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Dear FLPA member

In the quarterly newsletter this festive season, meet the new FLPA president and the new FLPA
committee.

Check out photos from FLPA's Christmas party last week and what’s been happening in the
regional round up.

Don’t miss the Heads Up section and get caught out in court.

Read about what you missed at the last two twilight seminars and webinars.

And newsflash! Students can join FLPA for FREE and list their details on the website’s work
experience list.

Enjoy this Summer edition. Enjoy Summer! Merry Christmas and happy New Year!

Message from the FLPA president

The past year has been one of enormous growth for FLPA, both in membership
and in profile.

We started the year with 571 members and ended it with 669 members –
comprising 552 renewing members, 74 new members and 43 honorary members –
representing a 20 per cent increase in membership overall.

This achievement reflects the collaborative efforts of the outgoing FLPA
executive committee. I thank them, particularly the immediate past president

Deborah Awyzio and outgoing secretary Rebecca Parry, for their unwavering contribution to our
association.

In 2012, FLPA has successfully delivered a number of new initiatives including commencing our
webinars for regional members, developing a targeted membership renewal program, updating
and developing our website, and delivering our quarterly newsletters to members. We have
engaged with the media and positioned the association as a leading and credible voice in family
law.

Over the coming months, the FLPA executive will be bringing its focus back to our core mission
which highlights the association’s professionalism and commitment to providing valuable services
to members. We will be exploring practical new ways to address the day-to-day issues affecting
practitioners while continuing our strong focus on education and professional development.

We recognise that it’s often the little things that mean a lot to practitioners. With an eye on
tomorrow, our new Strategic Development and Marketing Sub-Committee will develop actions that
advance the overall strategic direction of the association to ensure it remains relevant now and into
the future. We will also be working to strengthen our relationship with the courts by looking at
what we, as an association, can do to better assist them.

Remembering that your feedback is critical to making sure we deliver the benefits you value the
most, I would encourage all members to let me know your thoughts and suggestions at anytime.

During this holiday season, I would like to wish you and your families a safe and happy
Christmas. If you have any contributions or comments, please email us on
roundtable@flpa.org.au.

Trent Waller
FLPA president
to top
FLPA 2012 committed elected



At the FLPA 2012 AGM on Tuesday 13 November, FLPA’s executive committee for 2013 was
elected to manage the association and set FLPA’s direction and future goals.

It is important that the executive committee consists of members who are committed to FLPA’s
vision and who have the capacity to contribute to the development of the association’s objectives.

Committee member Firm Committee position
Trent Waller Carne Reidy Herd Lawyers President
Clarissa Rayward Brisbane Family Law Centre Vice-President
James Steel Barry Nilsson Lawyers Secretary
Peter Haley Vincents Chartered Accountants Treasurer
Deborah Awyzio DA Family Lawyers Immediate Past President
Rebecca Harding Best Wilson Family Law Regional Member
Dan Bottrell Jones Mitchell Lawyers Committee Member
Fiona Caulley Rice Naughton Buckley Committee Member
Joseph Box Grant Thornton Committee Member
Clare Dart Legal Aid Queensland Committee Member
Jeffrey Bunning Barrister-at-Law Committee Member
Lindsey Miles Feeney Family Law Committee Member
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Looking for a work experience student?

FLPA’s website now contains a ‘work experience list’ of student members looking to gain some
valuable on-the-ground experience in family law.

As part of FLPA’s student membership, which is FREE to all full-time undergraduates, students
can list their details on the ‘work experience list’.

If you would like a work experience student for your firm, please refer to the work experience list.

If you know of a student who would like to join FLPA for FREE, please send them to the online
student application form.
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Looking for a new job?
Are you looking for a new job or a new family law practitioner to work in your firm? FLPA’s
‘careers’ page lists family law jobs currently on offer to FLPA members.

To advertise, complete the online advertisement form.

To look for new jobs on offer, login and view current positions vacant.
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Case Watch - new cases and you can contribute
New case reviews are constantly uploaded to the FLPA members
only section of the website. The library now contains many cases in
the following categories: child support, property, spousal
maintenance, divorce, children, and procedural.

Do you need to submit a case note as a part of your study or
qualifications? You may like to contribute from time to time to
FLPA’s growing database of current cases – Case Watch.

If you have a case note you would like to submit, please send it to Case Watch editor Tuskeen
Jacobs t.jacobs@rostroncarlyle.com.au for review.

to top

Heads up



The following are some top tips to give you the 'heads up' in family law. If
you have any contributions, please email us on roundtable@flpa.org.au.

Regional NSW courts remain open
Great news for northern New South Wales members! After much
speculation, Coffs Harbour and Lismore Court Registries will remain open
for the foreseeable future. We thank the court for continuing to fund for
these important and busy Registries.

Don’t let it ring!
If your phone rings in court, you may find yourself in contempt of court and fined. This was the
case for a recent Brisbane court attendee. If they had not pleaded guilty to the offence, the fine
may have been more!
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A cracker of a Christmas party!

