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Dear FLPA member

How wonderful that the temperature is rising and the flowers are out around FLPA’s Round
Table for this spring edition!

In this edition, we hear from the FLPA president about the Family Law Residential
success and publish the winning entry of the Keith Slack Memorial ‘Not the Writing’
competition held at the Family Law Residential dinner.

In the last few months, FLPA’s been in full swing regionally and in Brisbane with a host of
social events and one day conferences.

We also have a new section – Meet a Member - for members wishing to promote their services
to other members.

Enjoy!
The Round Table team

Message from the FLPA president

As the year quickly reaches the final quarter, I am pleased with the progress
the FLPA board has made.

The FLPA board is currently focussing on assisting and building the
knowledge and confidence of our young practitioners in preparing for and
appearing in the family law courts. On Thursday 26th September, I presented
a Twilight Seminar and webinar with Judge Spelleken on “Preparing and
conducting a family law case – for new practitioners”. More than 70
young practitioners attended in person and online.

In partnership with the Queensland Law Society, the 28th annual Family Law
Residential was again a triumph with more than 360 family lawyers making their way to the
Gold Coast for the two-day event in late July. We thank all those who attended and provided
feedback. The Residential committee will carefully consider all suggestions to ensure we host
an even better Residential in August 2014.

The Family Law Residential has a long history. With increasing competition from other CLE
providers, the Family Law Residential continues to be a success for four major reasons:
1) The support from our members. Without your support and attendance the Residential
could not continue. Thank you all for your support and ask for your continued support.
2) The Residential planning committee. The committee works hard to ensure an annual
contemporary and informative program in all areas of family law. Thank you to each member of
the planning committee for their efforts this year and planning has already started for next
year’s program.
3) The speakers. I appreciate the time that it takes to plan, prepare and present; time away
from busy practices and judicial demands. On behalf of FLPA, thank you to all of this year’s
speakers for their enormous contribution.
4) Our partnership with the QLS. The QLS makes an enormous contribution to the
success of the event. Thank you to the QLS for their contribution.

For future editions, the Round Table team have decided to introduce “Meet a Member” section



in the newsletter. This is an opportunity for any member to promote themselves, their firm or a
business service or product that could be of benefit to our members. If you would like to be
featured in “Meet a Member” then please send us your story.

Finally, if you know of any family lawyer who is not a member of our dynamic association,
please encourage them to join for 2013-2014 to take advantage of our great services and
support. Including our student members, our membership is fast approaching 1000 and we
have the energy and commitment to support another 1000 members.

Until next Round Table.

Trent Waller
President

PS If you haven’t yet renewed your membership for 2013-14, you may be soon cut off from
FLPA correspondence, so renew your membership quickly!

to top

Keith Slack Memorial – "Not the Writing Competition" winner
Adam Cooper from Cooper Family Law at Bulimba is the proud inaugural
winner of the “Not the Writing Competition” presented at this year’s Family
Law Residential.

Judged “Best Non Writer” for 2013 by Keith’s wife Charmaine and children
Kate and Tom, Adam’s entry was one of five fabulously entertaining pieces
of writing. Adam received the honour, the inaugural trophy and a gift
voucher.

FLPA president Trent Waller was proud to present the inaugural Keith Slack
Memorial “Not the Writing Competition” on behalf of FLPA.

“We remembered a great man, accomplished lawyer and a truly respected judicial officer,” Trent
said.

“We also remember Keith’s unique creative writing talents and we were so pleased that Keith’s
family could attend the dinner to judge the competition and be part of the family law community
to which Keith contributed so much.”

Here’s Adam’s winning entry.

Welcome on board Air FamilyLaw flight SEC 60CC non-stop to Oblivion. We ask that you now
switch off all reasoning capacity devices, such as brains, or set them to "emotionally disturbed"
prior to boarding.

In the event of dispute, a family report will drop down from the panel above your head. Try to
breathe normally as you read it. You should complain bitterly about the contents, before you
realise it is about your children, not you.

Your crew will now point out the exits. There are several doors at the front for those sensible
enough to settle early and a door at the rear. Those male passengers on board who persisted in
wanting to use the door at the rear during their marriage will discover they will probably have to
use the door at the rear here. It is marked clearly...doomed all ye who enter here.

