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Message from the FLPA president 

The past month has been a turning point for the Family Law 
Practitioners’ Association of Queensland. 
 
The recent case of the four Italian sisters has catapulted FLPA’s 
profile and the complexity of the international laws regarding the 
Hague Convention to national attention. Throughout media 
reporting of the case, FLPA sought to balance the coverage and as 
president, I have devoted much time and energy to clarifying the 
law around the facts of the reported judgement.  This resulted in a 

dynamic shift in how the case has been reported and FLPA is proud about actively 
fulfilling one of its core objectives – to be the public voice for family law practitioners 
in Queensland.   
 
We will continue to monitor this ground breaking case and are keen to hear what you 
think of the way FLPA has made public comment about this issue. To do this, you 
can go to our online poll on FLPA’s homepage or complete our member survey (and 
win one of three bottles of champagne). 
 
On 27 April, we hosted a special Valedictory Ceremony in honour of the late Federal 
Magistrate Keith Slack. Attendees spent the evening reflecting on the remarkable 
contribution FM Slack made to the professional development of so many of our 
members.  The former FLPA president’s contribution will be remembered by the 
association with the Keith Slack Memorial Awards - an initiative that will include a bi-
annual one-day training seminar focused on practical skills for family lawyers and a 
writing competition which commemorates FM Slack’s witty penmanship of “Not the 
Newsletter”.  Read on for more details. 
 
Our executive committee is already busy planning for the upcoming Family Law 
Residential scheduled for 17-18 August. Expert presenters and guest speakers such 
as Chief Justice Diana Bryant AO and the Hon Michael Kirby will provide delegates 
with the latest information on family law. Don’t forget to visit the FLPA website 
frequently to find out about our latest events. 
 
In other news, two new sections are now available on the website – 1) Positions 
Vacant is now available if you would like to advertise to fellow practitioners, and 2) 
Case Watch is available in the member only section for you to add or access case 
information. 
 
As we look to seek membership renewals for another year, I would like to thank you 
all for your continued support of FLPA.  At this time, I would encourage you to reach 
out to a friend or colleague and encourage him/her to join our dynamic association 
and I look forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming events. 
 
If you have any contributions or comments, please email us on 
roundtable@flpa.org.au. 

Deborah Awyzio 
FLPA president 
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Keith Slack memorial awards 



Family lawyers from across Queensland gathered at a special 
Valedictory Ceremony to honour the late Federal Magistrate Keith 
Slack on April 27. 
 
FM Slack was a mentor to many and his unwavering contribution to 
the professional development of family lawyers will be appreciated for 
years to come. 
 
Speaking at the ceremony, FLPA president Deborah Awyzio reflected 

on the life and career of one of the profession’s most inspiring practitioners.  
 
“Federal Magistrate Slack utilised his experience and skill in developing standard 
directions which he made available to practitioners appearing in front of him, in the 
hope that it would assist them in turning their mind to the issues at hand and the 
practical steps needed to resolve or reduce the issues,” Ms Awyzio said. 
 
“Federal Magistrate Slack had a passion for developing the skills of up and coming 
lawyers.  He was a logical thinker and expounded the virtues of logical thinking 
through his contributions to continuing legal education. ” 
 
In recognition of Federal Magistrate Slack’s contribution to professional development, 
FLPA will be holding a bi-annual one-day training seminar focused on practical skills 
for family lawyers.  Stay listening for more details in the second half of this year.  
 
The association would also like to recognise FM Slack’s talents as a writer and will be 
holding an annual writing competition with the winner to be announced at FLPA’s 
annual Christmas party. Entry criteria will be posted shortly on the website and, in 
memory of his editorial contribution to “Not the Newsletter” (excerpt below), will need 
to include one of the of the following: the colon, bodily functions, gossip, or 
keeping regular. 
 
The tone of the infamous “Not the Newsletter” is set in the opening prose: 
“This publication is dedicated to being completely frivolous and vexatious and having 
no newsworthiness whatsoever. In fact, if this publication advances human 
knowledge in any way then I humbly apologise.” 
  
Excerpt from “Not the Newsletter”, 2004 
“Balance is the key to a successful life as a Family Law Practitioner (FLP). To be 
regular is the building block to happiness for the FLP. To be regular is to have 
internal harmony. To be regular is to have balance. Stress, frustration, anger, 
chocolate, copious amounts of alcohol, complying with pre action procedures and the 
defaulters list are the voracious termites chomping on your balancing pole as you 
wobble on the FLP tightrope.” 
 
to top 

 
 

Kurilpa Road Rats ride to conquer cancer  
 

For the second year running family law colleagues – 
Clare Dart and Jen McArdle to name a few – are 
getting back into the cycling saddle for a great cause. 
The Kurilpa Road Rats are now in training to take on 
the Ride to Conquer Cancer Challenge in August 2012. 
 
