
MINUTES OF  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

FAMILY LAW PRACTITIONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 OF QUEENSLAND LIMITED 

HELD AT THE BAR COMMON ROOM ON 10 November 2010 

 
 
 
1 President’s Opening and Attendances/Apologies 

 
The meeting was opened at 5.35pm. 
 
Present:  

 
Colin Forrest 
Rebecca Parry 
Peter Haley 
Fiona Caulley 
Clarissa Rayward 
Robyn Stoneham 
Jennifer McArdle 
Murray Green 
James Steel 
Geoff Sinclair 
Joe Box 
Alex Nelson 
David Paratz 
Kara Cook 

 
Apologies: 
 
Deborah Awyzio, Reagan Wilson, Shila Batenburg, Jacoba Brasch, James 
Linklater-Steele, Joe Healy, Tony Philips, Karen Carmody, Nicky Davies, Susan De 
Campo, Bruce Doyle, Tedd Jordan, Donna Bennett, Stephanie Hodgson, Terry 
Stedman. 

 
2 Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 4 November 2009 
 

With no issues raised in relation to the minutes of the AGM held on 4 November 
2009, they were moved by Colin Forrest and seconded by Jennifer McArdle. 
 

3 Business Arising from Previous Annual General Meeting 
 

It was noted that there was no business arising from the previous AGM. 
   
4 President’s Report  
 

Colin Forrest prepared a comprehensive written report for the past 12 months.  This 
report is attached to these minutes and will also be placed onto FLPA’s website. 
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5 Treasurer’s Report 
 

Peter Haley presented the financial report for the year ending 30 June 2010, and 
again this report is attached to these minutes and will be placed on FLPA’s website.  
The report was moved by Colin Forrest and seconded by Alex Nelson. 

 
6 Election of Directors 

 
Following an election for the positions of country member and ordinary board 
members, the results of the election are as follows:- 
 
President:  Colin Forrest 
Vice President: Deborah Awyzio 
Secretary:  Rebecca Parry 
Treasurer:  Peter Haley 
Regional Member: Reagan Wilson 

 Board Members: 
Trent Waller 
Joe Healy 
Clarissa Rayward  
Fiona Caulley 
Greg Pohlman 
Joe Box 

 
7 General Business 

 
There was nothing raised or reported in general business.  
 

8 Closure of Meeting 
 

There being no further items of general business the meeting was closed at 6pm. 
 



FAMILY LAW PRACTITIONERS’ ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND 

LIMITED  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10 NOVEMBER 2010  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 

Welcome to the 2010 Annual General Meeting of FLPA Queensland. Thank you 

very much for coming along. The vibrancy of this Association, as diverse as its 

membership base is, continues to depend upon the interest and involvement of its 

members. You clearly demonstrate your interest by your attendance here this 

evening.  

 

Another busy year for family law practitioners and this Association draws to a 

close. In my experience, there is never a dull moment in the practice of family law, 

with something new and challenging always presenting itself. Of course, we must 

never lose sight of the fact that the people we represent are ordinary people just 

like us. Whether they are our own clients or the party against whom we act, they 

deserve nothing less than to be treated with the same dignity and respect with 

which we ourselves expect to be treated by others.  
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Having said that, I trust that for members this year has been a productive and 

successful one. For this Association it certainly has been.  

 

I took on the Presidency of FLPA this time last year recognizing that the 

Association was in extremely good shape financially, having been led by some 

very capable and committed practitioners in the past. There was a legacy of 

focused leadership that was a source of inspiration for me to draw upon. I made my 

simple goal the replication of the example set by those who have served this 

Association in the past.  

 

As you know, one of the Association‟s former leaders, Federal Magistrate Keith 

Slack has been unwell of late. I am sure I have the heartfelt support of all our 

membership in digressing from my President‟s Report momentarily to wish his 

Honour all the very best for a very speedy recovery. We look forward to seeing his 

Honour back on the bench as soon as possible.  

 

I start this Report particularly thanking my predecessor, Jennifer McCardle, and 

her predecessor, Nicola Davies, for their fine leadership of the Association. 
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Jennifer, who has remained serving on the Board over the last year, I particularly 

thank you for your guidance and support throughout the year. It has made my job 

so much easier.  Nicola and Ann-Marie Rice, both who stood down from the Board 

this time last year, this Association thanks you for the incredible commitment you 

gave it over many years of service on the Board.  

 

I also wish to extend particular thanks to Tedd Jordan and Robyn Stoneham, who 

also both stood down from the Board in this recent round of elections. Both Tedd 

and Robyn have served the Association with enthusiasm and commitment for 

many years. On behalf of all of the Association‟s members, I thank you for your 

selfless service and wish you well for the future. Your contributions will be missed 

at our Board meetings. 

