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Dear member

A belated 'Happy New Year' to you and all FLPA members.

On FLPA’s Round Table for 2013, we hear from the new FLPA president and meet the two
new committee members Lindsey Miles and Jeff Bunning.

We’ve already kicked off the FLPA social events for the year with a farewell to Justice
O’Reilly in January and a welcome to Justice Hogan coming up in March.

Don’t miss the Heads Up section on plain language.

Read about the upcoming twilight seminar and webinar on 21 March and other FLPA events
and don’t forget the Case Watch resource on the FLPA website.

More than 75 law students have joined FLPA since last year and are on the website’s work
experience register. Check it out!

Message from the FLPA president

The first quarter of 2013 is almost over, and most of us are probably
wondering how it has disappeared so fast. The FLPA committee has
enthusiastically launched into the new year with social events welcoming a
new judge and farewelling a retiring judge. I hope that all members have
enjoyed a good start to 2013.

This year, FLPA remains committed to building relationships with the court
and also to providing members with facilities to use while attending court. For
some time, we have provided photocopying facilities in the Brisbane registry
and regional registries and are looking into replacing these shortly. We are
also looking into upgrading and improving facilities in regional registries.

We are aware of the current difficulties with Wi-Fi in the Brisbane registry and are working to
rectify the problem.

This year’s Calabro SV Consulting Family Law Residential (FLR) will be held in July (18-20 July
2013) at the RACV Royal Pines, Ashmore. The program is in its final stages of preparation. I
am certain you’ll find the program topical and beneficial.

Don’t forget at the FLR dinner, we will be awarding the Keith Slack Memorial “Not the Writing
Competition”. If you have a passion for creative writing, I urge you to start penning an award
winning piece for the night!

If you have any contributions or comments, please email us on roundtable@flpa.org.au.

Trent Waller
FLPA president
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New to the table - Meet Lindsey and Jeff

New FLPA committee member Jeff Bunning has joined the FLPA
executive committee in an effort to represent the interests of Family
Law Counsel in Queensland. Jeff is a barrister in private practice in
Brisbane practising exclusively in family law. He holds a Bachelor of
Laws and Bachelor of Commerce degrees and a Graduate Diploma in
Legal Practice. Jeff is a long-time volunteer at Caxton Legal Centre.

Prior to his call to the Bar, Jeff was a solicitor in private practice in
Brisbane for seven years. During his tenure as a solicitor, Jeff
practised exclusively in the area of family law at a boutique Brisbane

family law firm.

Lindsey Miles brings her wealth of knowledge and experience in family law
to the FLPA executive committee table and looks forward to being involved
at the heart of family law development in Queensland. A skilled litigator and
special counsel at Feeney Family Law, Lindsey has practised exclusively in
family law since 1998.

Throughout her many years practising in family law, Lindsey has always
sought the most amicable and cost effective resolution for her clients.
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Student members skyrocket

Full-time students of law and other related disciplines are now able to join FLPA for free and
we’ve had a great take up. We have more than 75 new FLPA student members, many of whom
have listed themselves on FLPA’s ‘work experience list’.

If you would like a work experience student for your firm, please refer to the work experience
list. If you know of a student who would like to join FLPA for FREE, please send them to the
online student application form.
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New job for 2013?
Looking for a new job or a new family law practitioner to work in your firm? FLPA’s ‘careers’
page lists family law jobs currently on offer to FLPA members.

To advertise, complete the online advertisement form. To look for new jobs on offer, login and
view current positions vacant.
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Farewell Justice O’Reilly
Welcome Justice Hogan and Justice Tree

FLPA farewelled the Honourable Justice O’Reilly at a function in February.
Speaking at the function, FLPA president Trent Waller acknowledged the
quality of Her Honour’s judgments, thanked Her Honour for carrying the
heavy burden that Judges have in the execution of their duties and wished
Her Honour a long, happy and fulfilling retirement.

In January 2013, the Family Court welcomed two judicial appointments in
Queensland – Justice Hogan and Justice Tree. FLPA president Trent
Waller spoke at at the ceremonial sitting for the swearing in and welcome of Justice Hogan on
21 January 2013. Trent also attended the ceremonial sitting for the swearing in of the
Honourable Justice Tree in Townsville on 25 January 2013.



FLPA will welcome Justice Hogan during a drinks celebration on Thursday 14 March at
5.30pm at Inns of Court Common Room, Level 5 Inns of Court, 107 North Quay, Brisbane.
Register now!

