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 Dear FLPA member

I am incredibly proud to be elected as the new FLPA President 
for 2017. 

While reflecting on those who have gone before me in 
leading our organisation, I appreciate what a fantastic 
organisation we have and the big shoes I have to fill.  

Our past presidents are undoubtedly practitioners who we all 
know well, who are leaders in our field and who have worked 
tirelessly over many years to make FLPA the organisation that 
it is today. I feel humbled to have the opportunity to continue 
this great work. 

FLPA is now an organisation with over 900 members, 
representing family law practitioners all over Queensland. 
We are, by far, the largest and strongest State family law 
association in the country.

I am extremely passionate about and committed to the work 
that our organisation does for its members and positively 
promoting the family law profession.  I cherish the collegiality 
and positive relationships formed with our members since 
being elected to the FLPA board in 2009.

As President, I look forward to continuing to actively engage 
with and listen to the concerns of all our members at a time 
when our industry is facing significant change and challenge. 
Innovation is required to look at new ways to expand support 
for our members and the quality and nature of services we 
provide, so that we continue to be a strong and relevant 
organisation. 

For those of you who don’t know me, I have practised as a 
specialist family lawyer since my admission in 2003 initially in 
Sydney, on the Gold Coast, and since 2009 in Brisbane.  I am 
proud to be a family lawyer. I am committed to promoting 

collegiality and 
collaboration 
within our 
profession through 
professional development 
and mentoring of our early 
career lawyers and to support each other to make the often 
stressful, emotive and challenging work we do as family law 
practitioners more sustainable.

I look forward to working with the new FLPA committee for 
2017 and to working with and meeting new FLPA members 
throughout the coming year, including as we travel around 
Queensland as part of our Professional Development 
program events for our members based in regional 
Queensland. 

In the year ahead, I invite you to contact me or other 
members of the committee with any issues facing you as 
family law practitioners, to share your ideas and actively 
engage as members of our great organisation.

 On behalf of the FLPA board, I wish you all a happy, healthy 
and safe holiday period. I hope you have the opportunity 
to take some time out to recharge the batteries, set some 
goals for new year and look forward to a prosperous and 
harmonious 2017. 

Warm regards

Fiona Caulley  
President

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

MEET THE NEW FLPA COMMITTEE  
– SOMETHING YOU KNOW AND SOMETHING YOU DON’T!

FLPA’s AGM in November has seen the 2016/17 FLPA board elected for another eventful and productive year 
ahead as well as a positive change to the FLPA constitution. 

At this year’s AGM, the constitution was changed to allow electronic voting for board positions in 2017/18. 
This will not only make administration more efficient, but will also make it far quicker and easier for members 
to have a say. 
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FIONA CAULLEY – PRESIDENT
You probably know: I have been a family lawyer for over 13 years. For the last 
three years have been fortunate to work with the great team at Phillips Family 
Law – a place where I truly enjoy coming to work each day. I am an empathetic 
lawyer and I consider it a privilege to be entrusted to advise, care and guide 
people going through separation and divorce. 

You probably don’t know: I am a lover of all things wellness, yoga, mindfulness, 
food (including healthy paleo food), fashion and beautiful things. I enjoy 
incorporating these passions into my work day rather than just on weekends.

DAN BOTTRELL – SECRETARY
 You probably know: I am a partner at Jones Mitchell Lawyers and Jack-of-All-Trades. I 
joined Jones Mitchell in June 2000 when I commenced my articles and have been working 
in family law ever since. I joined the FLPA committee in 2011. I am married with two boys 
aged eight and six. 

