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Dear FLPA Member 
 
In this edition of FLPA's Round Table, we celebrate the distinguished service of Justice Bell. Don't miss 
the cocktail party on 26 March. 
 
The twilight seminar and webinar series is in full swing, with the year's program planned. The first event is 
this Thursday with an information-packed tax forensic tax presentation from Suzanne Belbridge. Seminar 
spaces are sold out, but webinar space is still available if you would like to attend. Suzanne will provide 
attendees with the Family Law Value Handbook. 
 
There's a few handy tips in the Heads Up section - new computers for court coming and some information on 
the continued court delays.  
 
More case notes are on the FLPA website too.  
 
We also remind you of the passwords for the computers and WiFi and there's instructions on how to use 
the "Proud FLPA Member" logo in your own marketing.  
 
Until next time 
The Round Table team  

 
Message from the FLPA president 

The 2015 year has kicked off well from FLPA’s perspective. A Happy 
Chinese New Year on behalf of the executive committee! 
 
2015 is already looking jam packed full of fun events starting with our 
first of the popular ‘Twilight’ series this Thursday evening where we are 
proud to be hosting forensic accountant Suzanne Delbridge who is 
travelling north from Newcastle.  Suzanne will be presenting on "The 
Tax Man and a Family Law Matter: A practical review of the tax traps 
that can, and do, arise when splitting assets on marriage breakdown". 
 
2015 also marks the 30th year for the Annual Family Law Residential (and yes this time I am satisfied it is in 
fact the 30th year after having checked the records at least twice!).  This year’s planning is in full swing and 
we’re looking at shaking things up a bit for 2015. Held at the RACV Royal Pines Resort, this year’s conference 
will run from Thursday evening 16 July to Saturday 18 July. 
 
Expect an evening of colour, fun and dancing for the Conference Dinner as we salsa and samba our way 
around the venue with our ‘Rio Carnivale’ theme.  And this year, in case you need to stretch those legs before 
you hit the dance floor, you will be able to join the daily yoga classes or running club thanks to a few of our 
fitness fanatic members! 
 
Talking of conferences, FLPA is also proud to this year support the North Queensland Law Association 
Conference on Hamilton Island on 29 and 30 May. With a dedicated family law stream, and many members 
located in the north Queensland region, FLPA is keen to continue to support events and activities to further 
develop family law practice in the area.  (And yes, I did say HAMILTON ISLAND!) 
 
We remain committed to the professional development of our members both in the south east and the 
regions.  We will again be organising conferences in north and central Queensland for later in the year. 
 
Due to popular request, we have also created a series of social and educational events specifically designed 
to assist and encourage new family law practitioners. 



I look forward to meeting many of you throughout the year and as always, if you have any ideas, feedback or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Clarissa Rayward 
President  

 
 Justice Bell's retirement 

The remarkable service of Justice Graham Bell (pictured right courtesy 
of News Ltd) was honoured by the community and the profession at a 
ceremonial sitting of the Family Court on 20 February 2015.  
 
As the last remaining member of the Australian judiciary to  hold a life 
appointment, his Honour is the longest serving Judge of any superior 
Court in Australia, serving since the the court opened in 1976. He retired 
on the 39th anniversary of his appointment, aged 78. 
 

FLPA will celebrate the distinguished service of His Honour at an event on Thursday 26 March 2015.  See 
events for details. 
 
At the same ceremonial sitting, Judge Salvatore Vasta was welcomed to the Federal Circuit Court of Australia. 
to top  

 
Family and Domestic Violence Report released – ‘Not Now, Not Ever’  
 
A Queensland special taskforce released its report and recommendations into domestic 
and family violence in Queensland on 28 February 2015. 
 
Entitled ‘Not Now, Not Ever’ – Putting an End to Domestic and Family Violence in 
Queensland, the report is likely to mark the beginning of significant change that will affect 
the family law community in Queensland.  Click here to read the full report.  
to top  

 
Give back professionally to Kiribati  
 

FLPA has generously donated two wigs for Kiribati lawyers to wear 
when appearing in the High Court of Kiribati. 
 
A central Pacific country located on the equator only three hours by 
plane north of Fiji, Kiribati has a population of about 110,000 people 
living on 22 of about 33 coral atolls. 
 
A former British colony (the Gilbert Islands), Kiribati has a common law 
legal system inherited from the UK and now receives significant support 
from Australia, New Zealand and other donor countries. The Office of 
the People’s Lawyer (OPL) provides legal aid services to the Kiribati 
community. 
 
Australian Volunteers International (AVI) has been providing Australian 
lawyers as volunteers to the OPL in Kiribati for almost 20 years.  

