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Dear FLPA member

 As you all know, it’s one of FLPA’s biggest weeks of 
the year with the QLS and FLPA Family Law Residential 
starting this Thursday evening. Don’t forget to be there 
to enjoy this year’s ‘Great Debate’ on Thursday night.  It 
promises to be a great evening given the participants 
and the topic- ‘Would family law be better without the 
lawyers?’

Of course ‘Running Club’ and yoga are back on the 
timetable so I am sure I will see you all bright and early 
Friday morning as Bruce Thiele kindly runs us all over 
the Gold Coast!

A ‘new look’ FLPA will also be revealed this week and 
of course you wouldn’t want to miss the opportunity 
to enjoy your colleagues embracing this year’s 
dinner theme of ‘Tropicana’ in the middle of winter! 
Registrations close TODAY so I hope you can join us.

In other news, Barrister Rob Hamwood has recently 
retired. I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate him on a very successful career and wish 
him well in his retirement.

On behalf of our membership and in the lead up 
to the recent election, the FLPA Board wrote to 
both the then Federal Attorney-General, Senator 
Brandis, and the Honourable Mark Dreyfus, then 
Shadow Attorney-General to highlight our concerns in 
relation to the lack of resourcing in both the Federal 
Circuit and Family Court, particularly in Brisbane and 
regional Queensland.  We called for the appointment 

of further Judges to deliver the necessary Court 
services to families enduring separation.  Now that 
the government is (almost) settled I encourage 
members to also advocate to your local members for 
increased resourcing to our Courts - the situation is not 
improving.  You can read our letter in the link here and 
are welcome to adapt it for your own submissions to 
local members.

FLPA has also recently organised an award in memory 
of the late Susan Thomson, a very talented and well-
respected family lawyer from Cairns.  Sadly Susan lost 
her battle with cancer last year and is well remember 
by colleagues state wide.  FLPA has organised to create 
and support the ‘Annual Susan Thomson Law Award’ 
at the James Cook University for a law student who 
displays the fine leadership, kindness and compassion 
that Susan herself lived by.

With the FLPA Board elections also looming, we are 
pleased to announce that this year (unlike the Federal 
election) FLPA will use electronic voting. Details to 
come. 

See you at the Residential or until next Round Table. 

Clarissa Rayward 
FLPA president

Clarissa

FOLLOW US...

www.flpa.org.au

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

JOIN FLPA’S LINKEDIN GROUP 

If you're on LinkedIn, don't forget to follow FLPA's group. It's a closed group,  
open only to FLPA members. Click here to find the group. 

http://www.flpa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Corres-to-Senator-Brandis.2.6.2016.pdf
http://www.flpa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Corres-to-Senator-Brandis.2.6.2016.pdf
http://www.flpa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Corres-to-Mark-Dreyfus.2.6.2016.pdf
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/profile
www.flpa.org.au
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Clarissa

FLPA has been busy with professional development 
in the first half of 2016. If you missed either or both 
of the recent twilights, here’s a summary of what 
they covered. 

If you think you’d like to listen to them, you can 
purchase the seminar on the FLPA website at 
WEBINAR SHOP. You can also download the 
relevant PowerPoint Presentations at PAPERS AND 
PRESENTATIONS.

Remember, you need to login to get access to 
this member only area. If you haven’t got a new 
password and updated your details, please see the 
instructions again in this newsletter.

Twilight Seminar 2 - Unacceptable Risk in 
Parenting Cases and the Test Case – M&M

The second twilight of the year held in March on 
unacceptable risk in parenting cases was well 
received with more than 50 people attending and 30 
plus on the webinar. 

Ann-Maree McDiarmid gave a thoughtful 
presentation on what is a relevant risk in parenting 
cases and gave tips on how evidence should be 
presented so as to be able to advocate for the 
necessary findings and framing orders appropriately. 
Examples were very interesting including the 
grooming of a 14 year old girl and flight risk cases. 

Thank you Ann-Maree for your presentation. 

Twilight Seminar 3 – Valuing Minority Interests

Many family law cases involve family businesses or 
interests in businesses which need to be identified 
and valued when considering the division of 
property. Forensic accountant Jenny Letts and 
barrister Tedd Jordan presented a twilight in June 
explaining what a minority interest is, referring to the 
relevant cases which are applied. 

Jenny explained clearly what a minority interest 
was, what control is and the process that forensic 
accountants go through to value a business, 
particularly looking at the discounts applied to 
minority interest shareholdings which are usually 
most likely in family law matters.

