
  

 

In this issue 
 

 Summer 2014/15
 

 

  

 QUICK LINKS  
 Message from the FLPA 

president 

 FLPA's new committee 
for 2015 

 Introducing new board 
members 
 
FLPA's cocktail 
celebration  

 What's six years? A bit 
of history 

 Meet a member 

 FLPA funnies  

 FLPA twilights 2015 - 
any ideas?  

 Case watch  

 Join the conversation - 
LinkedIn  

 Cairns conference 
success 

 New 'proud member' 
logo 

 Heads up 

 FLPA events 2015 

 Regional round-up  

BOOKMARKS 

 Contact Centre 
information 

 Child Support Agency’s 
Care estimator 

 Titles Office 

   

 
 

   
Dear Caroline 
 
Well, Merry Christmas to you! In this edition of FLPA's Round Table, we 
meet  FLPA new president Clarissa Rayward and the rest of the FLPA board 
including two new members. 
 
If you have any ideas for twilight seminars next year, please let us know and 
see what’s already on the professional development agenda. 
 
See all the photos from the 30th (or should we say 36th or 37th) birthday 
celebrations and learn a little about FLPA's history. 
 
You can also ‘Meet a FLPA member’ and don’t forget to join the conversation on LinkedIn and Twitter. 
 
More case notes are on the FLPA website too and if you want to volunteer for 2015, please let us know!  
 
Also see the new ACCSA website with up to date Contact Centre information. Have a safe and happy 
holiday. See you in 2015. 
 
The Round Table team  

Message from the FLPA president 

I am incredibly proud to take on the role as the new FLPA president for 
2015. 
 
I only need to scan back over those who have gone before me in 
leading our organisation to understand and appreciate what a great 
organisation we have and the big shoes I have to fill. 
 
Our past presidents are clearly practitioners who we all know well, who 
are leaders in our field and who have worked tirelessly to make FLPA 
the organisation that it is today. 
 
FLPA is now an organisation with more than 900 members, representing family law practitioners all over 
Queensland. We are by far the largest and strongest State family law association in our country. 
 
I, for one, consider perhaps the most beneficial part of my membership of FLPA to be the friendships and the 
opportunities to learn and share with my colleagues. 
 
As president, I look forward to continuing to focus on supporting members and expanding the quality and 
quantity of services so that we continue to be a strong and relevant organisation. 
 
For those of you who don’t know me, I was admitted to practice in 2003 and am a passionate advocate for 
mediation and collaborative law. Recently, I have written a book and a blog weekly as the ‘Happy Family 
Lawyer’ providing commentary and tips on issues relating to divorce. 
 
I look forward to working with the new FLPA committee for 2015 and continuing the great work of my forbears. 
I also look forward to continuing to work with and meeting new FLPA members throughout 2015. 
 
On behalf of the FLPA board, I wish you all a happy, healthy and safe holiday period and look forward to a 
prosperous and harmonious 2015. 
 
Clarissa Rayward 
President  



   FLPA's new committee for 2015 
Welcome to the new FLPA board for 2015 following the Annual General Meeting held on 28 
October 2014. 
 
With Trent Waller’s tenure coming to a close, 2014 vice president Clarissa Rayward has 
stepped up to fill the president’s shoes. 
 
Below are the 2015 board members, including two new faces.  

• President: Clarissa Rayward, Brisbane Family Law Centre 

 Vice president: Fiona Caulley, Phillips Family Law 

 Secretary: James Steel, Barry Nilsson Lawyers 

 Treasurer: Peter Haley, Vincents Chartered Accountants 

 Board members:  

 Dan Bottrell, Jones Mitchell Lawyers 

 Joe Box, Grant Thornton Chartered Accountants & Business Advisory 

 Clare Dart, Legal Aid Queensland 

 Fraser Murray, Hopgood Ganim Lawyers 

 Rebecca Harding, Barrister-at-law 

 Shannon Daykin, Damien Greer Lawyers 

 Regional members:  

 Kate Pateman, KLP Family Law   

 Paula Phelan, Rees R & Sydney Jones Solicitors 

to top  

Introducing new board members Fraser Murray … 
Prior to joining the fraternity of family lawyers in Queensland, Fraser Murray was 
employed for 10 years in various roles within the Family Court of Australia and 
Federal Circuit Court, for the most part as an Associate to Judge Spelleken, 
based in Brisbane.  
 
Fraser said this role was both a challenging and rewarding experience. 
 
“I had the benefit of travelling to many regional circuit court locations, meeting and 

developing relationships with many family law practitioners throughout Queensland and Northern New South 
Wales. Ultimately, it was this experience that defined the path to my present role as a family lawyer,” he said. 
 