FLPA’s well-known annual Christmas party kicked on last Thursday 6 December at the
Queensland Terrace at the State Library of Queensland. More than 170 guests looked over the
Brisbane River, enjoyed the fine food and refreshing drinks, and celebrated and reflected on the
year gone by.

Here are a few snaps from the evening. Other photos from the Christmas party are in the photo
gallery in the member only section of the FLPA website.
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In Keith Slack's honour

“Not the Writing Competition”
In honour of the late FM Slack’s talents as a writer, entries for the annual
Keith Slack “Not the Writing Competition” will be judged to coincide with the
Family Law Residential.

To enter, your writing must be no more than 500 words and can be anything
from a poem, a song, or even a short story.

In memory of his editorial contribution to “Not the Newsletter”, your writing
will need to include mention of 1) the colon; 2) bodily functions; 3) gossip; or 4) keeping
regular. Submit your entry to roundtable@flpa.org.au. Stay tuned for entries closing.

“Big Day Out for ICLs”
In addition to the “Not the Writing Competition”, FLPA will also hold a professional development
day for ICLs in Keith Slack’s honour.

To continue his dedication to ongoing learning for young practitioners and ICLs, FLPA will hold
“The Big Day Out for ICLs” in 2013. Stay tuned.
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FLPA in the media
FLPA continues to work to establish itself as a relevant and credible voice in

family law.

In October, the case of the Italian four sisters custody matter was decided, and
FLPA contributed to the media’s frenzy providing facts of the Hague Convention



and international parental child abduction laws. This included an interview with immediate past
president Deborah Awyzio on ABC’s 7.30pm Report.

In November, FLPA was called upon to explain the process surrounding Christmas parenting
orders and their subsequent impact on families during the family holiday season.

Check out the website to see recent media coverage.
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Regional round up
Toowoomba’s Ladies in Family Law turned on an elegant event on 26
October 2012, this time hosting Registrar Teresa Kane and Kate Bint of
CM Bint Family Lawyers at Fitzy's Restaurant.

Supported by FLPA, more than 20 guests attended and were impressed
by the many facets of family law that our guests had been involved in
throughout their careers. Guests also appreciated the insight that our
speakers provided, particularly in relation to how they juggled a work-life
balance.

If you would like to be involved in next year’s lunches, please contact Rebecca Harding or
Stephanie Wilkinson of Best Wilson Family Law on 07 4639 0000 or Vivianne Wilson-Tonscheck
of Wonderley & Hall Solicitors on 07 4637 5425.

Do you have any suggestions for regional areas?
If you have any ideas about how FLPA can help with other regional facilities such as court
services, please contact Rebecca Harding at rebecca@bestwilson.com.au or (07) 4639 0000.
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Real CSI - Twilight seminar and webinar in November

FLPA’s last twilight seminar and webinar for the year in November took members into the real
world of CSI and the hidden work of forensic document examination.

Andrea Devlin, a forensic document examiner from Forensic Document Services, showed
members how to tell when documents have been falsely copied or changed, when pages have
been substituted, or when signatures have been forged.

They even showed a case study of how their work played a significant part in convicting a Sydney
murderer.

Because of the sensitivity of the material shown, the seminar video and PowerPoint were not able
to be loaded on FLPA’s website. If you would like more information on their services, please
contact Andrea at andrea@forensicdocument.com.au.
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It’s the little things that count when submitting Consent Orders –
Twilight seminar and webinar in October

Registrar Teresa Kane gave some useful insights into the little details when completing Consent
Orders at the twilight seminar and webinar in September.

In front of about 40 FLPA members and an additional 70 members online through the live webinar,
Ms Kane enlightened members on the pitfalls to avoid having their orders returned.

“In a bad week, up to 50 per cent of orders are sent back,” Ms Kane said in her presentation.

“We often get excited when we approve four in a row.”

Nationally, the Registry office receive about 10,500 orders per year, and Brisbane is the busiest
registry taking about one third of these.

Ms Kane pointed out many of the common mistakes made by practitioners including explaining
what is meant by ‘just and equitable’. Below are a few common pitfalls:

 Not attaching orders when you say they are attached.



 Not sending original documents, enough copies, or certified copies.

 Incorrectly using the repealed terms of “ residence” and “ contact” in proposed parenting
orders;

 Not sending an affidavit together when ‘jointly’ submitting an affidavit.

 Failing to provide evidence of the value of a superannuation interest and procedural fairness to
the trustee when seeking a superannuation splitting order.

To see the full presentation, login to the members only section and watch the FLPA event video.

to top

CSA estimators
The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care Estimator
and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access and
reference. http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/
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Titles office website
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes:

 the Land Titles Practice Manual which details how to complete and lodge land registry forms,

 the fee calculator calculates the lodgement fees payable on commonly lodged land registry
forms, and

 the latest land registry forms.

As these things change regularly, you can also register your details for an automatic update.
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