You probably don’t know: A few things. The first is that I am known in the office for 
saying in 50 words that which can be comfortably said in five - case in point below! I grew 
up on a farm, and could ride a horse at a very young age, and learned to drive even before 
I could see over the dashboard.  Before I studied law I did a Bachelor of Arts majoring in 
Japanese language translation.  I worked as a computer salesman while I studied law (a 
career arguably more successful than my legal career).  Competitive to a fault, I have been 
known to take backyard cricket and soccer matches way too seriously to the point that I 
have endured ongoing suspensions from friends and family.  I am prone to random bursts 
of gymnastics (I can hold a handstand for a really long time).  I consume office morning 
teas like a wolverine, and feel no guilt whatsoever about my sugar intake.   
If I could be anything else, I would be an architect or landscape gardener.

JAMES STEEL – VICE-PRESIDENT
You probably know: I am a partner at Barry.Nilsson Lawyers in the family 
law team and am a QLS Accredited Family Law Specialist. Early in my career, 
I worked in personal injury and insurance, which was very useful for me as a 
practitioner. Later, I became interested in family law because primarily it’s about 
people. I enjoy using the law to help people at what is a very difficult time in 
their lives. I became secretary of FLPA in 2012 and vice-president this year. 

You probably don’t know: I am the youngest of six children.

CLARISSA RAYWARD – IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT
You probably know: I am a director of Brisbane Family Law Centre, AKA The Happy 
Family Lawyer. I was admitted in March 2003 and have been practising family law 
since then. I am married to Oliver and we have a 4½ year old daughter London. I grew 
up in Northern New South Wales before moving to Brisbane for university.

You probably don’t know: I moved to Ireland and taught dancing there. I need coffee 
and regular exercise to get through each day. I love Gorman fashion, sequins/sparkles, 
dancing. I encourage positivity in everything.

With more than 30 per cent of members participating in the AGM elections – a very high participation rate 
in member association ranks – the FLPA committee believe online voting will push the participation rate to 
greater heights. Stay tuned until next AGM for online instructions.

And now to introduce the new FLPA board. Find out something you may know and something you probably 
don’t about each board member!
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PETER HALEY – TREASURER
You probably know: I am a director in the forensic division of Vincent’s Chartered 
Accountants. Practising accounting for more than 30 years, I have spent the last half 
specialising in forensic accounting and business valuations. 
I have been on the FLPA board for over 10 years.

You probably don’t know: When not accounting, I spend my spare time taking my 
daughter to athletics carnivals all over Australia (and often take my bike along too – 
you probably know I love my bike).

KATE PATEMAN – REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know:  I started practising law in 2003 and since that time I was 
employed in what I reference the ‘Bermuda triangle’ – Mount Isa, Brisbane, 
Townsville and rotating around those three towns for the next nine years. In 2012, 
I settled on Townsville and started my own firm, KLP Family Law. I joined the FLPA 
board in 2013. 

You probably don’t know:  I’ve been with my partner for 11 years, have four fur 
babies (all pug varieties), a cat and a pet chicken (called ‘no chicken!’). I would love 
to sell up and just foster older dogs. 

PAULA PHELAN – REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know: I am a partner at Rees R & Sydney Jones in Rockhampton.   
I started my career in insurance litigation.  I started practising purely in family law 
in 2007.  I became a member of the FLPA board in 2014. I am married with two 
teenage children and four adult step-children.

You probably don’t know: In my free time I like to go fishing around Great 
Keppel Island.

JOSEPH BOX – COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know: I am an accountant and a partner at Grant Thornton, and 
began working in 1992. I joined the FLPA board in about 2009. I am a sleep-
deprived father of four, including one year old twins.

You probably don’t know: I write left-handed but do everything else right-
handed. And no there is no truth to the rumour that I do that so my file notes 
can’t be read when they have been subpoenaed. 

CLARE DART – COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know: I have practised in family law, child protection and domestic violence 
law since 1997 in Australia, the United Kingdom and Swaziland. I have a keen interest in 
human rights law, having completed a Masters of Law in Human Rights in 2006. In addition 
to practising as a barrister, I am a registered Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner, a 
nationally accredited mediator and an arbitrator. I joined the FLPA board in 2012. When I 
am not working, I am usually outdoors, cycling, walking or just enjoying life with my partner 
and his children.