The ride fundraises for the Queensland Institute of 

Medical Research, and is an epic two-day ride. The Rats will cover Brisbane through 
Ipswich and out towards Esk, riding more than 100 km each day. 
 
Jen McCardle said while there was some beautiful countryside along the way, this 
was not a ride for the faint hearted. 
 
“There are hills – yes hills!” Jen said. “We camp overnight and then it’s back on the 
bike first thing in the morning. It is tough but definitely doable, but to ride we need to 
raise money.” 
 
Like many of you, the Rats have all been touched by cancer, one way or another. 
 
No doubt there are many involved in this fantastic adventure and great cause. For 
those not able to ride, a donation is a wonderful way to be part of it all. 



 
To donate to the Kurilpa Road Rats team, go to http://www.conquercancer.org.au, 
click on BRISBANE, and click on DONATE. Type in the team name and follow the 
prompts. 
  
to top 

May Twilight video online - conveyancing and caveats 

Last month, Barry Nilsson Lawyers partner Graham Cameron kept 
members updated with an informative twilight seminar on what 
lawyers need to know about the Personal Properties Securities 
Register. Mr Graham gave some practical examples on the 

searches available and the various types of security that are now simply referred to 
as “security interests”. 
 
Scott Jenkinson from Warlow Scott Lawyers also provided a robust outline of the 
current conveyancing protocols alongside Barrister-at-Law Elizabeth Gass who gave 
a comprehensive overview of family law caveats. 
 
To see this twilight seminar, logon to the members only section and go to Seminar 
Videos. If you are unsure of your password to logon, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au. 
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Renew your FLPA membership! Join a colleague! 
Your FLPA membership will soon be due for 2012/13. 
What great value you receive for only $77 per year! 
 
Don’t forget to renew your membership and encourage 
other family law practitioners to join. Family law students 
can also join for free.  

 
It’s vital that we have the support of as many practitioners who practise in family law 
as possible, so we can provide the best services and be the professional voice of 
family law practitioners in Queensland. 
 
Click here for the membership form. 
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Case Watch now open to contributors 
Needing some information on recent cases? Check out 
the latest cases on FLPA’s Case Watch. The library is 
growing monthly. 

Do you need to submit a case note as a part of your 
study or qualifications? You may like to contribute from 
time to time to FLPA’s growing database of current 
cases – Case Watch. 

If you have a case note you would like to submit, please send it to Case Watch editor 
Tuskeen Jacobs t.jacobs@rostroncarlyle.com.au for review. 
 
You might even win a bottle of wine for your efforts! 
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Heads up  
The following are some tops tips to give you the 'heads 
up'  in family law. If you have any contributions, please email 
us on roundtable@flpa.org.au.  

What do I call them? 
Ever find yourself stumbling over what to call a FM, a Judge, 
or a member of parliament? It seems many family law 
practitioners do. 

 
Following is acceptable etiquette for addressing a sample of judiciary and 
parliamentarians. Call them by this unless they have asked you directly to call them 
by their first name. 
 
For a full list of protocols for state and federal judiciary, check the FLPA member 
information kit. Download it under the members only section of the website. 
 
When talking to a…                                  Call them this title before their 
surname… 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Qld     Chief Justice (Your Honour in court) 
Justice of the Supreme Court                  Justice or Judge (Your Honour in court) 
Former Justice of the Supreme Court    No title, just use their name 
District Court Judge                                   Judge (Your Honour in court) 
Family Court Judge                                    Justice or Judge (Your Honour in court) 
Chief Magistrate                                          Judge (Your Honour in court) 
Federal Magistrate                                      Federal Magistrate (Your Honour in court) 
Governor                                                       Your Excellency 
State Cabinet Ministers                             Title then surname or Minister 
 
(With thanks to the Queensland Law Society) 
 

Communicating with chambers 
The Family Court of Australia has reminded practitioners of the protocol to 
communicate with judicial chambers and has encouraged a common sense 
management of cases within individual judge’s dockets.   
 
In a notice, the Court says that all practitioners must understand when it is 
appropriate to contact a judge (via the judge’s associate). 
 
The notice states:  
"It is not appropriate under any circumstances for any party, or any legal practitioner, 
to contact a judge, or a judge’s associate, about a matter for which the judge is 
responsible UNLESS all parties are in agreement that this should occur." 
 
All communications, unless otherwise directed should be via the Docket 
Registrar assigned to the file to Brisbane@familycourt.gov.au. 
 