Fraser has a full appreciation for the range and complexity of matters that family law practitioners encounter in 
what is the intersection of many areas of law. 
 
“I recognise the importance of working together collegiately and maintaining excellent professional 
relationships as I navigate this challenging field in private practice. 
 
For Fraser, joining the FLPA committee means being able to be a part of maintaining the service that FLPA 
provides to members. 
 
Fraser is a member of the Queensland Law Society; Family Law Section of the Law Council of Australia; and 
Sunshine Coast Law Association. He also sits on the board of Working Against Violence Support Services 
(WAVSS), an organisation offering women and children free information, support and counselling about 
domestic and family violence. 
 
… and Paula Phelan 
Born and raised in Rockhampton, Paula Phelan is proud of Central 
Queensland and strongly believes that quality legal services should be 
available to people living in regional Queensland. 
 
Joining Rees R & Sydney Jones in 2001, Paula became a partner of the 
firm in 2006. Paula said she started the family law practice at Rees R & 
Sydney Jones in 2007 after the firm had not practiced in the area for over 15 
years.  
 



“Having a background in insurance litigation, I was determined to obtain the Specialist Accreditation so that 
that I could be confident that my clients were receiving quality representation throughout their family law 
journey,” she said.  
 
The accreditation process confirmed to Paula that ongoing learning in family law is a must. 
 
“The education and practical training offered from within the FLPA membership is an invaluable resource for 
family lawyers, not only for the legal training but also in relation to collegiate dealings with practitioners and 
other service providers. 
 
“My main objective for seeking a place as one of the country members on the FLPA board is to expand the 
involvement of regional practitioners in the educational and networking opportunities offered by membership 
to FLPA and in particular to try to provide further opportunities for young practitioners to improve their skills in 
the area of family law,” said Paula. 
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FLPA's cocktail celebration 
 
More than 170 FLPA members gathered on Friday 7 November at Restaurant II 
in Brisbane to celebrate the end of another year and a significant birthday. 
 
Although the committee thought we were celebrating FLPA’s 30th birthday, it 
soon became clear not long after the committee had ordered the banners, the 
name tags, the flyers and even the branded cupcakes, that 2014 was not in fact 
the 30th birthday of our organisation. 
 

Nonetheless, in typical FLPA style, members kicked up their heels and enjoyed a fabulous night of food, 
drinks, music and the great camaraderie that FLPA is known for.  Here are some snaps from the joyous 
evening. Go to the Member only section of the FLPA website to see more photos and if you would like a 
copy, please email Caroline at roundtable@flpa.org.au. 
 

   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 
More photos in the photo gallery in the Members Only section of the FLPA website.  
to top

What's six years? A bit of history .... 
 
Whether it’s FLPA’s 30th birthday, 36th birthday or 37th birthday in 
2014, here are a few facts and a bit of FLPA’s history and the roots that 

make FLPA such a collegial organisation that it is 
today. 
 
It seems, after traipsing through the history books, 
that FLPA in fact began somewhere between 1977 
and 1979.  It is a little unclear of the exact date and 
our founders all have a slightly different 
recollection.  But perhaps the most concrete 
evidence that we’ve found is that on 6 November 
1978, 61 family law practitioners attended what is 
said to be the first formal meeting of what we now 

know as FLPA.  
 
The first president was the late Honourable Peter Hilton. The late 
Honourable Neil Buckley was the vice  
president, while Michael Habermann was secretary 
and Graeme Page QC was treasurer. 
Again, the records are a little sketchy, but it appears that there have been 19 presidents 
since the creation of FLPA in around 1977 or 1978. 
  

Our records show that after the leadership of the late Honourable 
Peter Hilton, followed Graeme Page QC, Michael Habermann, Di 
Smith, Damien Greer, Rob Grant, Bill Westbrook, Nita Stratton-Funk, 
Bruce Doyle, Graham Quinlivan, Phil Theobold, the late Honourable 
Keith Slack, Nicky Davis, Jennifer McArdle, Justice Colin Forrest, Deborah Awyzio, Trent 
Waller and now Clarissa Rayward. 
 
To document FLPA’s sketchy history, and secure it for the future, 
we are thinking  about writing a short book. If anyone has 
information that could be useful or images, please email Clarissa 

Rayward on clarissa@bflc.com.au or Round Table editor Caroline Thurlow at 
roundtable@flpa.org.au.  
 
First left: The late Honourable Peter Hilton 
First right: Graeme Page QC 
Second left: The late Honourable Neil Buckley 
Second right: Michael Habermann 



 

Meet Jennifer Hetherington  
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer started her legal career as an 
articled clerk in a general practice, during a 

time when facsimiles were sent, not emails and time recording was done on ‘pink slips’ not a computer.  
 