 
FLPA executive member Clare Dart, herself a former AVI volunteer in Swaziland, rallied the FLPA board to 
provide the two wigs. 
 
Hosting OPL lawyers locally 
The OPL has six young local lawyers trained through the University of the South Pacific at Vanuatu. These 
lawyers have limited experience in criminal law, land law and family and domestic violence cases but are 
interested in expanding their experience by visiting legal practices in Queensland.   
 
FLPA would welcome expressions of interest from member firms interested in hosting OPL lawyers for short 
stays to expand their experience of family law. Likewise OPL would welcome a visit from any FLPA members 
wanting to experience legal aid practice in the Pacific.  
 
Kiribati Legal Mentor role 
The OPL are seeking to fill the role of Legal Mentor based in Kiribati starting in either late June or early 
August. If you want to make a difference and do something extraordinary this year, click here.  
  
to top 



 
Heads Up 
 
Two new computers on level two  
FLPA will soon install two new computers on level two Brisbane Court Practitioners’ room! 
An exciting upgrade, the computers are available for FLPA members only. We continue to 
work with the court to improve the WiFi facilities in the precincts of the courts and hope to 
have that fully installed in the coming months.  
 
Password reminder 
A reminder to FLPA members that the computers and photocopiers are for FLPA members only. The 
passwords are in your member information kit that is provided when you renew each year. Please see below 
for a little refresher! 
 
If you have any technical or administrative queries, please contact us on membership@flpa.org.au with 
'FLPA court computers' in the subject line.  

 Brisbane computers – to log into the Brisbane computers use the FLPA member account with the 
password: family 

 Brisbane and Cairns WiFi – to log into the Brisbane and Cairns wireless network (WiFi) for members 
with laptops use the following: 
SSID:                                      FLPAQ 
Wireless Security:            WPA 
Pre-Shared Key:               familylaw 

 Townsville WiFi – to log into the Townsville wireless network (WiFi) for members with laptops use the 
following: 
WiFi name:                         FLPA 
Password:                           FamilyLPA01 

Continued court delays  
As most of you are well aware, the delays in court continue to be problematic which is frustrating for everyone 
including the judiciary. As the representative body for all family law practitioners including lawyers, barristers 
and judiciary, FLPA would like to assist the situation by collating any members’ comments about the delays in 
an effort to improve the situation for everyone involved. 
 
If you have any constructive feedback about the delays, please send submissions to FLPA committee 
member Clare Dart at cdart@qldbar.asn.au. 
 
Court websites merging 
The family law courts website is being decommissioned in the coming months and all the information from the 
site will be moved to the Family Court (www.familycourt.gov.au) and Federal Circuit Court 
(www.federalcircuitcourt.gov.au) websites. Redirects will be put in place. 
 
Follow the Family Court’s Twitter account (@FamilyCourtAU) to receive notification in the lead up to this 
important change. 
to top  

 

Regional round-up 
Join NQLA to get member discount at North Queensland Law Conference 
With a great track record of successful conferences, the 2015 North Queensland Law 
Association conference will be held on Hamilton Island on 29-30 May. FLPA is proud 
to be a platinum sponsor for this event. 
 
The conference speaker line-up includes Human Rights Commissioner Tim Wilson, 
as well as Justice Tree of the Family Court and Judge Altobelli of the Federal Circuit 
Court. Coupled with a range of social events including the ‘Drunk Piranha Cocktail 
Party’ and a round of golf on Dent Island, the conference is attracting professionals 
from all over Australia. 

 
To take advantage of the $150 member discount, FLPA members can join the NQLA for only $15. 
 
Early bird registration ends on 27 April, so if you are needing an island break, click here to book. Click here 
to become a NQLA member and receive your discount.  
to top 
 
 

 



Anyone for some pro-bono work? 
 
FLPA has been approached by a self-represented litigant seeking assistance and representation in relation to 
proceedings in the Federal Circuit Court/Family Court. 
 
If any members are interested in assisting, please contact James Steel at james.steel@bnlaw.com.au.  
to top 
  

 
 FLPA FUNNIES 
 
If you have a funny to share, please post it on LinkedIn or email roundtable@flpa.org.au. 
 
This is supposedly a TRUE news story, but of course only in America! 
 
A lawyer in Charlotte, NC purchased a box of very rare and expensive cigars, then insured 
them against fire among other things. Within a month, having smoked his entire stockpile of these great cigars 
and without yet having made even his first premium payment on the policy, the lawyer filed a claim with the 
insurance company. 
 
In his claim, the lawyer stated the cigars were lost "in a series of small fires". The insurance company refused 
to pay, citing the obvious reason: that the man had consumed the cigars in the normal fashion. The lawyer 
sued....and won! 
 
