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Message from the FLPA president 

Happy New Year to all our members. I hope your holiday season was a joyous 
one. 
 
As president for my second year, my main priorities will be to communicate the 
work we do and to make sure all our members - regional and metropolitan - 
have up-to-date information on issues affecting our profession. 
 
I am pleased to report that we have had a 20 per cent increase in new 

membership on this time last year.  At the start of 2011 we had 571 members situated in 
Brisbane, Gold Coast, Ipswich/Toowoomba, Gladstone/Rockhampton, Cairns/Townsville and 
Central Queensland. There are now 669 members comprising 552 renewing members, 74 
new members and 43 honorary members. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome four new FLPA committee members this 
year – Dan Bottrell, Clare Dart, James Steel and Rebecca Harding - and thank all those 
members who agreed to run for office.  I know FLPA will continue to be a strong voice under 
their leadership. 
 
Longstanding board member and past president Jennifer McArdle leaves the board this year 
and I wish to personally thank her for her valuable contribution to FLPA and to acknowledge 
that her input will be missed. I also wish Jennifer well in all her future endeavours. 
 
I acknowledge the contributions of Reagan Wilson and Joe Healy as board members who 
have not nominated for positions this year but who selflessly devoted their time and energy to 
furthering FLPA’s objectives during their time on the committee. 
 
I am pleased to announce we have begun planning for 2012 The Family Law Residential. 
This year’s conference will be held on Friday 17 and Saturday 18 August at the Royal Pines 
Resort on the Gold Coast with special guest speaker The Honourable Michael Kirby AC. 
Please keep checking our website at www.flpa.org.au,  for more details on upcoming events 
and seminars. 
  
As we start planning for this year, members can look forward to many more social and 
educational events from the new FLPA executive committee. I extend a warm welcome to all 
of you to get involved and be a part of what is already shaping up to be another terrific year. 
 
If you have any contributions or comments, please email us on roundtable@flpa.org.au. 

Deborah Awyzio 
FLPA president 
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FLPA pays tribute to “remarkable” FM Keith Slack  
  

It is with great sadness that FLPA shares the news of Federal Magistrate 
Keith Slack’s passing in late December 2011 after a long battle with 
cancer. 
  
A past president of FLPA, FM Slack is well-remembered by many as a 
kind, thoughtful man with a great sense of humour spending some time 
writing FLPA’s entertaining “Not the Newsletter”.   
  
FM Slack will also be remembered for his dedication and tireless 
commitment to family law, in particular the practical skills-based training he 
prepared for younger practitioners and ICLs. 

  



 Child Support Agency’s 

Care Estimator 

 Titles Office 
 

One of his more recent seminars to enhance the skills of practitioners was in 2009 entitled 
“How to prepare for a federal magistrates court hearing”. 
  
President of FLPA and long-time colleague and fellow AFL teammate Deborah Awyzio said 
he made a remarkable contribution to family law in Queensland. 
  
“Keith was one of those truly special people who understood the intricacies of family law and 
human nature," Ms Awyzio said. 
 
"He was not afraid to share his humour to help practitioners deal with this highly emotional 
and stressful area of law."   
  
“After he was appointed as a federal magistrate in September 2005, FM Slack continued to 
attend FLPA committee meetings to enhance the communication between family law 
practitioners and the Federal Magistrates Court." 
  
Keith Slack was admitted to practice as a solicitor in 1978 and as a barrister in 1992. He is 
survived by his wife and two children. 
  
As a perpetual reminder of his work and to continue his tradition of enhancing the knowledge 
and skills base of family law practitioners, FLPA is working on an award in FM Slack’s name. 
We will announce this soon.  
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FLPA calls on Government to ratify de facto property and 
maintenance orders 
  

In a media release, FLPA called on the Federal Government to enact retrospective legislation 
immediately to ratify de facto property and maintenance orders or risk thousands of rulings 
being challenged. 
  
The call comes in the wake of Wednesday 22 February’s shocking revelation that the 
Government has failed to properly authorise Family Court orders relating to de facto couples, 
including property settlements and maintenance agreements, between 1 March 2009 and 11 
February 2012. 
  
FLPA president Deborah Awyzio said FLPA believed the implications of this “very unfortunate 
administrative error” could have far-reaching consequences and was a sensitive issue for 
those involved as it had potential to “open old wounds.” 
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FLPA 2012 committee elected 
The FLPA 2011 AGM was held on Thursday 24 November from 5.30pm until 8.30pm at 
Vincents Chartered Accountants, Brisbane. 
 