You probably don’t know: I am an intrepid explorer and traveller and find I catch the 
overseas travel bug at least once a year. At the first cultural event I attended when I worked 
in Swaziland, a Swazi warrior offered my housemate cattle for my hand in marriage. She 
warned him he would have to get the cattle to my father in Australia but he was not put off. 
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SHANNON DAYKIN – COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know:  I am the director of Daykin Family Law.   
Starting in law as a clerk in 2000 at a commercial firm, I became an articled 
clerk in 2002, and then went on a bit of a journey after my admission which 
led me to family law in 2009.  I first joined the FLPA board in 2014.  I have 
three kids all at school now and a very understanding husband!

You probably don’t know: I have a terrible (which was until now, largely 
secret) penchant for reality TV. It is a divine escape that helps me switch off.

FRASER MURRAY – COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know:  My introduction to family law, and my passion for it, began in 
2004 when I commenced employment in Judicial Support at the Family Law Courts 
in Brisbane. In the 10 years that followed, I worked in various roles and for the most 
part was an associate in the Federal Circuit Court. I was first elected to the board 
of FLPA in 2014 and am now an Associate at Carroll Fairon Solicitors where I attend 
both the Brisbane office at Wishart and Sunshine Coast office at Coolum.

You probably don’t know: I am an ex cocktail barman. I am also a constant 
gardener, keen surfer and inaccurate golfer.  

NAOMI LEWIS – EARLY CAREER COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know: I was admitted as a solicitor in 2014, having completed a Bachelor 
of Laws at UQ. I have been with DA Family Lawyers since 2013, completing my Practical 
Legal Training under the supervision of Deborah Awyzio. In 2015, I was promoted to 
associate. 

You probably don’t know: Prior to my admission, I worked as an economist for seven 
years. After living for a year in Brazil, I returned to Australia in 2012 and made the 
decision to pursue a career as a family lawyer.  I now strive to achieve three key things 
each day – continually grow my passion for family law; make my little family smile; and 
try not to kill the pot plant in my office (it’s 1 ½ years old and going strong).

REBECCA HARDING – COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know:  After working as a solicitor in family law in 2008, I was 
called to the bar in 2014. I was elected to the FLPA board in 2012 and have 
greatly enjoyed my involvement with the committee since then. I was recently 
mentioned as a ‘Leading’ Junior Counsel on Doyle’s Leading Family Law 
Barristers in Queensland for 2017. 

You probably don’t know:  My chess game is improving, but sadly I can’t say 
the same for my golf swing!

LISA FOLEY – COMMITTEE MEMBER
You probably know:  I am senior managing solicitor at DA Family Lawyers 
working here since 2006 (including a brief time overseas and at the court 
services unit of the Department of Child Safety). A new FLPA board member, I 
am currently on maternity leave after having my second child, Jude, who is three 
months old.

You probably don’t know:  I love to dance and wish I could sing. I fantasise 
about being Beyoncé, at least weekly.
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The FLPA Christmas party held at Alchemy on 1 December was once again a roaring success with more than 
200 guests attending. The summer storm passed and left a beautiful sunset over a shining Story Bridge 
backdrop. Here are a few shots from the evening. Log in to see more at  
http://www.flpa.org.au/members/photo-gallery/.

CANDID CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Top of page: Current and 
past FLPA presidents

Top Left: Happy Christmas 
gatherings

Top right: Jones Mitchell 
and the Story Bridge

Bottom left: Kay Feeney 
and her team

http://www.flpa.org.au/members/photo-gallery/.
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THE  
HONOURABLE 
TRAVIS 
LINDENMAYER 
AWARD  
GOES TO …
Past FLPA board member, The Honourable Justice 
Catherine Carew announced FLPA member, Vicki 
Jackson as the deserving winner of The Honourable 
Travis Lindenmayer award for 2016 at the FLPA 
Christmas party on 1 December. 

