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Dear Caroline 
 
In this autumn issue of Round Table, we hear from FLPA president Trent Waller and get a 
sneak peak at this year’s Family Law Residential. 
 
The Keith Slack Memorial ‘Raising the Bar’ ICL Conference was a roaring success, as was 
the first Twilight seminar for the year by Triple P program founder Professor Matt Sanders.   
 
See what’s next on the FLPA events calendar. 
 
FLPA goes social this month, with the launch of FLPA’s group on LinkedIn and Twitter. Follow 
us and join the group for a chance to win an Apple IPad.   
 
Case notes are uploading to the website thick and fast, thanks to our army of volunteers and 
check out our regional roundup – news for Townsville.  
 
The Round Table team 
  
Message from the FLPA president 

On behalf of the FLPA committee, welcome to 2014. In talking to many 
members, it seems to be going to be yet another busy year for us all. 
 
As your representative body in family law in Queensland, the FLPA 
committee this year will continue to pursue the goals of building better 
relationships with the Family Law Courts and the Federal Circuit Courts of 
Australia. Among other agenda items, we continue to work with the new 
Brisbane court to install WiFi for members. 
 
The recent ICL one-day conference held in memory and honour of the late 
FM Keith Slack was a resounding success and yet another example of 
FLPA’s leadership in family law. We are pleased to announce that FLPA will be donating the 
profit from the conference of more than $10,000 to the QIMR in Keith’s honour. 
 
Thank you to the FLPA committee members for your hard work to put this conference together, 
particularly Clare Dart from Legal Aid Queensland for her tireless efforts. Thank you once again 
too to the judicial officers for your time in presenting to the 100 plus attendees. Your 
knowledge, expertise and willingness to share is very much appreciated. We will continue to 
host educational events like these in Keith’s honour. 
 
The Twilight seminar and webinar series for 2014 has started with a very popular 
presentation by founder of Triple P Professor Matt Sanders. If you missed it, you can see the 
webinar or the PowerPoint presentation on the FLPA website. Don’t miss the next Twilight 
seminar and webinar on dealing with stalkers. 
 
The Family Law Residential program is being finalised, and will soon be available. The 
Residential is the premier event for family lawyers in Queensland and attracts family lawyers 
from all over Queensland and interstate. This year, different categories of sponsorship will not 
only assist family lawyers getting to know the sponsors, but will also assist in running a great 
event.   
 
If you are interested in sponsoring this year’s Residential, or know of a company who may be 
interested, please ask them to contact me on trent.waller@mk.com.au, secretary James Steel 
on james.steel@bnlaw.com.au, or Round Table editor Caroline Thurlow on 
roundtable@flpa.org.au. 
 



FLPA is delighted to announce the Honourable Travis Lindenmayer Award for outstanding 
service and commitment to family law will be awarded at FLPA drinks on 8 May 2014. The 
Honourable Travis Lindenmayer served as a Judge of the Family Court for 26 years and was a 
member of the Appeal Division for 15 years.  I wish to thank the Honourable Travis 
Lindenmayer and The Honourable Justice Forrest in judging and determining a very worthy 
recipient of the award. 
 
Finally, we are pleased to announce FLPA’s launch into social media with the FLPA LinkedIn 
group and Twitter account. Only for FLPA members, the LinkedIn group will be a great forum 
for members across the State to discuss family law issues, post jobs, network and gather 
information.   
 
Until next Round Table.   

Trent Waller 
President 
to top 
  
FLPA goes social – Win an IPad with LinkedIn and Twitter  
 
FLPA has launched a LinkedIn group this week as a forum for members to 
share information. Join and share a thought to the group before the end of 
April, and you could win an Apple IPad! 
 
Open only to members of the Family Law Practitioners Association of 
Queensland, this private group will share ideas, thoughts, questions and 
answers, opinions, and even job opportunities. 
 
Join the group now and use it to learn, network, share your knowledge, and promote your 
expertise! You may even like to post some entertaining family law-related quotes to this group. 
 
To join, go to the group page on LinkedIn. To find it yourself in LinkedIn, in the search 
field type in Family Law Practitioners Association of Queensland and click on Follow and 
your group membership will be approved.  
 