 

This Association continues to grow. It now has 558 members. 453 of those are 

members who renewed membership this year. 67 are new members and 38 are 

honorary members. This compares to 521 members at the same time last year, of 

which 434 were renewing members, 47 were new members and 40 were honorary 

members. Our constant challenge is to continue to represent the interests of all of 

these members and to continue to make the Association relevant enough for them 
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to want to keep joining as well as offering new members something that makes 

them want to be a part of.  We, on the Board, are particularly conscious of the need 

to represent and serve the interests of our many members in regional Queensland 

as well as our non-legal members.  

 

This activity of this FLPA year began with the retirement of Justice Brian Jordan 

from the Family Court late last year. We marked his Honour‟s retirement, after 

many good years on the Family Court bench, at our traditional end of year 

Christmas social function at which we also announced Zoe Rathus as the worthy 

recipient of the Travis Lindenmayer Award for her service to family law. I spoke 

on behalf of the Association at the Family Court‟s formal Valedictory ceremony 

for his Honour.  

 

Justice Jordan‟s retirement was soon followed up by the retirement of Justice 

Bernie Warnick from the Family Court. Justice Warnick humbly eschewed a social 

function to mark the occasion but the Association was honoured to be invited to be 

part of the special celebration the Family Court held after the formal Valedictory 

ceremony for his Honour‟s retirement.  I spoke for the Association and was able to 

present our gift to Justice Warnick at that occasion.  
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The wise decision making capacities of both of those distinguished judges are 

already missed by our members.  

 

The Association has continued to present its program of continuing professional 

development for its members. In February, Psychologist, Mr. Ian Campbell, 

presented a twilight seminar on “Attachment Theory”. Ian took that presentation to 

the Gold Coast for another  well-attended twilight seminar held there in May as 

part of the Association‟s commitment to take professional education seminars to 

the regions.   

 

In March, our Treasurer, Peter Haley and his colleague, John Thynne, presented a 

twilight seminar in Brisbane on what you need to know about business valuations.  

In June, the Association put on another twilight seminar in Toowoomba which 

dealt with alternative dispute resolution in family law and was well supported by 

Toowoomba practitioners. Another twilight seminar in Brisbane was held in 

October which offered our members insight into what programs are being offered 

by allied professionals for people in the family law system and how those 

programs may be accessed. Natasha Piper, Dr Kerryann Cook, Sheryl Hately and 
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Jane Hague from Foundations, Centacare and Lifeline participated in that seminar. 

Many thanks to them for that.  

 

We held a fantastic social function at the Queensland Art Gallery in June where 

members who attended had a private viewing of the wonderful exhibition of hats 

by world acclaimed milliner, Stephen Jones.  

 

Of course, the highlight of the professional education and social calendar for the 

Association each year is the residential conference that we present in joint venture 

with the Queensland Law Society.  This year was no exception. We held the 25
th

 

Calabro SV Consulting Residential at the Gold Coast in August and it was another 

wonderful success, with a record number of delegates attending. It has even been 

rated by some who attended both the Residential and the National Conference in 

Canberra this year as the better of the two. Whilst I am not certain about that, I do 

wish to thank all those involved in the organisation of the Residential, too many to 

name here, for the fantastic effort in producing a great event that met high 

standards of professional education as well as providing a wonderful social setting 

for friendship and networking. Particular thanks go to FLPA stalwart, Norbert 

Calabro, for his relentless and significant financial support of the residential over 
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the last 25 years. As a post-script, members will note that the Association‟s share 

of the income generated by the Residential this year was $66,000.  The Board will 

certainly be working hard to come up with meaningful ways to return that to our 

members.  

 

Several members of the Board were invited to attend the 2
nd

 Family Law System 

Conference in Canberra that was arranged by the Commonwealth Attorney-

General‟s Department. It was an interesting conference at which our attendees 

participated in and contributed to several different workshops dealing with a 

number of challenges confronting family lawyers at the moment. Thanks to the 

Attorney-General‟s Department for organising the conference and inviting our 

participation. 

 

As noted already, some of our members also attended the National Conference 

arranged by the Family Law Section of the Law Council of Australia in Canberra 

recently.  I was invited to attend a meeting convened there by the FLS Executive 

for representatives of all constituent bodies such as this Association. Relationships 

with representatives of the other bodies were further enhanced. Further co-

operation in respect of ongoing professional education requirements of all our 
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members was mooted. Continued unanimous practitioner support for the 

Commonwealth Government‟s proposed merger of the Federal Magistrates Court 

and the Family Court was confirmed. Further such meetings on a more regular 

basis were also proposed.  

 

On that note, I wish to express my gratitude to the FLS Executive, particularly its 

Chair, our very own member, Geoff Sinclair, who works tirelessly in his national 

representation of family lawyers at great personal cost, for being so available to us 

throughout the last year and being such a good friend to this Association.  I look 

forward to continuing the fine working relationship and friendship into the next 

year.  