Awarded to a practitioner for outstanding 
commitment and integrity to the family law 
profession, Vicki was the ninth recipient of the award, 
which she received in the presence of her husband, 
who came with her from Rockhampton and her 
daughter, Anna, who is a solicitor based in Brisbane. 

In presenting the award to her long-time colleague, 

Justice Carew spoke of Vicki’s style, kindness, and 

enormous commitment to her clients and the 

profession. 

Vicki began practising law in 1974, becoming a 

solicitor and partner of South Geldard Lawyers in 

Rockhampton in 1979. She became accredited as a 

Family Law Specialist in 1997 and is also a National 

Accredited Mediator.  Congratulations Vicki!

Got your FLPA cap from this year’s Residential? Want to win a bottle of your favourite? 
Snap the FLPA cap in an exotic or interesting location and hashtag it #flpacap on 
Facebook or Instagram or email photo to roundtable@flpa.org.au.  
We will select a winner for each edition of Round Table. 

Here’s a few recent photos that started the craze!

SNAP THE CAP AND WIN  

- FLPA HAT PHOTO COMPETITION

The Honourable Justice Catherine Carew with The Honourable 
 Travis Lindenmayer and Vicki Jackson (right).

#flpacap

#flpacap

mailto:roundtable@flpa.org.au.
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The Modern Family Lawyer was the theme for the FLPA in the 
Tropics program held in Townsville in late November.

Inspiring speakers including Justice Forrest, Justice Tree and Judge 
Coker, who were part of a panel discussion about issues facing 
the profession. Barristers Clare Dart, Jennifer McArdle, and Bruce 
Thiele kept the north Queensland participants interested and 
engaged on topics focussing around The Modern Family Lawyer. 
Sessions included some interesting conversations and views on 
well-being and mindfulness in law from Fiona Caulley and on the 
future of practising family law presented by Clarissa Rayward. 

FLPA is excited to again offer the FLPA in the Tropics workshops in 
both Cairns and Townsville in 2017. Details of the Cairns workshop 
will be released in the New Year.

FLPA IN THE 
TROPICS

Make sure you update your marketing material and 
download the new images below! These are available 
in Marketing Assistance in the member section of the 
new website. 

If you have any problems or queries, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au.

DON’T FORGET TO DOWNLOAD 
YOUR NEW PROUD MEMBER LOGO

DOWNLOAD  
new PROUD MEMBER logo

REQUEST A  
2016/17 Member Certificate 

WANT TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS?
 

FLPA’s Roundtable newsletter is offering appropriate 
businesses the opportunity to communicate with 
FLPA’s 900 plus members. 

FLPA will consider advertising applications 
from businesses that are relevant to family law 
practitioners. These would include mediators, 
accountants, financial services, social services and 
other professional services as well as personal 
businesses relevant our members, such as personal 
training. 

If you are interested in advertising your business, 
space is limited to only three advertisers. Please 
contact roundtable@flpa.org.au for the advertising 
rate card and policy.

http://www.flpa.org.au/members/marketing-assistance/
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
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ARE YOU LISTED ON THE  
NEW FLPA WEBSITE?

FLPA members not listed on the FLPA member directory on the website are missing a vital opportunity to 
market themselves. 

If you would like to ensure other lawyers, referrers and potential clients can see your details, get your profile 
up on the new website by following the instructions below. 

Make sure you are careful in the step where you click whether you would like your details to be shown 
publicly or not. If you don’t follow the instructions carefully, your profile will not show correctly. 

MEMBER DIRECTORY 
UPDATE INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Go to www.flpa.org.au. 

2.  Click on Member Login (top right) using your 
email address. 
REMEMBER: Your old password from the 
previous FLPA website will not work.