Join the group and share a thought before the end of April and you could win 
an IPad! 
 
FLPA also now has a Twitter account for fast communication about last 
minute changes, quick announcements, or Family Law Residential 
information. To follow, log into Twitter. Search for FLPAQ and click on 
Follow. 
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Triple P Parenting Programs – the first Twilight of 2014 
 
Professor Matt Sanders entertained and informed a 
packed room on Thursday March 6 to kick off the first of 
FLPA’s Twilight series for 2014. 
 
Based at the University of Queensland, Professor 
Sanders’s Triple P Positive Parenting Program has now 
helped more than six million children and their families. It 
is used in 25 countries and has been translated into 28 
languages. More than 50,000 practitioners have been 
trained in its delivery. 
 
As the founder of Triple P, Professor Sanders is 
considered a world leader in the development, implementation, evaluation and dissemination of 
population-based approaches to parenting and family interventions. 
 
In his presentation to family lawyers, Professor Sanders said that parenting, particularly poor 
parenting, continues to affect children all throughout their life. 
 
After discussing the general benefits and outcomes of his Triple P program, he discussed the 
particular challenges of relationship breakdown and divorce, and how the Triple P Family 
Transitions Program – a 12 week program – can help parents and children transition through 
divorce. 



 
Triple P offers many programs from group sessions, individual one-on-one sessions, online 
courses. For more information contact the Child and Family Psychology Clinic at UQ on 3365 
7290, email cfpc@psy.uq.edu.au or visit www.pfsc.uq.edu.au.   
 
To see the Twilight seminar on video, go to the members only section of the FLPA website 
and find FLPA event videos. 
 
To read Professor Sanders Twilight presentation, go to the members only section of the FLPA 
website and find Papers. 
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‘Meet a Member’ – promote yourself or your business!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Meet a Member” promotes a member, a member’s firm or a member’s business or product in 
the newsletter.  If you would like to feature, please email us at roundtable@flpa.org.au with 
the following information in less than 150 words:  

 Your photo or business logo 

 Your name and business name 

 A brief description of your business 

 Something interesting about you (that will get attention and ensure others remember you) 

 A good reason why we should write about you.  
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FLPA FUNNY 
 
A new section of Round Table, we will sometimes share a funny 
verbatim excerpt from actual court cases. If you know of any to share, 
please email roundtable@flpa.org.au. 
  
COUNSEL:           Let me rephrase it. It was kind of poorly phrased.  
THE COURT:        Most of your questions are, but that’s OK. Want to 
start over?  
 
Case Watch  
We’ve already loaded four great new and interesting case 
summaries on the FLPA website and more are on their way.  

 Peabody & Peabody [2013] FCCA 1980 

 Kane & Kane [2013] FamCAFC 205 

 Lyons & Adder [2014] FamCAFC 6 

 Calvo & Calvo [2013] FCCA 1707 

Thank you to Sarah Dibley, Carla Franchina, Paul Mason and Rachel Lusis for these recent 
case notes.  
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Heads up  
Drop Box trial underway: feedback wanted 

The three-month trial of the Family Law Registry’s “Drop Box” non-
urgent filing procedure is well underway to address the long waiting 
times that can be experienced in the Brisbane Registry. 
 
So far feedback from FLPA members has been positive. If you have 
any feedback, please email us at membership@flpa.org.au.   
  
The “Drop Box” will not apply for those seeking an urgent listing date (within two to five working 
days of filing). In these circumstances, take a ticket in the usual manner to be attended to by 
Registry staff.   
  
Remember:  

 All documents filed via the “Drop Box” will be processed and returned within a maximum of 
48 hours. If documents cannot be filed, you will receive a letter from the Registry within the 
48 hour maximum timeframe detailing the reasons. 

 The Box is located next to Counter 6 of the Registry.   

 The Drop Box will apply to solicitors, town clerks, and self-represented litigants;   

 No ticket is required to use the Drop Box.   

 All documents must be securely fastened in an envelope provided before being placed in 
the box.   