 

A new initiative has recently been introduced to the benefit of the Association‟s 

members with the significant assistance and contribution by Ms. Debra Creed of 

the Family Law Pathways organisation, which is an initiative of the 

Commonwealth Government with the aim of bringing all stake-holders in the 

family law system closer together. Debra Creed now causes a schedule to be 

prepared and circulated to all of our members on a monthly basis setting out all of 

the contact details of the non-government organisations and centres that provide 
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relevant services for family law clients and, importantly, a list of current waiting 

times for clients to be able to access the services offered. This is a very useful 

informative tool and, on behalf of members, I thank Debra Creed for her efforts in 

this regard.  

 

Other matters that members of the FLPA Board have been involved in throughout 

the past year were:- 

 Presenting a written submission to the State Government on suggested 

reforms to the Duties Act relevant to family law practice; 

 Meeting with Professor Rosalind Crouch, Chair of the Australian Law 

Reform Commission, to discuss the Commission‟s Family Violence 

reference; 

 Arranging for the upgrade of the Association‟s website – a very user friendly 

site is now up and running and accessible for members and the public with a 

lot of new features; 

 Meeting with a visiting family law practitioner from New Zealand who was 

responsible for a report to their practitioners‟ body discussing comparisons 

between the New Zealand family law system and the Australian system; 
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 Supporting the one day seminar arranged by Federal Magistrate Keith Slack 

at the Court on 17 July which was designed to present the family law 

litigation process to various non-legal organisations involved in the system. 

Support was provided by this Association funding the catering requirements 

of the day and through Board members attending and making presentations 

on the day as well as participating in mock interim parenting hearings that 

were a great success; 

 Attending a Focus Group at the Family Court organised by Stephen Ralph 

discussing issues surrounding the involvement and experiences of aboriginal 

and Torres Strait islanders in the family law system and then facilitating a 

survey on the issue being sent around to all members; 

 Attending a Family Court Rules Committee meeting convened in Brisbane 

in June at the invitation of the Committee, discussing proposed changes to 

the Rules;  

 Participating in the Pantomime charity night organised by Board member, 

Clarissa Rayward, in support of Sandbag, a charitable organisation providing 

support in the north-eastern bayside area of Brisbane for victims of domestic 

violence; 

 Participating in and supporting breakfast presentations organised by 

Pathways;  
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 Receiving reports from the Dianne Smith Research Scholarship recipient, 

Ms. Margaret Voight, as to the progress of her research. Margaret has been 

focused on applications for research ethics approvals through QUT and the 

Family Court in the last year. This has been necessary before she progresses 

to the empirical research phase. She has also been in contact with ICL‟s in 

Queensland and Victoria to commence interviews with them which she 

hopes to have completed by March next year. She must now also find 

children to participate in the research. Margaret intends, by her analysis, to 

assess whether the change intended by the amendment of the FLA from 

considering children‟s „wishes‟ to children‟s „views‟ is happening. She 

expects to have her doctorate completed by March 2012; 

 Continued support of the teaching of family law as a specialist discipline at 

the university law schools by the presentation of monetary prizes, including 

the Andrea Bowler Memorial Prize, for outstanding family law students at 

the University of Queensland and QUT; 

 Attending regular Case-Management meetings at the Family Court; 

 Providing ongoing computer and photocopying resources to members at the 

family law courts in Brisbane and in regional centres.  
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I also wish to record the Association‟s thanks to our member, Mr. Gary Fleetwood, 

who recently donated to the Association‟s archives, many years of the 

Association‟s newsletters from the late 80‟s and 90‟s that he had been keeping in 

his chambers. Retaining historical records of the Association is something that has 

been a bit of a struggle and Gary‟s kind donation assists greatly in this cause.  

 

Looking ahead, we have another great social function coming up at the State 

Library where we combine this year our Christmas function with a celebration of 

Justice Graham Bell‟s 35 years of distinguished service to the Family Court of 

Australia. All are encouraged to attend. We will have many judges and magistrates, 

currently serving and retired ones, including the Chief Justice and Deputy Chief 

Justice of the Family Court, as our guests.  

 

Planning is in train for more professional development seminars, including another 

one in the regions, namely Cairns, that is scheduled for early February next year.  

Planning for next year‟s residential is also about to get under way in a serious 

fashion. All and any ideas on how to make it more successful are always welcome.  
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Before I finish, I want to also make special mention of Donna Bennett and 

Stephanie Hodgson of Office Logistics who are our hardworking administrators. 

Their friendly, co-operative approach to the discharge of their tasks makes the day 

to day running of this Association relatively problem free. Thank you to you both. 

I note you have been unable to attend tonight, the first time in years, and I look 

forward to the continuation of our working relationship well into the future.  

 

Lastly, but of course not least,  I thank Vice-President, Deborah Awyzio, Secretary 

Rebecca Parry, Treasurer, Peter Haley and all other members of the Board who 

have contributed so much this year and without whose efforts this Association 

would not function. Your support has been greatly appreciated and I look forward 

to working with all of you and the incoming Board for another productive year.  

 

 

 

Colin Forrest 

President 

10 November 2010 

 