She has since worked in boutique family law firms and headed the family law teams of 
two mid-tier full-service firms (She has also embraced modern technology!).  
 
In September 2014 after a significant birthday and a sojourn in Springbrook, Jennifer 
decided to take the plunge into sole practice and started Hetherington Legal.  
 
She is thoroughly enjoying the independence and flexibility that brings, but does miss 
the opportunity to have a dig at her partners about the latest All Blacks victory.    
 
Jennifer has undertaken extensive postgraduate studies in family law mediation and is 
committed to collaborative law. 

 
Jennifer is on the Legal Aid preferred supplier panel and in her spare time is Chair of the Board of Mummy’s 
Wish Inc – a charity providing practical support to mums with cancer. 

 
If you would like to feature here, please email us at roundtable@flpa.org.au with the following information:  

 Your photo or business logo 

 Your name and business name 

 A brief description of your business 

 Something interesting about you (that will get attention and ensure others remember you) 
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 FLPA FUNNIES 
 
A new section of Round Table, we share a funny verbatim excerpt from an actual court 
case. If you have any to share, please post it on LinkedIn or email 
roundtable@flpa.org.au. 
 
Family Law Judge to Mother: Do you understand that you have sworn to tell the truth? 
Mother: I do. 
Judge: Do you understand what will happen if you are not truthful? 
Mother: Sure. I get everything I want.  

  
 
Family Law Judge to Father: Do you have anything to offer this court before I issue my judgement? 
Father: No your honour, my lawyer took it all. 
 
to top  

FLPA Twilights 2015 – Any ideas?  
After another year of five enlightening and informative twilight seminar speakers, 
the FLPA committee will again put their heads together to develop a program full 
of hot topics and great speakers. 
 
But we are keen for member ideas and feedback. If there is any topic you would 
like to particularly hear about, if you would like to present yourself or you know a 
good speaker, please let us know. 
 
Please contact FLPA professional development sub-committee member 
Shannon Daykin on sdaykin@damiengreer.com.au . 
 
to top 



Case Watch volunteers needed for 2015  
Case watch, in the Members Only of the FLPA website, is a valuable resource which provides a brief insight 
into significant recent family law cases in the following categories: 

 Binding Financial Agreements 

 Child support 

 Spousal maintenance 

 Divorce 

 Property 

 Children 

 Procedural 

Thank you to our army of FLPA members who have prepared the cases for 2014 - Sarah Dibley, Paul Mason, 
Peter Hooper, Kay Feeney, Rebecca Harding, Caitlin Wilson, Grace Lawson, Carla Franchina, Rachel Lusis, 
Anna Bertone, Ben O’Neill, Phil Ridgeway and Ashley Ehlers. Your support is greatly appreciated! 
 
We are again looking for volunteers to write some case notes for FLPA’s Case Watch in 2015. 
If you can help and at the same time promote yourself and your expertise, please email 
roundtable@flpa.com.au.   
 
to top 

Join the conversation – FLPA on LinkedIn and Twitter 
 
We now have more than 100 members of the FLPA member only group on LinkedIn. Use it to 
find valuable information, share content, make business contacts and establish yourself as an 
industry expert!  If you are unsure how to make the most of a LinkedIn group, here’s a few tips. 
 
Starting a discussion 

You can start a discussion from FLPA’s Discussions page. A discussion might be a question for group 
members to provide feedback, an observation, an opportunity or heads up advice for fellow practitioners. To 
start a discussion: 

1. Move your cursor over Interests at the top of your homepage and select Groups. 

2. Click the group's name – Family Law Practitioners Association. 

3. Enter your topic or question in the "Start a discussion or share something with the group" box 
(required). Remember to keep it quite short. 

4. Enter details in the "Add more details" box or add a link to a website by typing in the URL and 
pressing the space bar on your keyboard. 

5. Click Share. 

To join, log into LinkedIn. In the search field, type in Family Law Practitioners Association of Queensland and 
click on Follow http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=6640041&trk=groups_most_popular-h-
logo&goback=%2Egmp_6640041 
  
Don’t forget, FLPA also now has a Twitter account for fast communication about last minute changes, quick 
announcements, or Family Law Residential information. To follow, log into Twitter. Search for FLPAQ or go 
to https://twitter.com/flpaq and click on Follow. 
 
to top 



Cairns conference success  

Tropic North Queensland put on a fantastic turn out yet again for what has 
become known as the annual FLPA in the Tropics. 
 
Justice Tree and Justice Forrest along with other prominent speakers drew 
the crowds and feedback from those who attended was extremely positive. 
 