To read the full notice, go to the Practice directions issued by Court section in the 
members only section of the website. 

to top 

Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act  
FLPA president Deborah Awyzio was interviewed on 612 
ABC’s Steve Austin morning program in May regarding 
the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 
which will come into force on 17 September. 

 

This Act was the last passed by the Bligh government with the support of the then 
LNP opposition. 
  
Under the new laws, the definition of domestic violence has been expanded to 
include behaviour that is physically or sexually abusive, emotionally, psychologically 
or economically abusive, threatening or coercive, or behaviour that controls through 
fear. 
  
In its submission on the proposed Act in 2008, FLPA made a number of 
recommendations that have been included in the legislation including changing of 
consent orders. 



  
Also, from 7 June, changes to the Family Law Legislation Amendment (Family 
Violence and other Measures) Act 2011 will require the Federal Magistrates and 
Family Courts to take account of what is in domestic violence orders and take prompt 
action when violence or abuse is alleged. 
 
To coincide with the latest changes, FLPA will be holding a special twilight seminar 
on 7 June outlining the recent changes in domestic violence legislation in detail. For 
more information, please see upcoming events. 
 
To view the media release on the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act, 
please go to http://www.flpa.org.au/Latest-media-releases.html. 

to top 

Farewell to Barbara McGuire  
Well-known Brisbane psychiatrist and FLPA member Barbara McGuire will retire this 
year after many years of dedicated and loyal service. 
 
Barbara has been conducting psychiatric assessment and reports on families 
involved in litigation in the FCA and FMC for many, many years. FLPA wishes her 
well in her retirement and would like to celebrate her career with farewell drinks on 
Thursday 5

th
 July.  

 

to top 

  

New title for Federal Magistrates Court 

Attorney-General Nicola Roxon has confirmed the name of the Federal Magistrates 
Court and title of Federal Magistrates will soon change to better reflect their important 
role in the judicial system. 
  
The Government will now consult with the Court as to what the name of Court and 
the title of Magistrates should change to before bringing forward legislation to make 
the changes in the Spring sittings of the Parliament.  
 
Ms Roxon said changing the title of Federal Magistrates will recognise their status as 
federal judicial officers and avoid confusion with State and Territory Magistrates. 
  
The Government’s consultations will consider a range of names for the Court, 
including a circuit court, or a trial court.  
 
If you have any suggestions, please let us know at roundtable@flpa.org.au.  
 
to top 
Upcoming events 

Twilight Seminar – Federal and State Domestic and 
Family Violence Act Amendments 
Both the Federal and State legislation regarding domestic 
and family violence have changed. Federal law changes will take effect on 7 June 
and State changes will take effect on 17 September. Trent Waller and Stephen Page 
will take you through the changes. 
When: 5.30 pm, Thursday 7

th
 June 2012 

Where: Vincents 
Cost: $20 members and $77 non-members 
RSVP: Tuesday 5

th
 June 2012. See the website for details. 

Farewell Function for Barbara  
Say thank you and goodbye to Barbara McGuire for her years of dedication and 
services to family law in Queensland. 
When: 5.30pm Thursday 5

th
 July 2012 

Where: Vincents 
Cost: $35 members and $45 non-members 
RSVP: Friday 29

th
 June 2012. See the website for details. 

  
Don't miss the 2012 Family Law Residential 
Same sex marriage, Michael Kirby, ethics and James Morrison. It’s all there at this 
year’s Family Law Residential. 
When: Friday 17 – Saturday 18 August 2012 



Where: Royal Pines, Gold Coast 
Cost: Register by 20

th
 July for early bird rates. Save over $300. See the registration 

brochure for costs and details.  
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Regional round up 
  

Toowoomba  
FLPA is pleased to confirm that Toowoomba FLPA members 
can now use (at no cost) the photocopying facilities of the local 
Magistrates Court Registry on days when the Federal 
Magistrates Court of Australia is on circuit. Court staff will tally 
FLPA members’ copies and invoice FLPA.  
 
Cairns  
FLPA is in the process of installing a computer with internet 
access into the secure photocopier room at the Cairns registry 
for FLPA members. We will let you know when the computer is up and running. 
 
FLPA in the “rainy” Tropics  
FLPA’s day conference in Cairns on 19

th
 May was again a tremendous success with 

20 family law practitioners attending to learn the latest in the industry. 
 
Lead by Justice Forrest, the program covered broad topics such as advocacy in the 
Family Law Courts; ICLs; mediation; PPSR, family violence provisions, adoption, 
surrogacy, and civil unions; and practical property issues. 
 
Thank you to all the speakers for your valuable time and knowledge on these 
topics. A particularly big thank you to our local presenters from KPMG – Doug King 
and Robert Ince – who stepped in at the last minute to provide a great discussion on 
business valuation issues. 
 