In the very likely event of a complete stuff up, sensible legal advice can be found under your
seat. Take it out of the pouch and place it into your head. Pay a lot of money for it. Don't follow
it. Proceed to the door at the rear.

We hope you will enjoy your flight, so sit back and panic.

Check out the FLPA website for other fantastic entries.
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News from the Registry
E-filing material within 24 hours
Practitioners who e-file material within 24 hours of the next Court
event cannot assume that this material will be available to the judge
on the court file, says Regional Registry Manager James Cotta.

Mr Cotta explained that this material may not be available due to
pressures on registry resources and advises practitioners to bring
copies to court.

“Regulation 24.07(5) of the Family Law Rules 2004 and Rule 2.07B of the Federal Circuit Court
Rules 2001 provides that an original of any e-filed affidavit or paper copy of any other type e-
filed document must be produced upon request if so directed by the Court,” Mr Cotta said.

ICL Subpoena copying
Mr Cotta also explained the untenable practice of solicitors appointed by the Court as
Independent Children's Lawyers requesting a complete copy of all material produced on
subpoena, rather than specific flagged material.

“If an Independent Children's Lawyer requires all material produced on subpoena to be copied,
it may now take up to a week for this request to be met.

Mr Cotta explained that if Independent Children's Lawyers flag individual documents for
copying, the registry can copy these in one to three days.

Service in the Registry
To reduce waiting times in the registry, Mr Cotta recommended that solicitors and law clerks
attend the registry during less demanding periods (between 8.45am - 12.00pm). Longer waiting
times of more than an hour may be experienced during peak times between 12.00pm - 4.30pm.
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Meet a Member - Promote your business!

The FLPA
board has introduced a “Meet a Member” section in each of our future newsletters to promote a
member, a member’s firm or a member’s business or product. If you would like to feature,
please email us at roundtable@flpa.org.au with the following information in less than 150
words:
· Your photo or business logo
· Your name and business name
· A brief description of your business
· Something interesting about you (that will get attention)
· A good reason why we should write about you.
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Case Watch
FLPA’s case notes will now benefit from the experience of family
law case writer and local family lawyer Malcolm Pieterse. FLPA is
very pleased to have the benefit from Malcolm’s success of his
www.familylawcases.com.au website to provide useful analysis
of recent family law cases.

Thank you to Tuskeen Jacobs who has given her time and effort
to prepare the case notes to date. We know it’s been a time consuming task. We greatly
appreciated Tuskeen’s assistance. If you would like to prepare cases for FLPA, please contact
us on roundtable@flpa.org.au.
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Heads up
The following are some top tips to give you the 'heads up' in family law. If
you have any contributions, please email us on roundtable@flpa.org.au.

Renew your practising certificate
A timely reminder this month to all practitioners to renew your practising
certificate. A lawyer (not a family lawyer) practising in Queensland was
struck off for professional misconduct. The lawyer had not renewed his certificate in
Queensland since 2008 and in NSW since 2009, but continued to practise law until 2012.

Justice Alan Wilson found the lawyer had “ignored the most basic of professional obligations
and knowingly misrepresented to the QLS and LAQ that he was entitled to practise as a lawyer
in Queensland, when he was not.”

Practitioner’s room – for practitioners only!!
Another timely reminder that the practitioner’s room at the courts is for practitioners only! Please
do not take clients into this room. Please remind non-FLPA members that the photocopying
services in this room are for FLPA members only. Please encourage them to join if they would
like to use them.
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Mountains of info in the Member Information Kit 2013-2014
Renewing FLPA members would have received the updated FLPA
Member Information Kit for 2013-2014.

For those who have not taken a look, the Member Information Kit is
packed with up-to-date resources for family law practitioners:
· Updated list of contact centres
· Practice directions issued by court
· Protocol for addressing judiciary
· Shadow expert checklist
· Letter regarding consent order applications

To check out these resources, log in to the members only page of the
FLPA website. If you have forgotten your password please click on the
‘forgotten your password’ link.
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Regional roundup
Southport court sittings
In 2014, the Southport sittings of the Federal Circuit Court will be trialling an
extension of Judge Purdon-Sully’s sittings by one day on every second
circuit.

FLPA will publish more detailed information about the Southport sittings
when the Court diary for 2014 is finalised.

