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Dear Caroline 
 
In this bright Spring edition of 
Round Table, we:  

• take a look at this year's 
Family Law Residential,  

• checkout the great advice from Judge Jarrett's 
informative FLPA twilight, 

• link to the new FLPA member video, 
• meet member Clare Dart, 
• highlight upcoming events including the Central 

Queensland Law Association Conference and 
Caulfield Races sponsored by FLPA.  

Don't forget all the handy links down the left hand side 
bar. 
 
Until next time 
The Round Table team  

 

Message from the 
president 
Well, the dancing shoes and 
running shoes were certainly on 
at this year's Annual Family 
Law Residential. What a great 
event it was again this year.  
  
Apart from the outstanding 
Great Debate on the opening night (reviewed below), other 
highlights included the FLPA “thong throwing” competition, and 
the inaugural running/yoga club. We look forward to working 
closely with the QLS to again plan the program for 2016 in which 
we will announce the winner of the new Buckley Memorial Essay 
Prize. This annual prize will recognise the contribution of the late 
Honourable Neil Buckley to the development of family law in 
Queensland and will be open to family law students and 
practitioners. Stay tuned for more information.  
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FLPA Case Watch 
FLPA's library of family law 
cases continues to grow in 
Case Watch thanks to our 
army of FLPA members. 
 
Don't forget to log in to the 
member section of the FLPA 
website to check out the 
cases reviewed.  
 
If you have forgotten your 
password, just click to 
have it emailed straight to 
you. 
   

 

FLPA's LinkedIn 

 

   
As the year's end draws nearer, we now plan for our Christmas 
party on Friday 13 November at Alchemy and the AGM. Stay tuned for 
the dates and details. We also have a one day Advocacy seminar 
in October and are also pleased to be sponsoring the Central 
Queensland Law Association Conference in Rockhampton in 
October. 
   
See you at the Christmas party! 
 
Clarissa Rayward 
President 
 

 
The Residential runners!  
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Don't be late to court! - Review of 
Judge Jarrett's twilight 
presentation  
The Honourable Judge Michael 
Jarrett presented an extremely 
informative and entertaining 
twilight presentation in July on 
court etiquette and preparing for 
interim hearings and mentions.  
 
Here's some of Judge Jarrett's top tips that he gave to 
participants!  

• Know why you are in court! You are there to 



 

 
If you're on LinkedIn, don't 

forget to follow FLPA's 

group. It's a closed group, 

open only to FLPA members. 

 

Click here to find the group.   

 

 

Contact Centre 

information 
The ACCSA has a handy 
new website with 
information about public 
and private contact centre 
waiting times and operating 
hours. Bookmark it for easy 
access and reference.  
   

 

 

 

Child Support 

Agency 

Care Estimator 
The following link takes you 
to the Child Support 
Agency’s Care Estimator 
and Child Support/FTB 
Estimator. Bookmark it for 
easy access and reference.  

 

persuade and advocate. 
• Don't get the decision-maker off side.  
• Don't be late to court! 
• You can't be in two courts at once.  
• Announce who you are and who you are 

representing, even if you know the Judge.  
• Give a summary of what the case is about, don't 

just say "it's a parenting case". 
• Don't say "good morning", even if you think it's 

good manners to do so. It may be perceived as 
bias.  

• At the end of the hearing, don't ask to be excused. 
Wait for the Judge to excuse you.    

• Don't read through written submissions! 

Following the presentation, members enjoyed a social 
evening with His Honour at Brew in Burnett Lane for a beer 
and cider tasting with some delicious snacks.  
 
To see Judge Jarrett's twilight presentation, visit FLPA's 
videos in the members section of the website.   
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FLPA member video launched. New 

website coming soon.  
A new FLPA member video was launched at the Residential 

this year and will be taking its place on the new FLPA 

website which will be launched before the end of the year. 

 

As well as a great new look, the new website will have 

online payment facilities for membership and functions.   

 



 

 

Titles Office 
The following link takes you 
to the Titles Office for 
industry professionals It 
includes:  

• the Land Titles 

Practice 

Manual (how to 

complete and lodge 

land registry 

forms,  

• the fee 

calculator (calculate

s the lodgement 

fees payable on 

land registry 

forms), and 

• the latest land 

registry forms. 

These forms change 
regularly. You can also 
register your details for 
an automatic update.  