In delivering the ruling the judge agreed with the insurance company that the claim was frivolous. The judge 
stated nevertheless, that the lawyer held a policy from the company in which it had warranted that the cigars 
were insurable and also guaranteed that it would insure them against fire, without defining what is considered 
to be "unacceptable fire," and was obligated to pay the claim. Rather than endure lengthy and costly appeal 
process, the insurance company accepted the ruling and paid $15,000 to the lawyer for his loss of the rare 
cigars lost in the "fires." 
 
But... After the lawyer cashed the cheque, the insurance company had him arrested on 24 counts of ARSON! 
With his own insurance claim and testimony from the previous case used against him, the lawyer was 
convicted of intentionally burning his insured property and was sentenced to 24 months in jail and a $24,0000 
fine. 
to top 

 
Meet Deanna Musumeci  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Working as a family lawyer with Donnie Harris Law in Townsville, 
Deanna was admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of Queensland 
and High Court of Australia after completing a Bachelor of 
Laws/Bachelor of Science studies at James Cook University in 
Townsville. 
 
After initially wanting to pursue a career in environmental law, Deanna 
quickly formed a strong passion for all aspects of family law. Deanna is 
looking forward to becoming an Accredited Specialist practicing 
exclusively in family law. 
 
Deanna has been a Townsville local for 25 years and knows and understands the importance of being 
involved in the community that she loves. Deanna is heavily involved in a number of community activities. She 
volunteers monthly at the Community Legal Centre, volunteers at the RSPCA, and attends Townsville 
Chamber of Commerce meetings and events. 
 
In her spare time, Deanna loves playing with her fur-babies, Ziggy (the Great Dane) and Betsy (the 
Pomeranian cross Chihuahua) and participating in ‘social’ sports (she tries to remain social, but the 
competitiveness sometimes gets in the way!). 
 
If you would like to feature here, please email us at roundtable@flpa.org.au with a photo or business logo, 
a brief description of you or your business and something interesting about you (that will get attention and 
ensure others remember you)! 
to top 



 
Female family law volunteers needed 
Women’s Legal Centre is reliant on the invaluable contribution volunteers make to provide vital services 
including quality legal assistance to women. As a volunteer with Women’s Legal Service, your skills will make 
a positive difference to the many women who access the service.  
 
Women’s Legal Centre need female lawyers who have experience in family law, are currently practising in 
family law and hold a current practising certificate to provide legal advice to women in relation to family law 
and domestic violence matters. 
 
WHEN: Telephone advice once per month: WLS operates a statewide telephone legal advice line which is 
open four days a week,  Monday, Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 9.30 – 1.30pm and Wednesday 
afternoons from 1 – 4pm.  
Evening Advice – Face to face advice one evening a month: WLS operate a drop in two nights per week 
(Monday and Wednesday evenings) from 6 – 8pm.  
CONTACT:  Suzanne Marshall – Volunteer’s Coordinator ph: 3392 0644 or email smarshall@wlsq.org.au. 
to top 

 
Look at the new cases on Case Watch   
We have a great army of volunteers to prepare cases for Case Watch in 
the Members Only section of the FLPA website. This is a valuable 
resource which provides a brief insight into significant recent family law 
cases.  
 
Recent cases include property case Fielding & Nichol [2014] FCWA 
77 and the popular Singerson & Joans [2014] FamCAFC 238. 
to top 

 
New ‘proud member’ logo 

Don’t forget to download and use FLPA’s new ‘proud member’ logo. We have designed this 
logo for members to use on stationery, email signatures, website or other corporate 
marketing.  
 
And here’s a great tip. If you use it in your email signature or website, make sure you 
hyperlink it to the FLPA website or your profile on the FLPA website. 
 
Download the logo from the “Marketing assistance” page in the Members 
Only section on the FLPA website – http://www.flpa.org.au/Members-
only.html. 

 
If you would like more information about using this logo, please contact Caroline at 
roundtable@flpa.org.au.  
to top 

 
Upcoming events 2015 
To register or find out more about upcoming FLPA events as well as other events, see below and go to 
the FLPA website.  
 
Legalwise Seminars and webinars – 10% off for FLPA members 
FLPA members will receive 10% off the registration rate of family law seminars coming up 
in Queensland and others are available to attend nationally by webinar.  

 Family, Estates and Workplace Law Update (Live from QLD), Wednesday 11 March 

 5th Annual Family Law Conference (Live from QLD), Friday 13 March 

 Family Law Essentials (Live from QLD), Tuesday 31 March  

To register with the FLPA discount, click here. 
  