Conference attendees reported a fantastic day and FLPA are proud to be able to 
organise the day. We will be back next year! 
  
Rockhampton – “Family Law – From Go to Woe” conference  
FLPA is pleased to announce a date for a one day conference in Rockhampton - 14 
September 2012. “Family Law – From Go to Woe” is targeted to family law 
practitioners who may be new to the profession or those wanting a good refresher. 
 
Successfully run in Brisbane last year, we are pleased to take this ‘on the road’ this 
year. Visit the FLPA website for more information as it becomes available.  

Do you have any suggestions? 
If you have any ideas about how FLPA can help with other regional facilities such as 
Court services, please contact Rebecca Harding 
at rebecca@bestwilson.com.au or (07) 4639 0000. 
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Removing the "friendly parent provision"  

Recent changes to the Family Law Legislation Amendment 
(Family Violence and Other Measures) Act 2011 will take 
effect on June 7. Among many changes, the friendly 
parent provision 60CC(3)(c) of the Act will be removed. 
 
One of the most significant changes is to the primary 
considerations, with the insertion of a new subsection (2A): 
“(2A) In applying the considerations set out in subsection 
(2), the court is to give greater weight to the consideration 
set out in paragraph (2)(b).” 
 
Subsection (2) states: 
“(2) The primary considerations are: 
a) the benefit to the child of having a meaningful 
relationship with both of the child's parents; and 
b) the need to protect the child from physical or 
psychological harm from being subjected to, or exposed to, abuse, neglect or family 



violence.” 
 
The friendly parent provisions in the current (3)(c), (4) and (4A) are removed. In the 
previous Act, (3)(c) stated: 
“(c) the willingness and ability of each of the child's parents to facilitate, and 
encourage, a close and continuing relationship between the child and the other 
parent”. 
 
The new (3)(c) and (ca) states: 
“(c) the extent to which each of the child's parents has taken, or failed to take, the 
opportunity: 
(i) to participate in making decisions about major long-term issues in relation to the 
child; and 
(ii) to spend time with the child; and 
(iii) to communicate with the child; 
(ca) the extent to which each of the child's parents has fulfilled, or failed to fulfil, the 
parent's obligations to maintain the child.” 
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Complete the FLPA survey and win 

FLPA would like to know what you think are ‘the top three 
family law issues’. 
 
To give your opinion, complete the FLPA survey and win 
one of three bottles of French champagne. 
 
Just complete the survey by Friday June 8 and you will be 
in the draw to win!   
 
to top 

FLPA in the news 
One of FLPA’s core objectives is to be a public voice on 
issues relating to family law. 
 
In May, the case of the four Italian sisters drew national 
attention to the issue of international parental child 
abduction. 
 

FLPA president Deborah Awyzio spoke out regarding the complex laws governing 
the Hague Convention and the process that the families involved are required to 
follow. 
 
Over the course of the case, she became a regular contributor to the major media 
outlets, including radio, newspaper and television.  A highly emotive case, FLPA 
sought to balance the media reporting and the public’s perception of the Family 
Court’s decision with regular media statements. 
 
Here are some compliments FLPA president Deborah Awyzio received from 
members and the family law fraternity about FLPA’s comments in the media. This is a 
great example of how FLPA can be the public voice for family law practitioners in 
Queensland and work towards building a strong and professional reputation for family 
law in the public arena. 
 
“Well done on setting the media straight Deb! It was getting really frustrating hearing 
ill-informed members of the public bashing the system in which we, family lawyers, 
operate, without the facts that conveniently weren't fed to the media. And thank 
heavens for Justice Forrest operating a closed court on Friday - the media frenzy 
seems to have now died so the judicial process can take its course properly.  
Regards, 
Angela Tondelstrand” 
 
“I respectfully commend you and FLPA on the media release in this matter. It has 
been a good contribution to public understanding of the issues involved, particularly 
the unlawful taking of the children and the operation of the Hague Convention. 
Regards 
Matt Foley” 
 



“Well done Deborah. That was much needed. This ridiculous rampage by the media 
can only create more fear and distrust of the Family Court without any basic 
understanding of the international law at play in the particular circumstances of this 
case. 
Shelley Johnson” 
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CSA estimators 
The following link takes you to the Child Support Agency’s 
Care Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it 
for easy access and reference. 
http://www.csa.gov.au/estimators/ 
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Titles office website 
The following link takes you to the Titles Office for industry professionals 
http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/property/titles/industry.html. It includes: 

 the Land Titles Practice Manual which details how to complete and lodge land 

registry forms, 

 the fee calculator calculates the lodgement fees payable on commonly lodged 

land registry forms, and 

 the latest land registry forms. 

As these things change regularly, you can also register your details for an automatic 
update. 
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