Check out or contribute to Case Watch
New case reviews are constantly uploaded to the FLPA
member’s only section of the website. The library now contains
many cases in the following categories: child support, property,
spousal maintenance, divorce, children, and procedural.

Do you need to submit a case note as a part of your study or
qualifications? You may like to contribute from time to time to
FLPA’s growing database of current cases – Case Watch.

If you have a case note you would like to submit, please send it to Case Watch editor Tuskeen
Jacobs t.jacobs@rostroncarlyle.com.au for review.
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Heads up
The following are some top tips to give you the 'heads up' in family
law. If you have any contributions, please email us on
roundtable@flpa.org.au.

Keep it plain
Plain language in family law has made head way early this year with
the Attorney General’s office releasing Family Law TermFinder, a plain
language tool explaining common family law terms.

When writing in family law – for either your clients or colleagues – it is important to strike a
balance between authority and readability.

If you are writing for your clients, plain language experts advise you should aim to write for a
student in grade 10 or below.

If you are writing for your colleagues, you can use a more complex style, but they won’t thank
you for making the text harder than necessary to follow.

A study by the Victorian Law Reform Commission gave two groups of lawyers different copies
of the Takeovers Code: the traditional version and a version in plain English. Both groups were
able to understand the two versions, but the group with the plain English version read it in one-
third to one-half less time than those working with the traditional text.

So keep it plain!

to top
In Keith Slack's honour - Not the Writing Competition

In honour of the late FM Slack’s talents as a writer, entries for the annual
Keith Slack “Not the Writing Competition” will be judged to coincide with
the Family Law Residential dinner.

To enter, your writing must be no more than 500 words and can be
anything from a poem, a song, or even a short story. In memory of his
editorial contribution to “Not the Newsletter”, your writing will need to
include mention of 1) the colon; 2) bodily functions; 3) gossip; or 4)
keeping regular.

Submit your entry to roundtable@flpa.org.au. Stay tuned for entries closing before the FLR.
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FLPA in the media

FLPA continues to work to establish itself as a relevant and credible voice in
family law.

Trent Waller promoted the professionalism of FLPA members making a
valuable contribution to a feature story in Australian Women’s Weekly on
how to choose a family lawyer.

Check out the website to see recent media coverage.
to top

Regional round up
FLPA’s regional committee are busy working out the dates and content
of a one day conference in Cairns in late May or June and in
Rockhampton in late August. Stay tuned for more information.

Do you have any suggestions for regional areas?
If you have any ideas about how FLPA can help with other regional
facilities such as court services, please contact Rebecca Harding
at rebecca@bestwilson.com.au or (07) 4639 0000.
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Get on your bike and ride

Bike Week 2013 is upon us (March 16 – 24) and many family
lawyers are keen to trade their suits for their lycra and pedal
through the streets and bike paths of Brisbane.

Some of the events include the BDO Mt Coot-tha Challenge (now
with a 60km and 100km option), the Great Brisbane Bike Ride, and
the Family Fun ride on March 24. Many events are free. Ride to
Work Day on Thursday March 21 is also a great city event.

Check out bikeweek.bq.org.au for more info.
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FLPA events 2013
FLPA events are well underway for 2013. To register or find out more
about events coming up, see below and go to the FLPA website.

Twilight seminar and webinar - 21 March 2013 – Magellan Case
Management

The Honourable Justice Forrest will speak at the first seminar/webinar for 2013 about Magellan
Case Management issues. Justice Forrest is a great supporter of our Continuing Legal
Education series. Register now!

Family Law Residential now in July
This year’s conference will again be held at the RACV Royal Pines but has moved to 18 - 20
July 2013. Mark it in your diary.

Pathways PD day 17 April 2013 - "Stuck in the Middle: Family Law through the Eyes of
the Child"
This forum will focus on the psychological impacts on children caught in conflict crossfire, in
addition to practice skills for assessment and management of high conflict cases to minimise
the harm to the children as they travel through the legal or child protection system.

Three industry experts from the Family Court of Australia, Harrington Family Lawyers and the
Department of Communities - Child Safety will present followed by a Q & A and networking
opportunities.
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CSA estimators
The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access
and reference. http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/
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Titles office website
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes:

 the Land Titles Practice Manual which details how to complete and lodge land registry
forms,

 the fee calculator calculates the lodgement fees payable on commonly lodged land registry
forms, and

 the latest land registry forms.

As these things change regularly, you can also register your details for an automatic update.
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