Tedd followed by reviewing many of the most well-
known judgments that are commonly referred to 
including:
• Hull V Hull (1983) FLC 91 -360
• Reynolds v Reynolds (1985) FLC 91-632
• Sapir v Sapir (No. 2) (1989) FLC 92-047
• Turnbull v Turnbull (1991) FLC 92-258
• Georgeson v Georgeson (1995) FLC 92-618
• Harrison v Harrison (1996) FLC 92-682
• Ramsey v Ramsey (1997) FLC 92-742
• Eaton v Eaton (2013) Fam CAFC 106
• Morrow & Steele [2015] FCCA 251

Although some of these cases are quite dated, they 
provide very relevant examples of issues such as 
family farms, and other businesses affected by 
minority interest issues. 

Many thanks to Jenny and Tedd for their combined 
efforts. 

HAVE YOU MISSED A
TWILIGHT SEMINAR?

If you are having trouble listening or have some comments on the twilight webinars, we would love to hear your 
feedback so we can improve the service to you. It may be a simple IT audio or internet connection solution from 
your end which can make your webinar experience more enjoyable.  Please email membership@flpa.org.au  
if you have any comments or would like to find out how to improve your experience. 

HAVING TROUBLE WITH TWILIGHT WEBINARS? 

mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
http://www.flpa.org.au/webinar-shop/
http://www.flpa.org.au/members/papers-and-presentations/
http://www.flpa.org.au/members/papers-and-presentations/
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The FLPA executive committee hosted a cocktail 
party to celebrate the Honourable Justice 
Catherine Carew’s appointment to the Brisbane 
Registry of the Family Court in late May. 

Justice Carew was a serving member of the FLPA 
board at the time of her appointment in March 
2016 and is well known to and well respected 
by FLPA members for not only her work during 
her years at the Bar, but also her involvement in 
numerous FLPA professional development events. 

The very high esteem in which Justice Carew is 
held by the family law profession was evident by 
almost 200 FLPA members who came together to 
mark this wonderful milestone for Justice Carew. 
The Bar Common Room was at capacity. 

Barrister Tedd Jordan, a close friend and former 
chamber mate of Justice Carew for many years, 
spoke on behalf of FLPA members and shared 
many fond stories with the profession. 

Reflective of Her Honour’s continued commitment 
to the professional development of FLPA 
members, immediately prior to the event, Justice 
Carew spoke to early career practitioners over 
wine and cheese at the “Early Career Practitioners 
Workshop” held by FLPA at the Supreme Court 
training rooms. 

Her Honour generously shared her pearls of 
wisdom gained over her many years of experience 
as a solicitor, barrister and now as a Judge of the 
Family Court. 

WELCOME DRINKS FOR THE
HONOURABLE JUSTICE CAREW

Once again supporting the family law practitioners of the future, FLPA this year proudly 
presented awards to family law students at both QUT and UQ. 
 
FLPA’s annual family law prize at the University of Queensland – the Andrea Bowler 
Memorial Prize for Family Law – was this year awarded to Christina Budur. 

The award is presented at the Law Awards Ceremony to the final year student who 
achieves the highest result in family law and displays the most positive attitude towards 
the specialist area. 

Christina is the Vice President of the University of Queensland Law Society and actively 
involved in law at the university. 

FLPA SUPPORTS QUT AND UQ FAMILY LAW STUDENTS
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FLPA was also proud to again sponsor an award at 
the annual QUT Faculty of Law prize ceremony in May 
2016. 

FLPA board member Rebecca Harding presented the 
Family Law Prize to Isabella Anderson for achieving 
the highest result in Family Law in the 2015 academic 
year. 

Congratulations to Christina and Isabella on their 
achievements.

With a strong charter to foster growth and development in family law practitioners with less than five years’ 
experience in the area, FLPA’s Early Career Practitioners Workshop held in late May was a great success. 

With more than 30 practitioners attending – many new faces – participants made the most of an afternoon of 
invaluable knowledge from some of our finest practitioners. Participants heard presentations from:

• Lyndi Hawkings-Guy on running a protection order file from start to finish.
• Sarah Minnery on Evidence 101.
• Stuart Benjamin and David Stephens on business valuations.
• Shannon Daykin on parenting pathways. 

The informative evening closed with some insightful remarks from Her Honour Justice Carew while wine and 
cheese was served. Her Honour provided open, engaging and inspirational tips and advice for early career 
practitioners. 

Organised by early career committee member Sarah Dibley and other committee members, FLPA hopes to 
run a similar events in the near future.  Enjoy having a look around. 

EARLY CAREER PRACTITIONERS 
WORKSHOP 
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With the premier professional development event – QLS and FLPA Family Law Residential 2016– almost upon 
us, here’s three reasons why you should not miss the event from 21 – 23 July. 