The papers given were diverse in range from a presentation on valuations 
which was specifically tailored to the Far North Queensland region right 
through to a very comically delivered paper on representing clients in the Family Law Courts. 
 
Thank you to the speakers who gave their time and knowledge. The FLPA committee would also like to give a 
big shout out too to all those who were able to attend. Until next year! 
 

New ‘proud member’ logo 
Don’t forget to download and use FLPA’s new ‘proud member’ logo. We have designed this 
logo for members to use on stationery, email signatures, website or other corporate 
marketing.  
 
And here’s a great tip. If you use it in your email signature or website, make sure you 
hyperlink it to the FLPA website or your profile on the FLPA website. 
 
Download the logo from the “Marketing assistance” page in the Members 
Only section on the FLPA website – http://www.flpa.org.au/Members-
only.html. 

 
If you would like more information about using this logo, please contact Caroline at 
roundtable@flpa.org.au.  
 

Heads Up 
 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) last week released the 2013 statistics on 
marriage and divorce revealing some key trends. 
 
Divorces 
• There were 47,638 divorces in 2013. A drop of 4.6 per cent from 2012. 
• The median duration from the time of marriage to divorce was approximately 12 years. 
• Parties were most likely to divorce in their early forties. 
• Most divorce applications were applied for jointly. 
 
Marriages 
• There were 118,962 marriages registered in 2013. A drop of 3.5 per cent from the previous year. 
• The majority of marriage ceremonies are conducted by civil celebrants. 
• The median age to get married in 2013 was 31.5 years for males and 29.5 years for females. 
 
Detailed statistics can be found on the ABS website: www.abs.gov.au/ausstats 
 



FLPA events 2015 
To register or find out more about upcoming FLPA events as well as other 
events, see below and go to the FLPA website.  
 
NT Family Law Conference 2015 ‘start at the top’ 
Although the Northern Territory doesn’t have an independent Family Law 
association, they do have a fantastic conference! It’s a great opportunity for 
FLPA members to visit the NT! A great line up of Federal Circuit Court Judges including Judge Cole will speak 
as well as Family Court Judges. 
 
When: 22 – 23 January 2015 
Where: Darwin 
Cost: Early Bird Special until 8 January 2015 - $462pp 
Full Rate from 9 January 2015 - $506pp 
More info or register: www.regonline.com.au/flc2015 
  
IACP training on Gold Coast 2015 - Early bird registration now open! 
There’s never been a better time for Queensland practitioners to activate, 
reinvigorate or pursue collaborative practice than 2015! The International 
Academy of Collaborative Practice (IACP) will hold their conference on the Gold 
Coast from 16 – 19 April 2015. Only the second international collaborative 
practice conference to ever be held outside the USA, Queensland and the Gold 
Coast will host international experts in collaborative practice. The program will offer both introductory training 
courses as well as two and one day advanced collaborative courses delivered from extraordinary trainers. 
 
When: 16 - 19 April 2015 
Where: Sofitel Gold Coast 
Who should attend: All family law practitioners interested in collaborative practice, including those with no 
collaborative experience or training. 
More information: Early bird registration is now open. Please click here to find out more 
information. 
 
North Queensland Law Association conference – 29 - 30 May 2015 
With a specialist Family Law stream at the 2015 conference which is sponsored by FLPA, 
this conference on Hamilton Island will be one to attend. A great line up of speakers and 
topics is taking shape so make sure you get in early. And early bird registration for the 
2015 conference has now opened.  
 
When:    Friday 29 May to Saturday 30 May 2015 
Where:  Hamilton Island  
Cost: Member early bird two-day registration $950, Non members early bird two-day registration $1150 
Register: http://nqla.com.au/2015-conference-information-and-registration/ 

Regional round-up 
Townsville Christmas bash  

FLPA members in Townsville joined Judge Coker and Judge Baumann and other 
FLPA members for the inaugural Townsville Family Law Practitioners Social Club 
Christmas drinks to celebrate the year gone by. 
 
Held at the Jam Corner Restaurant on 26 November, members had such a good 
time, we couldn't get any photos! 
 

 

Contact Centre information 

 
 
The ACCSA has a handy new website with information about public and private contact centre waiting times 
and operating hours. Bookmark it for easy access and reference.  
 
 
 



Child Support Agency Care Estimator 
 

The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care Estimator and Child 
Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access and reference. 
http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/ 

 

Titles Office  
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals 
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes: 

 ·         the Land Titles Practice Manual  
          (how to complete and lodge land registry forms, 

 ·         the fee calculator 
          (calculates the lodgement fees payable on land registry forms), and 

 ·         the latest land registry forms. 

These forms change regularly. You can also register your details for an automatic update. 

 
  

  

 

  
 


