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Dear Caroline 
 
Although we can barely call it winter in sunny Queensland, this winter issue of Round Table has 
FLPA president Trent Waller’s address as well as features some of the upcoming talent at this 
year’s Family Law Residential. 
 
See what’s next on the FLPA events calendar – a few great twilights coming up and some 
collaborative law training with international expert Victoria Smith. 
 
And if you missed it, read about the stalking twilight and the Travis Lindenmayer award 
winner. Don’t miss the boat on LinkedIn and Twitter. Follow FLPA on twitter and join the 
LinkedIn group. 
 
Also, your renewal notice for 2014/15 will arrive shortly. Please don’t forget to renew your 
membership. And more case notes are on the FLPA website too!  
 
The Round Table team 
  
Message from the FLPA president 

It is with regret that FLPA recently informed members of the sad passing of 
two fine members of our family law fraternity – The Honourable James 
Barry, retired Family Court Judge and Brisbane barrister Guy Burridge. On 
behalf of FLPA colleagues, our thoughts are with both families at this time. 
 
As most of you would know, the 29th Annual Family Law Residential 2014 
will be held at the Royal Pines Resort from the 7 to 9 August 2014. 
 
Among the many interesting and informative speakers and discussions lined 
up, this year, the program will begin with a Masterclass on Thursday 
afternoon conducted by Megan Hunter. The Masterclass will be followed by 
welcome drinks from 6pm. 
 
Your FLPA membership will be sent to you shortly. Please ensure you renew your membership 
to remain a part of and benefit from this dynamic and thriving association. 
 
See you at the Residential and until next Round Table.   

Trent Waller 
President 
to top 
  
Highlights of the upcoming Residential 
 

Designed with the needs of all family law practitioners – barristers, senior 
practitioners, those new to the area, and other family law professionals – the 
dynamic program of this year’s Residential will begin on Thursday 7 August 
with a Masterclass from 2.30pm to 5.00pm. 
 
New to the program, the Masterclass will be conducted by Megan Hunter on 
Dealing with the most difficult people. A dynamic speaker, Megan is the 
founder of Life Unhooked and an expert in providing the techniques to 
manage high conflict and difficult people. 
 
Judges of both the Family Court and the Federal Circuit Court and Justice 



Brerton of the Supreme Court of New South Wales will lead an outstanding panel of presenters 
on topics of Property, Children and Essentials. 
 
Registration is now open online at http://bit.ly/SziYhd. All FLPA members are entitled to the 
member registration fee. Early bird closes on 4 July. Registration closes on 4 August 2014.  
 
to top 
  
Rob Grant honoured with Award  

 
Nearly 120 FLPA members joined friends, members of 
the judiciary and family law colleagues for drinks and the 
presentation of The Honourable Travis Lindenmayer 
Award for commitment to the family law profession. 
 
The proud and deserving recipient of the seventh award 
was Rob Grant, pictured here with wife Christine and The 
Honourable Travis Lindenmayer. 
 
In presenting the award, FLPA president Trent Waller 
said Rob was determined to begin his law career as 

quickly as possible. 
 
“To obtain his articles in 1972, Rob went door to door to 84 firms in three days and was articled 
to Dick Stephens,” Trent said. 
 
Working in family law exclusively for more than 35 years, Rob is a nationally-accredited 
mediator and family dispute resolution provider. He has also contributed significantly to FLPA 
giving countless papers and presentations on family law and holding the positions of FLPA 
president and treasurer. 
 
“His wife Christine, who now works alongside him, tells me that Rob has always had work-life 
balance. He has lived to work and she has balanced the rest,” Trent said.   
 
The award is named after retired Judge of the Family Court of Australia, The Honourable Travis 
Lindenmayer who served as a Judge of the Family Court for 26 years and was a member of the 
Appeal Division of the Court for 15 years. 
 