 
  

 

If you haven't seen the video, click on the image below to 

take a look!  
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Family Law Residential wrap up - what a 

Great Debate! 
The 2015 Family Law Residential on the Gold Coast was once 
again a resouding success. Feedback from the event has been 
great, particularly the opening night Great Debate. The 
affirmative team comprising Dan Bottrell, Anne-Marie Rice and 
Catherine Carew QC successfully argued that “there will always 
be a job for family lawyers”. 
 
Fighting off the dirty tactics from the opposition which comprised 
worthy challengers James Linklater-Steele, Lisa Lahey and 
Michael Drysdale, the moderator The Honourable Justice Colin 
Forrest found it was the affirmative team’s dancing, singing and 
sequins that proved there would always be a job for family 
lawyers. 
 
The audience comprised more than 200 people including the 
Chief Justice of the Family Court of Australia and The Hon Justice 
Diana Bryant. 

 
The winning affirmative team - Catherine Carew QC, Dan Bottrell and 
Anne-Marie Rice.   
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WiFi in the Brisbane 

courts 
Thank you to nearly 250 members 
who answered and gave very 
valuable comments about 
installing WiFi in the 
Commonwealth Law Courts 
Building in Brisbane. 
 
Almost 80 per cent of members said they would like for 
FLPA to install WiFi throughout the public areas. However, 
it was the feedback about the cost and some suggestions 
that will ensure the FLPA committee investigates the 
matter further. Stay tuned.   
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Thanks for your say  

The FLPA committee has put together the second part of 

the submission for the Attorney-General on ways of 

improving responses to families with complex needs who 

use the family law system. On behalf of members, FLPA is 

responding to the following: 

1. How can the exchange of information between the 

family courts and family relationship services (such 

as family disputer resolution services, counselling 

services and parenting order programs) be 

facilitated in a way that maintains the integrity of 

therapeutic service provision?  

2. What opportunities exist for ensuring the early 

assessment of risk to children in family law 

matters?  

3. How can services such as mental health, family 

violence, and drug and alcohol services make 

relevant information available to the courts to 

support decision-making in cases where families 

have complex needs?  

4. What services are needed to support families and 

children who use the family law system where child 

safety concerns are identified?  

5. How can there be enhanced interaction between 

the family courts and relevant services, including 

family violence, mental health services, drug and 

alcohol services and support services for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander families?  

6. What opportunities exist for developing integrated 

responses to families with complex needs who use 

the family law system?  

7. Is there a need for a specialist case co-ordination 

approach to families with complex needs, and what 

opportunities exist for developing such as 

approach?  

We will report on the outcome when it becomes available.  
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LAWYERS WANTED:  

Research on Parenting Matters 

Involving Family Violence 
Reliable evidence is extremely 

important to inform judicial 

decision making in contested 

parenting disputes before the 

family courts. Family reports 

provide crucial evidence in 

parenting cases and are often the 

only social science evidence before the court.  

 

Dr Samantha Jeffries from Griffith University is leading 

research to investigate ways in which domestic violence is 

currently dealt with in the process of family report writing. 

   

The research team will undertake focus groups with 

lawyers (solicitors and barristers) who represent parents or 

who work as independent children's lawyers in children's 

matters.  We are particularly looking for lawyers who have 

experience working with women who have lived with family 

violence.   

 

If you would like more information, please contact Dr 

Samantha Jeffries by Friday 25 September by phone on 

0458 039 965 or email s.jeffries@griffith.edu.au.  
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Meet a Member - Clare Dart 
 

This month we are ‘meeting’ 
FLPA executive committee 
member and barrister, Clare 
Dart.  More recently Clare has 
moved to the private bar but in 
our interview we learned about 
her career to date including her 
two year stint working in 
Swaziland and her passion for 
photocopiers…  what the?  

 
You are now a family law barrister. What attracted 
you to family law? 
This might sound odd but the I had the desire to assist 
people.  I worked mainly in criminal law, personal injuries 
and migration law during my five year articles with Carew 
and Company but was interested in gaining more 
experience in family law.  Shortly after my admission, I 
joined Murdochs in Toowoomba where I started to focus on 
family law, domestic violence and child protection. 
 
Tell us about your overseas adventure? 
I have always had a travel bug and had wanted to live and 
work overseas.  In early 2004 things feel into place and I 
found my way to London.  
 