3.  You will need to click Forgot Password and you 
will be emailed a link to create a new password.

4.  Accept the Terms of Use by ticking the box  
(once only).

5.  Once logged in, go to Manage your Profile under 
the Members.

6. Under My Profile, click on Edit profile.

7.  Check your details. Add as much information 
as possible. Most information has come across 
from the old website database. Please make 
sure you check you have filled out your REGION. 
Note too that if you would like your address to be 

shown on the members’ directory, you will need 
to provide an address in the ADDRESS field, not 
just the POSTAL ADDRESS field (as this will not be 
displayed).

8. Upload a profile picture and a company logo.

9.  IMPORTANT:  
If you would like your profile to be shown in the 
FLPA member directory on the website, you must 
click into the Privacy tab and click Edit Profile, 
then tick ‘Show profile to others’. Make sure you 
check down the list of your details and ensure 
ALL THE INFORMATION you want to show is 
appropriately selected ‘Anybody’, ‘Members’, or 
‘No access’.  
Best you click ‘Anybody’ for all details.  
 
If all your individual details are selected with ‘No 
access’ but you tick ‘Show profile to others’, your 
profile will not display correctly. Click Save.

10. On My Profile, click Save.

If you have any problems or queries, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au. In future, all events and 
membership renewals will be processed online.

http://www.flpa.org.au/members/find-a-member/
http://www.flpa.org.au
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
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UPCOMING FLPA  
AND OTHER EVENTS FOR 2017

ROCKING ROCKY – FLPA AT CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND LAW CONFERENCE 
FLPA once again supported 
the Central Queensland Law 
Association’s conference 
in October as part of our 
commitment to supporting 
our regionally based 
members. 

A Gold Sponsor, FLPA 
sponsored the FLPA 
Caulfield Cup Race Day on 
Saturday afternoon, which 
was another great success 
with about 100 lawyers from 
the central region. 

Here’s some fun photos at 
the race day with even some 
of the men wearing FLPA 
‘fascinators’. 

NORTHERN TERRITORY CONFERENCE

The Law Society Northern Territory with the 
generous support of the Federal Circuit Court 
of Australia, will again host a Family Law 
Conference in Darwin in 2017.

WHEN: 19 – 20 January 2017     
WHERE:   Darwin, NT

Register your interest at events@lawsocietynt.asn.au

FAMILY LAW RESIDENTIAL 2017

The date is set for next year’s Residential – to be held again at the hugely popular venue, the Sheraton 
Mirage Resort on the Gold Coast. 

WHEN: 13 – 15 July 2017    WHERE: Sheraton Mirage Resort, Gold Coast

More information to come.

mailto:events@lawsocietynt.asn.au


ROUNDTABLE SUMMER 2016/17 11

COMMONWEALTH COURTS PORTAL ACCESS 

NO RUBBISH PLEASE!! 

To register, go to https://www.comcourts.
gov.au/pip/individual/new. If you have any 

questions, email support@comcourts.gov.au  
or call 1300 352 000. 

 We seem to be having ongoing problems in the Brisbane Practitioner’s Room 
with people putting general rubbish in the cartridge disposal bins. Please DO 
NOT put general rubbish in these bins or the Courts will take them away.

Please also remember to use the shredding bin in the rooms for any 
confidential materials. Do not leave them on the tables. This is a shared 
space for FLPA members to use and we ask you keep in neat and tidy out of 
respect for your fellow members. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ORDERS CAN BE 
MADE IN THE CHILDREN’S COURT

FACT SHEETS FOR COMPLETION OF NOTICE OF RISK/FORM 4S

The Commonwealth Courts Portal is a initiative of the 
Family Court of Australia, Federal Court of Australia 
and Federal Circuit Court of Australia. Through it, you 
can: 

 • View your files
 • View recent activity on your starred files
 • View a court diary of your files
 • View subpoena permissions and a list of   
 documents
 • View court events, orders and documents filed on  

 a specific file
• eFile supplementary documents
• Opt-in to activity notifications via email
• Make eFile applications
• And more…
But to use this great tool, you must first register 
as an individual, then you can register your 
organisation. By registering your organisation 
you will become the Portal administrator for that 
organisation.