Domestic Violence and FDR workshop – 12 March 2015 
The Greater Brisbane Family Law Pathways Network will run all day workshop on domestic 
violence and family dispute resolution for practitioners. Presented by well-known senior 
mediator and family law practitioner Jennifer Rimmer, places are limited. 
 
When: 8.30am – 4.30pm, Thursday 12 March, 2015 
Where: The Pavilion, 1 Greg Chappell St, Albion 
Cost: $99 including catering. Places are limited. 
Registration: Email pathwaysprogram@raq.org.au or call Maria on 0428 755 925 



  
FLPA celebrates the career of Justice Bell – 26 March 2015 
To celebrate Justice Bell’s distinguished service, please join FLPA for a cocktail function. 
 
When: 5pm to 7pm, Thursday 26 March, 2015 
Where: Hamilton Auditorium, Brisbane City Hall (best entrance via Adelaide Street) 
Cost: $50 for members - $75 for non-members 
RSVP: Thursday, 19 March 2015. Invitation to come 
  
International Collaborative Law Conference (IACP) – 16-19 April 
2015 2015 sees 
Queensland Collaborative Law (QCL) celebrates 10 years since its 
inception.  This year will see the International Academy of Collaborative 
Professionals hold, for the first time, their valuable ‘Institute’ on the Gold Coast 
from the 16-19 of April 2015. 
 
Queensland Collaborative Law will play host to a panel of world-class trainers at the 5th Annual IACP Institute 
on the Gold Coast in April this year. 
 
Don’t miss your chance to book this limited opportunity to hear from the most highly sought after experts in 
collaborative practice today from the US and Canada. 
 
When: 16 - 19 April, 2015 
Where: Sofitel, Gold Coast 
Who should attend: All family law practitioners interested in collaborative practice, including those with no 
collaborative experience or training. 
More information: Space at the Institute is limited so click here to register today. 
For more information about Queensland Collaborative Law and read a recent article on the benefits of 
Collaborative Practice, click here.  
  
Twilight seminar and webinar – Practical aspects – 7 May 2015 
Barrister Guy Waterman will share some of the practical aspects of preparing a 
property/interim spousal maintenance application. Admitted to the bar in 1993, Guy specialises 
in alternative dispute resolution and family law. 
When: Thursday, 7 May 2015 
Where: Grant Thornton, King George Central, Level 18, 145 Ann Street, Brisbane 
Cost:  $35 members, $55 non-members 
More information and registration details coming soon 
  
Child Inclusive Practice Forum – 20-22 May 2015 
Early bird registrations are now open for the Child Inclusive Practice Forum 
“The Art of CIP”, named in recognition of the artistry, skills and diversity of knowledge in this specialist field. 
 
When: Wednesday 20 - Friday 22 May, 2015 
Where: Rydges, Southbank 
Cost: Forum Early bird $350.00 , Forum Standard $450.00 
Pre-Forum Workshop Early bird $190.00, Pre-Forum Workshop Standard $240.00 
More information: Go to www.childinclusivepractice.org.au or contact our forum 
organisers at The Centre for Social Impact, Michael Malek, Marketing & Events Assistant, 
on 02 8936 0904 or at m.malek@unsw.edu.au. 
  
North Queensland Law Association conference – 29-30 May 2015 
With a specialist Family Law stream at the 2015 conference which is sponsored by FLPA, 
this conference on Hamilton Island will be one to attend. A great line up of speakers and 
topics is taking shape so make sure you register for a great weekend. 
 
When: Friday 29 May to Saturday 30 May, 2015 
Where: Hamilton Island 
Cost: Member early bird two-day registration $950 (closes 27 April), Non-members early 
bird two-day registration $1150 
Register: http://nqla.com.au/2015-conference-information-and-registration/ 
 
30th Annual Family Law Residential – 16-18 July 2015 
When: Thursday 16 to Saturday 18 July, 2015 
Where: RACV Royal Pines Resort, Gold Coast 
Mark it in your diary. More information to come. 
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Contact Centre information 

 
 
The ACCSA has a handy new website with information about public and private contact centre waiting times 
and operating hours. Bookmark it for easy access and reference.  
 
 to top  

 
Child Support Agency Care Estimator 

The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care Estimator and Child 
Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access and reference. 
http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/ 

to top 
 

Titles Office  
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals 
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes: 

 ·         the Land Titles Practice Manual  
          (how to complete and lodge land registry forms, 

 ·         the fee calculator 
          (calculates the lodgement fees payable on land registry forms), and 

 ·         the latest land registry forms. 

These forms change regularly. You can also register your details for an automatic update. 

to top  
  

  

 

  
 
 

 


