CE1kERFtVRaIVgtBDL5VxNtRSYlOvE%2FXzmxaQqh7IXHd2Rm9mi6%2BmDjpwqK3JCYsoCcAoW2pzzMm%2BeAwzspgHF81QNvVJLFv%2FYbbw2QL6oP83KH4POWmdEVaiRmFkAyi8Ervl81pMIipOznqrbE2CUXBDq4ec8FhKHtOsVJTzAwM%2BzTKoWMXjKmXThFcx47Q8qIGo1yvW5AfrditiCyuDXhrf%2BylLQxqHNC3oRFAmkuRtIGBzobvT5rzdvymiv1McziYUT0WxCbdQagfKDzd0ugT30sfl5CRxwL9EBOd7%2FntrsG3A7cB1WsF%2Bu87JGNGOa3vU5l0qJOP56BvoaYWK&Signature=VABLSIVeJk0HMWlRYq6%2Bw8Q3WlPwxzAWLRHvYUpotenq8HNc6Ay8ywW8whO0%0Ag6pZkQofkjHviNKVWe5EiS4NpA%3D%3D%0A&ByName=pas
www.comcourts.gov.au
https://eservices.comcourts.gov.au/epod_applications/new
http://www.familycourt.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/fcoaweb/how-do-i/register-for-ccp/register-ccp
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
http://www.flpa.org.au/members/marketing-assistance/
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
https://www.comcourts.gov.au/pip/saml/authn_request?SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2000%2F09%2Fxmldsig%23rsa-sha1&SAMLRequest=eJyFkMFuwjAQRO98ReR7gk2CE1kERFtVRaIVgtBDL5VxNtRSYlOvE%2FXzmxaQqh7IXHd2Rm9mi6%2BmDjpwqK3JCYsoCcAoW2pzzMm%2BeAwzspgHF81QNvVJLFv%2FYbbw2QL6oP83KH4POWmdEVaiRmFkAyi8Ervl81pMIipOznqrbE2CUXBDq4ec8FhKHtOsVJTzAwM%2BzTKoWMXjKmXThFcx47Q8qIGo1yvW5AfrditiCyuDXhrf%2BylLQxqHNC3oRFAmkuRtIGBzobvT5rzdvymiv1McziYUT0WxCbdQagfKDzd0ugT30sfl5CRxwL9EBOd7%2FntrsG3A7cB1WsF%2Bu87JGNGOa3vU5l0qJOP56BvoaYWK&Signature=VABLSIVeJk0HMWlRYq6%2Bw8Q3WlPwxzAWLRHvYUpotenq8HNc6Ay8ywW8whO0%0Ag6pZkQofkjHviNKVWe5EiS4NpA%3D%3D%0A&ByName=pas
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ARE YOU LISTED ON THE  
NEW FLPA WEBSITE?

FLPA members not listed on the FLPA member directory on the website are missing a vital opportunity to 
market themselves. 

If you would like to ensure other lawyers, referrers and potential clients can see your details, get your profile 
up on the new website by following the instructions below. 

Make sure you are careful in the step where you click whether you would like your details to be shown 
publicly or not. If you don’t follow the instructions carefully, your profile will not show correctly. 

MEMBER DIRECTORY 
UPDATE INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Go to www.flpa.org.au. 

2.  Click on Member Login (top right) using your 
email address. 
REMEMBER: Your old password from the 
previous FLPA website will not work.

3.  You will need to click Forgot Password and you 
will be emailed a link to create a new password.

4.  Accept the Terms of Use by ticking the box  
(once only).

5.  Once logged in, go to Manage your Profile under 
the Members.

6. Under My Profile, click on Edit profile.

7.  Check your details. Add as much information 
as possible. Most information has come across 
from the old website database. Please make 
sure you check you have filled out your REGION. 
Note too that if you would like your address to be 

shown on the members’ directory, you will need 
to provide an address in the ADDRESS field, not 
just the POSTAL ADDRESS field (as this will not be 
displayed).

8. Upload a profile picture and a company logo.

9.  IMPORTANT:  
If you would like your profile to be shown in the 
FLPA member directory on the website, you must 
click into the Privacy tab and click Edit Profile, 
then tick ‘Show profile to others’. Make sure you 
check down the list of your details and ensure 
ALL THE INFORMATION you want to show is 
appropriately selected ‘Anybody’, ‘Members’, or 
‘No access’.  
Best you click ‘Anybody’ for all details.  
 
If all your individual details are selected with ‘No 
access’ but you tick ‘Show profile to others’, your 
profile will not display correctly. Click Save.

10. On My Profile, click Save.

If you have any problems or queries, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au. In future, all events and 
membership renewals will be processed online.

http://www.flpa.org.au/members/find-a-member/
www.flpa.org.au
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au


CONTACT CENTRE 
INFORMATION

CHILD SUPPORT 
CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes 
you to the Child Support 

Agency’s Care Estimator and 
Child Support/FTB Estimator. 
Bookmark it for easy access 

and reference.

View website

The Titles Office website 
for industry professionals 
includes:· the Land Titles 
Practice Manual (how to 
complete and lodge land 
registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on 

land registry forms), and the 
latest land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

FLPA’s library of family law cases 
continues to grow in Case Watch 

thanks to our army of FLPA 
members. Don’t forget to log in to 
the member section of the FLPA 
website to check out the cases 

reviewed. 
If you would like to volunteer to write a 

case for Case Watch for 2017,  
please email your interest to 
roundtable@flpa.org.au.

CASE WATCH

The ACCSA has a handy 
new website with 

information about public 
and private contact 

centre waiting times and 
operating hours. Bookmark 

it for easy access and 
reference. Also check out 

the new FLPA website for a 
list of contact centres.

www.flpa.org.au

JOIN FLPA’S LINKEDIN GROUP 

If you're on LinkedIn, don't forget to follow FLPA's group. It's a closed group,  
open only to FLPA members. Click here to find the group. 

FOLLOW US...

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/themes/child-support-and-separated-parents?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=transformation&utm_content=child-support
http://accsa.org.au/?page_id=194
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/fee-calculator
https://flpaoq.wildapricot.org/sys/login/OAuthLogin?scope=contacts_me&client_id=juo7v0abwp&response_type=authorization_code&claimed_account_id=176575&state=WaWpIntegrationLogin&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flpa.org.au%2F&waLoginAction=Member+Login
mailto:roundtable@flpa.org.au
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/profile
https://twitter.com/flpaq
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/profile
www.flpa.org.au