The Honourable Travis Lindenmayer was proud to present the award to Rob.  
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Meet Robert Quirk – Barrister-at-Law  

 
 
 
 
 

A barrister in private practice, FLPA member Robert Quirk broke his 
back in 2010 while training for a triathlon. Managing to fully recover, 
he qualified for and competed in the world triathlon championship in 
2011. Robert says he brings the same focus and dedication to his 
work as a barrister. 
 
After practising in Townsville for 12 years with a significant family 
law practice, Robert has recently relocated to Brisbane and is re-
establishing his practice at Higgins Chambers.  
 
To contact Robert: 
E:            raquirk@quirk.com.au 
M:          0414 938841 
P:            3221 2182  
 
If you would like to feature here, please email us at roundtable@flpa.org.au with the following 
information:  

• Your photo or business logo 
• Your name and business name 



• A brief description of your business 
• Something interesting about you (that will get attention and ensure others 

remember you) 
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 FLPA FUNNY 
 
A new section of Round Table, we share a funny verbatim excerpt 
from actual court cases. Thanks Caitlin Wilson from Damien Greer 
Lawyers for this one. If you have any to share, please post it on 
LinkedIn or email roundtable@flpa.org.au. 
  
Lawyer:   Do you have any problems with the English language? 
Witness: No, I speak very good English. 
Lawyer:   Great. Do you know Andre? 
Witness: That’s my cousin. 
Lawyer:   You have known him all your life? 
Witness: Since we grewed up.  
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No court on 14 November for G20 
 
The Queensland Government’s public holiday 
for those working in the Brisbane City Council 
area on Friday 14 November will mean there will 
be no court on this day. 
 
Only workers in the Brisbane City Council area 
will receive this special one-off holiday to assist 
with easing security concerns and traffic 
congestion when the G20 summit is being held. 
 
“Similar to the Brisbane Ekka public holiday, 
entitlement is not based on a person’s place of 
residence but their place of work,” said Premier 
Campbell Newman. 
 
The 2014 G20 Leaders Summit, the most 
important event in the G20 year, will be held on 
15 and 16 November in Brisbane. 
 
This will be the most significant meeting of world 
leaders that Australia has hosted with as many 
as 4,000 delegates and 3,000 media 
representatives expected to attend. 
 
to top 
Case Watch  
We’ve loaded six great new and interesting case summaries on 
the FLPA website.  

• Norton & Locke (2013) FLC 93-567; [2013] FamCAFC 
202 

• Sinclair v Hatcher [2014] FCCA 395 
• Talbot & Talbot [2014] FamCA 128 
• Lackey & Mae [2014] FMCAfam 284 
• Marsh & Marsh [2014] FamCAFC 24 
• Lovett & Xavier and Anor [2014] FamCA 49 

Thank you to Peter Hooper, Anna Bertone, Kay Feeney, Ben O’Neill, Rebecca Harding and Phil 
Ridgeway for your efforts to prepare these recent case notes.  
 
 
to top 
Stalking on the increase! –Twilight Seminar in May 2014 
 



Incidences of stalking are increasing and professions 
most at risk are doctors and lawyers said Dr Michele 
Pathé, Clinical Director and Senior Forensic Psychiatrist 
from Queensland Community Forensic Service. 
 
Presenting at a FLPA Twilight seminar and webinar in 
early May at Grant Thornton, Dr Pathé said stalking is 
increasing because of greater instability in intimate 
relationships, greater social complexity and social 
isolation, an increasing culture of blame, and 

technological advances such as internet, scanners, video surveillance and camera phones. 
 
According to Dr Pathé, stalkers are mostly male and victims are mostly female. 
 
“Most also have a psychological or psychotic disorder,” she said. 
 
Dr Pathé indicated there were five clinical classifications of stalkers but the two most likely in a 
family law context were the 'rejected stalker' and the 'resentful stalker'. 
 
According to Dr Pathé , the rejected stalker (or bunny boiler aka Glenn Close) usually stalk 
because of the breakdown of an intimate relationship. 
 
“Their initial motivation is to either reconcile or for revenge. But their sustaining motivation is 
that stalking compensates for lost intimacy,” she said. 
 