1) The Great Debate is back!
After successfully hitting the program in 2015, the Great Debate is back on the Thursday evening. Moderated 
by The Honourable Justice Catherine Carew, don’t miss teams debate the topic ‘Family law would work better 
without the lawyers’. For the affirmative team, Her Honour Judge Anne Demack, Dr Daniel Varghese, and 
Sean Moriarty will battle the negative team Dr Jacoba Brasch QC, Trent Waller, and Dr Josephine Sundin.

2) Learn how to survive in the world that might feel broken. 
Saturday morning’s address by international author and speaker Andrew Griffiths – Seven strategies 
to survive in a world that sometimes feels broken –will be an inspiring and spell-bounding experience 
and one not to be missed. Well worth getting out of bed after the Residential dinner, Andrew will share his 
strategies to help you thrive not just survive and will share some of his own unique and extraordinary, life.

3) The Residential will be at a new venue!
After many years at the same venue, conference organisers have chosen the fresh and luxurious beachfront 
5-star venue of the Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort on the Gold Coast. 

THREE REASONS NOT TO MISS THIS
YEAR’S FAMILY LAW RESIDENTIAL

CONTACT...If you haven’t yet booked, registrations close 19 July.  
BOOK NOW!

1 

2

3

https://services.qls.com.au/member/eventscalendar/event_display.aspx?EventKey=160721
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UPCOMING FLPA EVENTS

WHEN: Thursday 21 July to Saturday  
23 July 2016

WHERE: Sheraton Mirage Resort & Spa,  
Gold Coast 

The premier professional development event for 
family lawyers and other interested professionals in 
Australia. As in previous years, the program features 
three concurrent streams over two consecutive days 
for you to choose from:
• children and parenting matters
• property related considerations
• essential skills in day to day family law practice.

QLS AND FLPA FAMILY LAW 
RESIDENTIAL 

Click here for more information and  to register.

The Professional Development Committee is busily planning new lunchtime webinars on various topics. 
Designed to be viewed from the comfort and convenience of your office anywhere in Queensland over 
lunch, the lunchtime webinars will provide yet another opportunity to keep up to date on topical family 
law issues.

The first was held in early July. An informative 45 minutes with Grant Thornton partner Joe Box, more 
than 100 participants heard about the new 10% withholding tax legislation which will affect property 
settlements.

The next lunchtime webinar will be held on Monday 22 August at 1pm. Barrister Kylie Hillard will 
present on contempt of court orders – client’s rights and the powers of the courts. To book online , go to 
events on the FLPA website.    

Don’t worry if you miss any. All webinar videos and PowerPoint presentations are placed on the 
website within days of the event. Videos can be purchased and presentations can be downloaded for 
free.

NEW FLPA LUNCHTIME WEBINARS 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ANNUAL FLPA CHRISTMAS PARTY

WHEN: Thursday 1 December 2016    WHERE: Alchemy, 175 Eagle St, Brisbane   

Stay tuned for more information.

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 19 JULY

https://www.qls.com.au/For_the_profession/Professional_development/Conferences_seminars/Key_events/Family_law_residential
http://www.flpa.org.au/events/
http://www.flpa.org.au/webinar-shop/
http://www.flpa.org.au/members/papers-and-presentations/
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OTHER EVENTS

FLPA IN THE TROPICS – TOWNSVILLE

WHEN: Saturday, 19 November 2016    WHERE: Townsville

FLPA will hit Townsville with the successful FLPA in the Tropics program –  
The Modern Family Lawyer.

With great speakers lined up including Justice Colin Forrest, Justice Tree, Judge 
Coker , and barristers John Selfridge, Clare Dart, Jennifer McArdle, and Bruce Thiele, this event is one not to 
be missed. Modelled on the successful program help in Cairns earlier this year, the theme will focus on The 
Modern Family Lawyer and include some interesting conversations and views on well-being and the future 
of practising family law. 

Registration details to come. Online registrations will be available through the FLPA website.

ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY AND CONCILIATION COURTS (AFCC) AUSTRALIAN CHAPTER THIRD ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE - ASSESSING AND DETERMINING CHILDREN’S BEST INTERESTS IN THE FLOOD OF FAMILY 
VIOLENCE CLAIMS 

WHEN: 18-20 August 2016    WHERE: Brisbane    Click here for more information and to register.

Congratulations to the inaugural winner of the Buckley Memorial Prize 
Kathleen Coggins.
 
Co-hosted and co-sponsored by the Family Law Practitioners Association 
(FLPA) and the Child Protection Practitioners Association of Queensland 
(CPPAQ), Kathleen’s tremendous efforts and essay wins her $2000 as well as a 
complimentary registration and accommodation to the QLS and FLPA Family 
Law Residential 2016.
 