At this stage the Southport sittings during 2014 will be:
· March – one day
· April and May – no sittings
· June – two days
· July – one day
· August – two days
· October – one day
· November – two days

Two regional board members for 2014
To help improve FLPA services to regional members, the FLPA board is also pleased to
announce formal regional positions on the board for 2014. For 2014, the board will officially



have two regional positions, one of which must be a member practising in or north of Mackay.

Current regional board member Rebecca Harding said the board’s decision to change the
constitution was to increase and improve regional services.

“At the next AGM and FLPA committee elections, we will be calling for two official regional
board member positions. With many members in north Queensland, we are finding we need
board assistance to ensure our members in this area are serviced well,” Rebecca said.

If you have any ideas about how FLPA can help with other regional facilities such as court
services, please contact Rebecca Harding at rebecca@bestwilson.com.au or (07) 4639 0000.
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Private supervised contact centres emerging
In a response to the sometimes lengthy delays for parents to access
public children’s contact centre services, several private fee for service
children’s contact centres have been established. The details of the
private fee Children’s Contact Services that FLPA is aware of are:

Brisbane City Children’s Contact Service (Division of Sedgman & Associates Pty Ltd)
136 Park Road, Woolloongabba
Contact Grace Silvestri on 0400 717 054 or grace_s@iinet.net.au

LifeCare Consultancy Children’s Contact Service
2/27 Stoneham Street, Stones Corner
Contact Amelia De Campo on 3397 9665 or Lifecare@bigpond.com

Kindred Connect - A Children’s Contact Service
P.O. Box 272, Dayboro
Contact: 3425 1098 or contactus@kindredconnect.com.au

If you know of any other private services, please email us on roundtable@flpa.org.au.
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FLPA events 2013-14
To register or find out more about upcoming FLPA events, see
below and go to the FLPA website.

One day conference – Rockhampton
After previous successful events, FLPA’s annual one day conference in Rockhampton is on
again – 30 September 2013. This year, the informative and entertaining Judge Demack will lead
a line up of speakers including:
· FLPA president Trent Waller – “Something fascinating about Strahan – tips for making an
application for interim property orders”
· FLPA treasurer Peter Haley – “Maximising the value from your accounting expert”

To finish the afternoon, participants can discuss burning issues and drill a panel of experts over
drinks.

When: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Monday, 30 September 2013
Where: The Edge Apartment Hotel, 102 Victoria Parade, Rockhampton
Cost: $250 first FLPA member (additional members from the same firm are $150 each).
$350 non-members (including membership). Lunch and refreshments will be provided.
RSVP: Please click here for the prepayment form. Complete and return with payment by
Wednesday, 25 September 2013 to membership@flpa.org.au; fax to (07) 3112 6838 or by
post

FLPA Christmas Party
A change of venue this year will sure to excite many members. The always enjoyable FLPA
Christmas Party will surely kick off your silly season. Mark it in your diary now!

When: 5.00pm – 8.30pm, Thursday, 5 December 2013



Where: Public Restaurant and Bar, corner Turbot and George St, Brisbane
Further details to follow.

Half day conference - From the first interview to trial
The Law Society Northern Territory is proud to present a CPD on Family Law Practice and
Advocacy ‘From the first interview to trial’.

When: 2.30pm to 5.00pm, Thursday, 23 January 2014
Where: Signatures Room, 2nd floor, Darwin Hilton, 32 Mitchell Street, Darwin.
RSVP: Register on the following link
https://www.regonline.com.au/familylawpracticeandadvocacy

One day conference – Big Day Out for ICLs
In memory of the late Federal Magistrate Keith Slack and his tireless commitment to ICL work,
FLPA is putting together a practical, interactive one day conference in Brisbane for all ICLs. In
workshop style, the conference will draw on the experience of a great line-up of industry experts
including Justice Forrest, Justice Hogan, and Justice Bauman to discuss the myriad of
complicated issues that ICLs face.

When: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Saturday, 8 February 2014
Where: Mecure Hotel, Brisbane
Further details to follow.
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CSA estimators
The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access
and reference. http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/
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Titles office website
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes:

 · the Land Titles Practice Manual
(how to complete and lodge land registry forms,

 · the fee calculator
(calculates the lodgement fees payable on land registry forms), and

 · the latest land registry forms.

These forms change regularly. You can also register your details for an automatic update.
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