The resentful stalker often has a paranoid disorder and they can feel they have been exposed 
to injustice or humiliation. Their initial motivation for stalking is the desire for revenge. But their 
sustaining motivation is satisfying their sense of power and control that comes from harassing 
their victim.  
 
To see the Twilight seminar on video, go to the members only section of the FLPA website 
and find FLPA event videos. 
 
To read read Dr Pathé’s presentation, go to the members only section of the FLPA website 
and find Papers. 
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Join the conversation – FLPA on LinkedIn and Twitter 

 
FLPA is now on LinkedIn and Twitter and you can use it to find valuable 
information, ask for advice, share content, make business contacts and 
establish yourself as an industry expert! 
 
A closed group only for FLPA members, we have more than 70 practitioners 
in the group. If you are unsure how to make the most of a LinkedIn group, 
here’s a few tips. 

 
Starting a discussion 
You can start a discussion from FLPA’s Discussions page. A discussion might be a question for 
group members to provide feedback, an observation, an opportunity or heads up advice for 
fellow practitioners. To start a discussion: 

1. Move your cursor over Interests at the top of your homepage and select Groups. 

2. Click the group's name – Family Law Practitioners Association. 

3. Enter your topic or question in the "Start a discussion or share something with the 
group" box (required). Remember to keep it quite short. 

4. Enter details in the "Add more details" box or add a link to a website by typing in the 
URL and pressing the space bar on your keyboard. 

5. Click Share. 

To join, log into LinkedIn. In the search field, type in Family Law Practitioners Association of 
Queensland and click on Follow 
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=6640041&trk=groups_most_popular-h-
logo&goback=%2Egmp_6640041 
  



Don’t forget, FLPA also now has a Twitter account for fast communication about last minute 
changes, quick announcements, or Family Law Residential information. To follow, log into 
Twitter. Search for FLPAQ or go to https://twitter.com/flpaq and click on Follow. 
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Heads up 
 
Drop Box trial completed 
 
The three-month trial of the Family Law Registry’s “Drop Box” non-
urgent filing procedure has now finished. 
 
If you have any further comment about the process, please contact 
FLPA president Trent Waller on trent.waller@mk.com.au as he consults with the Brisbane 
Registry.  

to top 
Two sad passings  

It was with tremendous sadness that FLPA informed members of the 
death in May of the Honourable James Barry. 
 
The Honourable James Barry served as a Judge of the Family Court 
from 1983 to his retirement in June 2011. 
 
At the time of his retirement, he was the second longest serving Family 
Court Judge. He contributed greatly to continuing legal education, 
developing the SOAP program, providing invaluable training and 
education for practitioners. 
 
While serving more than half of his appointment in the Townsville 

Registry, he was an active participate in the North Queensland legal community and 
adjudicated moots for James Cook University Law School. 
 
The Honourable James Barry will be remembered for his practical common sense approach he 
brought to determining disputes. He was a man of great ability and integrity.   
 
It was also with deep sadness that FLPA informed members of the sudden passing of Mr Guy 
Burridge on 6 May. Guy was a Registrar of the Family Court before his call to the Bar in 1999. 
 
Guy was a trusted and cherished friend and respected colleague to many in the legal 
community. Our thoughts are with his family.  
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Give sight on trivia night  
 
Following the success of previous fundraising trivia nights, the next fun night 
will be held in the Fish Bowl at the Family Law Courts on Friday 18th July to 
raise funds for ACIPP - African Community Internship and Placement 
Programme. 
 
A non-profit organisation, ACIPP provide free eye care to 500 people in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone. The funds raised will go directly to the programme to help purchase 
materials and transport reading glasses from Europe to Africa. 
 
Register your team of 10 for $125 or register individually for $15 per person. Drinks from 5pm 
and trivia starts at 6pm. To register, email Chelsea Bray at 
chelsea.bray@federalcircuitcourt.gov.au. 
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Reap the rewards and renew your FLPA 
membership for 2014/15 
 
FLPA membership fees for 2014/15 are due in July. For only $99, 
FLPA membership must be one of the best value professional 
memberships around. 