Kathleen holds qualifications in Laws (Honours) and Business from the 
Queensland University of Technology and practises exclusively in family law as 
an Associate at Hopgood Ganim.
 
Competition organiser and FLPA committee member Dan Bottrell said the 
interest in the competition was very strong, with enquiries coming from around 
the country, from professionals and law schools.
 
The award was established in 2016 to recognise the contribution of the late Honourable Justice Neil Buckley 
to the development of family law in Queensland.
 

BUCKLEY PRIZE WINNER AWARDED

http://afccnet.org.au/afcc-2016-conference/
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HEADS UP

For some practitioners, the issue may arise of how 
prisoners obtain legal advice on family law matters. 

Here’s the run down on what Legal Aid Queensland 
offer:

1. Prisoners can call the Legal Aid Queensland 
Community Access Line from their unit.

2. Call centre operators will provide legal 
information but not advice. If it is considered the 
caller needs advice, their names will be put on 
a prison advice list and someone from Legal Aid 
Queensland’s Prison Advice Service will contact 
them.

FAMILY LAW ADVICE FOR 
PRISONERS 

WANT TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN THIS  
NEWSLETTER?  

FLPA has been approached by a number of 
individuals and businesses seeking to advertise in 
the Roundtable newsletter and have decided to 
offer appropriate businesses the opportunity to 
communicate with FLPA’s 1000 plus members. 

FLPA will consider advertising applications 
from businesses that are relevant to family law 
practitioners. These would include financial services, 
social services and other professional services as 
well as personal businesses relevant our members, 
such as personal training. 

If you are interested in advertising your business in 
the next newsletter, space is limited to only three 
advertisers. Please contact roundtable@flpa.org.au 
for the advertising rate card and policy. 

ARE YOU LISTED 
ON THE NEW 
FLPA WEBSITE?

If you haven’t been on to the FLPA website in the 
last few months, chances are you are NOT LISTED. 
Although you are still a member, we need you to go 
online and confirm your member details. This will 
ensure your details are correctly shown for other 
members and potential clients to see. If you do not 
go online and check, they will not be shown at all. 

To log on and check your details, please:

1. Click on Member Login (top right) using your 
email address. 

2. REMEMBER: Your old password from the 
previous FLPA website will not work. 

3. You will need to click Forgot Password to be 
emailed with a link to create a new password. 

4. Accept the Terms of Use by ticking the box (once 
only). 

5. Once logged in, go to Manage your Profile 
under the Members.

6. Under My Profile, click on Edit profile.
7. Check your details adding as much information 

as possible. Most information has come across 
from the old website database. Please make sure 
you check you have filled out your REGION. Note 
too that if you would like your address to be 
shown on the member directory, you will need 
to provide an address in the ADDRESS field, not 
just the POSTAL ADDRESS field (as this will not be 
displayed). 

8. Upload a profile picture and a company logo. 
9. IMPORTANT: If you would like your profile to 

be shown in the FLPA member directory on 
the website, you must click into the Privacy 
tab and tick Show profile to others. Then click 
Save. 

10. On My Profile, click Save.

If you have any problems or queries, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au. In future, all events and 
membership renewals will be processed online. 

ADVERTISE 

HERE!

mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
mailto: roundtable@flpa.org.au


CONTACT CENTRE 
INFORMATION

The ACCSA has a handy new 
website with information about 

public and private contact centre 
waiting times and operating 
hours. Bookmark it for easy 

access and reference. Also check 
out the new FLPA website for a 

list of contact centres.

CHILD SUPPORT 
CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes you to 
the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB 
Estimator. Bookmark it for easy 

access and reference.

View website

The Titles Office website for 
industry professionals includes:· 
the Land Titles Practice Manual 

(how to complete and lodge 
land registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on land 
registry forms), and the latest 

land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

FLPA’s library of family law cases 
continues to grow in Case Watch 

thanks to our army of FLPA 
members. Don’t forget to log in 
to the member section of the 
FLPA website to check out the 

cases reviewed.

CASE WATCH

http://accsa.org.au/?page_id=194
https://flpaoq.wildapricot.org/sys/login/OAuthLogin?scope=contacts_me&client_id=juo7v0abwp&response_type=authorization_code&claimed_account_id=176575&state=WaWpIntegrationLogin&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flpa.org.au%2F&waLoginAction=Member+Login
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/themes/child-support-and-separated-parents?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=transformation&utm_content=child-support
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/titles-property-construction/titles-property/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/titles-property-construction/titles-property/fee-calculator
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/titles-property-construction/titles-property/fee-calculator