A key element of the AGM is to elect the new executive committee to manage the association 
and set FLPA’s direction and future goals. 
 
It is important that the executive committee consists of members who are committed to 
FLPA’s vision and who have the capacity to contribute to the development of the association’s 
objectives. 
  

NAME  FIRM  POSITION 

Deborah Awyzio DA Family Lawyers President 

Trent Waller Carne Reidy Herd Lawyers Vice-President 

Rebecca Parry Fox and Thomas Lawyers Secretary 

Peter Haley 
Vincents Chartered 

Accountants 
Treasurer 

Rebecca Harding Best Wilson Family Law Regional Member 

Dan Bottrell Jones Mitchell Lawyers Committee Member 

Fiona Caulley Rice Naughton Buckley Committee Member 

Joseph Box Grant Thornton Committee Member 

Clare Dart Legal Aid Queensland Committee Member 

Clarissa Rayward Brisbane Family Law Centre Committee Member 

James Steel Barry Nilsson Lawyers Committee Member 
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Congratulations to CJ Bryant and FM Baumann 
The Australia Day 2012 Honours List was announced on Thursday 26 
January 2012 by the Governor-General and two of our family law colleagues 
were among recipients. 
  
The Honours list provides national and formal recognition for approximately 
690 Australians who have made a significant difference to their communities. 
  
Chief Justice Diana Bryant was awarded The Centenary Medal which 
commemorates 100 years of federation and acknowledges the challenges of 
the new century by recognising citizens and other people who made a 
contribution to Australian society or government. 

  
Federal Magistrate Michael Baumann was awarded The National Medal which recognises 
long and diligent service by members of recognised organisations that help the community 
during times of crisis. The award recognised FM Baumann’s tireless efforts with Legal Aid 
prior to his appointment as the first Federal Magistrate in Queensland. 
  
FLPA congratulates you both! 
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Michael Kirby AC to open Family Law Residential 2012 
 HOT News! Retired judge of the High Court of Australia 
The   Honourable Michael Kirby AC CMG will open the Family Law 
Residential (FLR) in 2012 on the Gold Coast. 

The inspirational speaker and author of autobiography Michael Kirby: A 
private life, is renowned for his thought-provoking dissenting judgements 
during his term as Australia’s longest serving judge. 

 The Hon Michael Kirby’s presentation is not to be missed! Talking on 
same sex marriages and sharing his views on other topical issues, his 
appearance will make this year’s FLR more memorable than ever before. 

  
To read more about The Hon Michael Kirby including his judicial opinions, speeches, and 
other ‘pearls of wisdom’, visit http://www.michaelkirby.com.au/. 
  
Mark the date in your diary – Friday 17 August to Saturday 18 August, 2012.  
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Heads up 
The following are some tops tips to give you the 'heads up'  to start your 
2012 off on the right track!. If you have any contributions, please email us on 
roundtable@flpa.org.au.  

 
Following recent renovations, members should be aware that there are new 

subpoenaed document inspection premises at the Family Court and the Federal 
Magistrates Court.

Resources are still running thin in the Federal Magistrates Court 

 
Trial dates in the Federal Magistrates Court have already blown out. FM Purdon-Sully is 
offering a three-day trial in October while FM Demack is offering a two-day trial in July! 
 
Federal Magistrate Turner is in Brisbane from Darwin and hearing trials. A welcome visitor 
increasing the resources and easing the burden for a short period. 
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Advertise your positions vacant on FLPA website!  
Are you finding it hard to find the right family law staff? Or struggling to find the right job for 
you? 
  
The FLPA website will now offer a “Careers” section advertising relevant professional and 
support positions in family law. Whether you are looking for the right staff, or looking for the 
right job, think of the FLPA website to advertise or look for you next job. 



  
Members can advertise positions for just $50. Non-members can advertise for $127 (including 
membership). 
  
Visit www.flpa.org.au/careers. 
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Upcoming events 

 

The FLPA professional development committee is busily working out a schedule of 
professional development events for 2012. A few date savers are already in the calendar: 

FLPA in the Tropics - one-day conference 
Saturday 19 May 
Pacific International, Cairns 
 
12th Australian Institute of Family Studies Conference 2012 

25 - 27 July 
Melbourne Convention Centre 
To register, http://conference.aifs.gov.au/registration.php 
 
2012 Family Law Residential 
Friday 17 – Saturday 18 August 2012 
Royal Pines, Gold Coast 

Stay tuned to www.flpa.org.au for twilight seminars and other events coming up. 
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FLPA regional members: we want to hear from you 
To plan ahead for our regional seminar program, FLPA is seeking input and ideas from our 
regional members on topic ideas.  
 