 
Providing members with constant and up-to-date information about the family law industry and 
great professional development opportunities, you would be crazy not to renew. And make sure 
your family law colleagues also join! 
 
To renew, wait for your email notification and complete the FLPA membership renewal form 
and return with your payment to the address on the form. We now accept credit card, cheque, 
or EFT, so it’s easy to renew. 
 
Don’t forget to update your listing on the FLPA website at http://www.flpa.org.au/Find-a-FLPA-
member.html.  
  
Regional round-up 

Computers in Townsville 
Townsville FLPA committee member Kate Pateman has the computer, 
internet and  photocopy equipment installed in the Family Law Court in 
Townsville. 
 
If you have any maintenance issues on the new computer or 
photocopier in the Townsville Courts, please contact Kate on 07 4775 
6667.   

to top 
FLPA sponsors QUT Family Law prize  
 

FLPA once again is proudly supporting the upcoming family 
lawyers in Queensland by sponsoring the Family Law prize at the 
Queensland University of Technology Faculty of Law annual prize 
ceremony. 
 
Rosalind Mason presented the FLPA award to Mitchell Cox for the 
2013 academic year on FLPA’s behalf at a ceremony on Tuesday 
13 May 2014. 

 
The prize is awarded to the student who has achieved the best performance in the family law 
unit. 
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FLPA events 2014 
To register or find out more about upcoming FLPA events, see 
below and go to the FLPA website.  
 
Twilight seminar and webinar – Ethical considerations 
during mediation 
One of Brisbane’s leading mediators – Jenny Rimmer – will discuss the many and complex 
ethical issues you must consider during mediation. Appropriately managing the needs of 
different parties including children, conflict of interest dilemmas, and your own personal morals 
are all issues that you must consider. 
 
A great seminar for all practitioners! 
 
When: 5.30pm, Thursday 19 June 2014 
Where: Vincents, Santos House, Level 34, 32 Turbot Street, Brisbane  
Cost: $33 members, $55 non-members 
RSVP: Monday 16 June. Click here to register. 
  
Queensland Collaborative Law Intensive with Victoria Smith 
Queensland Collaborative Law (QCL) is bringing internationally-recognised collaborative 
practice trainer Victoria Smith to the Gold Coast for a two-day intensive workshop for 
collaborative and allied professionals.  
 
When: Friday 25th and Saturday 26th July 2014 
Where: Palazzo Versace, Gold Coast 
Cost: $1190 members $1490 (non members) 
RSVP: 18 July 2014. Click here for registration brochure 
  
 



Queensland Collaborative Law introductory training with Victoria Smith 
Queensland Collaborative Law (QCL) is also bringing Victoria Smith to Townsville to conduct 
introductory training in collaborative practice. The training will suit professionals new to 
collaborative practice wanting to add collaborative practice to their skill set. It will also suit 
practitioners who have already completed the training, but need a refresher to reignite their 
collaborative practice. It will be of interest to:  

 Family lawyers  

 Psychologists and social workers who work with children and couples 

 Financial planners who wish to work with separating couples 

 Accountants and property valuers 

When: Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd August 2014 
Where: Townsville 
Cost: $1200 (first member of firm) $600 (subsequent members) 
RSVP: 21 July 2014.  Click here for registration brochure 
                                         
29th Annual Family Law Residential 2014 
The Family Law Residential is the premier event for family lawyers in Queensland and attracts 
family lawyers from all over Queensland and interstate.  
 
When: Thursday 7th to Saturday 9th August 2014 
Where: RACV Royal Pines Resort, Golf Coast 
Cost: Early bird $990, Standard $1235 
RSVP: Click here for registration details and program 
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CSA estimators 

The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy access 
and reference. http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/ 
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Titles office website 
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals 
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes: 

 ·         the Land Titles Practice Manual  
          (how to complete and lodge land registry forms, 

 ·         the fee calculator 
          (calculates the lodgement fees payable on land registry forms), and 

 ·         the latest land registry forms. 

These forms change regularly. You can also register your details for an automatic update. 
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