 Practitioners must ensure that all required documents and supporting documents 
(including the correct filing fee or reduction forms) are contained in the envelope.     
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Queensland Family Law 
Pathways Network website 
launched  
 
The new Queensland Family Law Pathways 
Network (FLPN) website was launched recently 
providing members with a portal for professional 
development opportunities, resources, service 
directories, community and network events, 
news and general information relevant to 
particular regions and across Queensland.  
 
Check it out 
www.qldfamilylawnet.org.au.  
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Regional round-up 

Contact Centre in Chinchilla 
A new contact centre in Chinchilla will open its doors every Sunday 
from 3pm to 5pm starting on 28 March providing much needed support 
for the local community. 
 
FLPA regional committee member Stephanie Wilkinson in Toowoomba 
said before this opening, there were no contact centres exist west of 
Toowoomba. 
  
Computers in Townsville 

Our new Townville FLPA committee member Kate Pateman has made good progress with the 
computer and photocopy equipment in the Family Law Court in Townsville. A new computer will 
be installed in late March or early April. She also reports that the photocopier for FLPA 
members is now functioning well. 



 
If you have any maintenance issues on the new computer or photocopier in the Townsville 
Courts, please contact Kate on 07 4775 6667.   

to top 
ICL conference raised the bar  
 
FLPA's first one-day conference for Independent Children’s 
Lawyers (ICL) in February started FLPA’s professional 
development calendar with a bang. 
 
With more than 100 FLPA members attending from all over 
Queensland, the “Raising the Bar ICL Conference” also raised 
more than $10,000 for the Queensland Institute of Medical Research (QIMR) in honour of the 
late Federal Magistrate Keith Slack, who passed away from cancer in December 2011. All 
profits from the conference attendance were donated to QIMR. 
 
FLPA vice president Clarissa Rayward said Keith Slack was a strong supporter of ICLs. 
 
“FM Slack spent much of his own time giving back to the family law profession and strongly 
supported younger family law practitioners and ICLs,” Clarissa said. 
 
Participant feedback was excellent with comments such as “Really good. Slack would have 
been proud.” 
 
Participants found the most useful sessions were Justice Murphy’s presentation “When should 
an ICL take a view” and the session on the participation of children in the ICL process. Many of 
the session papers are available on the FLPA website under Papers. 
 
On the back of the conference success, participants called for more advanced ICL training or a 
regular conference on ICLs as well as similar programs in north Queensland.  
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FLPA events 2014 
To register or find out more about upcoming FLPA events, see 
below and go to the FLPA website.  
 
Twilight seminar and webinar – Dealing with Stalkers  
Dr Michele Pathé, Clinical Director, Senior Forensic Psychiatrist, 
Qld Community Forensic Service will present interesting information about dealing with stalkers 
in the family law context. 
 
When: 5.30pm, Thursday 1 May 2014 
Where: Grant Thornton 
Mark it in your diary. More details to come. 
  
The Honourable Travis Lindenmayer Award drinks  
Join FLPA friends, members of the judiciary and family law colleagues for social drinks and the 
presentation of The Honourable Travis Lindenmayer Award for commitment to the family law 
profession. 
  
When: 5.30pm, Thursday 8 May 2014 
Where: Bar Common Room 
Mark it in your diary. More details to come. 
                                         
Family Law Residential  
The Family Law Residential program is being finalised, and will soon be available. The 
Residential is the premier event for family lawyers in Queensland and attracts family lawyers 
from all over Queensland and interstate. Contact FLPA if you are interested in sponsoring the 
Residential.  
 
When: Friday 8th and Saturday 9th August 2014 
Where: RACV Royal Pines Resort, Golf Coast 
Mark it in your diary. More details to come. 
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CSA estimators 
The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access 
and reference. http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/ 

to top 
Titles office website 
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals 
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes: 

 ·         the Land Titles Practice Manual  
          (how to complete and lodge land registry forms, 

 ·         the fee calculator 
          (calculates the lodgement fees payable on land registry forms), and 

 ·         the latest land registry forms. 

These forms change regularly. You can also register your details for an automatic update. 
  

  

 

 