The following is a reminder to practitioners from the 
Deputy Chief Magistrate Leanne O’Shea. 

Practitioners are reminded that the Domestic 
and Family Violence Protection Act, 2012 contains 
provisions enabling a Children’s Court to make a 
protection order if satisfied that:

 • A protection order should be made (s37); and

 • The person to be named as the aggrieved is also  
 a parent of the child for whom the order is sought  

in the child protection proceedings (s43(3)).

If a domestic violence order is already in force, the 
court must give each party the opportunity to be 
heard before the order is made or varied (s43(5)). 
If necessary, a temporary order can be made if the 
matter is adjourned (s43(6)).

The power of the court to make other orders under 
the Child Protection Act is not limited by making a 
protection order (s43(9)). 

There are a number of resources that have recently 
been reviewed and updated by the Department of 
Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services 
(DCCSDS) on preparing Notices of Risk and Form 
4 –Notices of Child Abuse, Family Violence or Risk of 
Family Violence. 

The resources/guidelines have been developed to 
assist legal practitioners, self-represented parties, 
and funded services navigating the family law 
system, to understand what information should 
be included in the relevant notice/s to assist the 
Department to respond in a timely and efficient 
manner.

Please find links to the relevant documents: 

• Fact sheet – Guidelines for completing Notice  
 of Risk or Form 4 –Notices of Child Abuse,  
 Family Violence or Risk of Family Violence; and 

• Fact sheet – Response by the DCCSDS to   
 information received about harm or risk of  
 harm to a child.

Please consider and adopt these guidelines to assist 
the Courts and DCCSDS to appropriately consider 
and respond in a timely and efficient manner. 

https://www.comcourts.gov.au/pip/individual/new
mailto:support@comcourts.gov.au
http://membership.flpa.org.au/resources/Documents/Fact%20sheet%20-%20Guidelines%20for%20completing%20Notice%20of%20Risk.pdf
http://membership.flpa.org.au/resources/Pictures/Fact%20sheet%20-%20Notice%20of%20risk%20-%20DCCSDS%20response.pdf


CONTACT CENTRE 
INFORMATION

CHILD SUPPORT 
CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes 
you to the Child Support 

Agency’s Care Estimator and 
Child Support/FTB Estimator. 
Bookmark it for easy access 

and reference.

View website

The Titles Office website 
for industry professionals 
includes:· the Land Titles 
Practice Manual (how to 
complete and lodge land 
registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on 

land registry forms), and the 
latest land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

FLPA’s library of family law cases 
continues to grow in Case Watch 

thanks to our army of FLPA 
members. Don’t forget to log in to 
the member section of the FLPA 
website to check out the cases 

reviewed. 
If you would like to volunteer to write a 

case for Case Watch for 2017,  
please email your interest to 
roundtable@flpa.org.au.

CASE WATCH

The ACCSA has a handy 
new website with 

information about public 
and private contact 

centre waiting times and 
operating hours. Bookmark 

it for easy access and 
reference. Also check out 

the new FLPA website for a 
list of contact centres.

www.flpa.org.au

JOIN FLPA’S LINKEDIN GROUP 

If you're on LinkedIn, don't forget to follow FLPA's group. It's a closed group,  
open only to FLPA members. Click here to find the group. 

FOLLOW US...

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/themes/child-support-and-separated-parents?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=transformation&utm_content=child-support
http://accsa.org.au/?page_id=194
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/titles-property-construction/titles-property/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/titles-property-construction/titles-property/fee-calculator
https://flpaoq.wildapricot.org/sys/login/OAuthLogin?scope=contacts_me&client_id=juo7v0abwp&response_type=authorization_code&claimed_account_id=176575&state=WaWpIntegrationLogin&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flpa.org.au%2F&waLoginAction=Member+Login
mailto:roundtable@flpa.org.au
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/profile
http://www.flpa.org.au
https://twitter.com/flpaq
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/profile