Let us know what you think of the program so far and any improvements or topic ideas that 
should be included. We’re listening!  
 
Please feel free to email your suggestions to our regional committee member Rebecca 
Harding at rharding@bestwilson.com.au.  
 
to top 
 
Support for national domestic violence scheme 
 

FLPA has welcomed moves to introduce a national scheme for domestic and family violence 
orders (DVOs). 
 
The national scheme is an important step in streamlining domestic violence orders across all 
jurisdictions. Once enacted, the legislation will allow anyone protected by a DVO to move 
across state and territory borders to remain covered, instead of being required to register their 
DVO in a new jurisdiction to maintain protection. 
 
The States and Territories have agreed to work with the Commonwealth to finalise the 
legislation for approval by the Standing Council of Law and Justice (SCLJ) in early 2012, with 
the aim of implementing the national scheme by early 2013. 
 
To view the full media release, please go to http://www.flpa.org.au/Latest-media-
releases.html. 
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Practitioner's room: Family Law Court 

Just a friendly reminder to all FLPA members that the 
practitioner’s room at the Family Law Court is not 
suitable for client meetings. 
 
This is a practitioner resource that is for practitioners 
only and not their clients. We appreciate your 
understanding in this matter. 
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Summer storm didn’t dampen FLPA Christmas spirits 
  

The FLPA Christmas party was again a roaring success with 158 
FLPA members gracing the elegant surrounds of the State 
Library listening to the sounds of Stacey Broughton Jazz from 
Melbourne. 
 
The summer storm passing through didn’t dampen the Christmas 
celebratory spirits. Here’s a few snapshots from the evening. 
Check out the photos on the member only section of the FLPA 

website to see if you were snapped.  
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Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act passed  
 

Earlier this month, the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act was passed to give 
greater protection to children and families at risk. 
 
In a submission on the proposed Act in 2008, FLPA made a number of recommendations that 
have been included in the Bill including changing the onus for consent orders. 
 
In October last year, FLPA president Deborah Awyzio appeared before the Community Affairs 
Committee’s public hearing on the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Bill 2011. 
 
At the hearing, Ms Awyzio outlined FLPA’s support for changes in the Bill which gave a 
broader definition of domestic violence to reflect all forms of abuse, including financial abuse. 
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Case watcher appointed 
Following our call in the last newsletter, Tuskeen Jacobs - senior associate from Rostron 
Carlyle - has kindly volunteered to review a few topical cases each month. 
 
These will be uploaded to the case watch page in the members only section of the FLPA 
website http://www.flpa.org.au/Case-watch.html. Keep a look out for case watches coming 
up. We’ll provide a snippet in each newsletter to tantalise your taste buds! 
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Civil Partnership Law update 
 

FLPA has welcomed the passage of the Civil Partnership Bill 2011. 
 
Late last year, the association was called on by the Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister 
for State Development and Trade, the Hon. Andrew Fraser MP, to provide input into an 
amendment to the proposed Bill by the Queensland Council of Civil Liberties. 
 
Under clause 18 of the new Bill, the proposed amendment required the District Court to be 
satisfied that reasonable arrangements had been made for any dependent children of the 
relationship when terminating a civil partnership. 
 
In its submission to the Government,  FLPA warned that if the proposed amendments were 
made to the Bill, it could lead to increased legal costs and confusion for separating couples 
from a civil partnership. 
 
The Government took FLPA’s comments into consideration and The Civil Partnerships Bill 
was passed on 30 November 2011 without the Queensland Council of Civil Liberties’ 
proposed amendment. 
 
To view the full media release, please go to http://www.flpa.org.au/Latest-media-
releases.html. 
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CSA estimators 

The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy 
access and reference. http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/ 
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Titles office website 

The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals 
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes: 

 the Land Titles Practice Manual which details how to complete and lodge land registry 

forms, 

 the fee calculator calculates the lodgement fees payable on commonly lodged land 

registry forms, and 

 the latest land registry forms. 

As these things change regularly, you can also register your details for an automatic update. 
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