I initially worked and studied a Masters of Laws (Human 
Rights) in London and then worked in Swaziland with the 
Legal Unit of the Swaziland Action Group Against Abuse 
through Australian Volunteers International for just over 
two years.  I ended up exploring parts of the world for 
about five years before I decided it was time to return 
home to Brisbane. 
 
What is something that sticks with you from your 
time in Swaziland? 
The first cultural event I attended in traditional Swazi attire 
(Incwala) sticks in my mind as a Swazi warrior lay down 
his shield and then started offering my housemate cattle 
for my hand.  (They still pay dowry in traditional areas of 
Swaziland).  She warned him he would have to get the 
cattle to my father in Australia but he was not put off.  I 
eventually managed to “get lost” among the other event 
goers. 
 
So after years at Legal Aid Queensland you have 
taken the leap to the private bar.  How are you 
enjoying it? 



I am thoroughly enjoying the change of role.  We often 
hear people talk about the collegiality of the bar in 
Queensland and I am pleased to have been experiencing 
that first hand. 
  
You have been a part of the FLPA board for the past 
three years. I hear you have a passion for the ‘Court 
Services’ subcommittee… 
Oh yes!  Photocopiers, computers, WiFi and staplers…  I 
dream about them all!  I think it was a bit of a board joke 
to put me on the court services subcommittee in my 
second year and now I can’t get away from them!  I have 
been threatening to run a twilight seminar on clearing 
photocopier jams, replacing toner and printing using the 
WiFi from your own device.  
 
I have also found it impossible to locate reliable staplers 
and would welcome the contact details of a stationer who 
can supply new electric ones! 
 
So when you are not clearing photocopier jams, 
where can we find you? 
When I am not working, I am usually outdoors, cycling, 
walking or just enjoying life with my partner and his 
children.  I love travelling and find the overseas travel bug 
still gets me at least once a year!  
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Upcoming 

FLPA 

events 
FLPA Christmas 

Party - SAVE THE DATE 
Can you believe Christmas is almost here! 
The FLPA Christmas party is an annual event not to be 
missed by family law practitioners. This year, we announce 
the Honourable Travis Lindenmayer Award recipient. So 
don't miss it.  
 
When: 5.30pm, Friday 13 November 2015  
Where: Alchemy Restaurant and Bar, Eagle Street, 
Brisbane 
More details to come.   

 
FLPA Advocacy one day seminar - SAVE THE DATE 



Join us for the day to learn to be a better advocate by 
gaining tips and tools from some of the best in the 
business and watch our advocates in action based on a 
case scenario. Justice Murphy, Justice Forrest and Counsel, 
Philip Looney QC, Dr Mark Sayers, James Linklater Steele, 
Neil McGregor and Social Worker, Tom FitzGerald are just 
part of an excellent line up planned for the day. 
  
This is a conference not to be missed by members 
frequently appearing in the Family Court and the Federal 
Circuit Court. 
 
When: 9am - 4pm, Friday 23 October 2015 
Where: The Bar Association of Queensland, Inns of Court, 
North Quay 
More details to come.   

 

Other upcoming events 

 
Central Queensland Law Association Conference - 

Rockhampton (proudly sponsored by FLPA) 

When: Friday 16 and Saturday 17 October 2015 

Where: Empire Apartment Hotel, Rockhampton 

Please click here for more information and click here for online 

registration   

 
Substance Abuse and its impact on Parenting Capacity in 

Child Protection: What are we worried about?  

(Child Protection Association of Queensland event supported by 

FLPA)  

When: Tuesday 24 November 2015 

More details to come.  

 
Family Dispute Resolution Short Courses: QUT Law 

Become an accredited FDRP to issue s60I certificates and a 

nationally accredited mediator 

When: various 5 day and 2 day courses in March 2016 

Where: QUT Law 

Cost:  5 day - $2275 and 2 day - $1200 

Please click here for more information and registration 



 

details.  
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Regional Round Up - 
Central Queensland 
Law Association 
Conference 
It's now central Queensland's turn 
to put on a show at the annual 
Central Queensland Law 
Association Conference for a 

packed two day program starting on Friday 16 October in 
Rockhampton. 
 
This year, FLPA will support the event including sponsoring 
the inaugural CQLA Caulfield Cup Race Day being held on 
the Saturday afternoon. 
 
One of the biggest social days in Rockhampton, the 
race meet will see local and national races, fashions on 
the field, bookies and more. The function will include 
entry to the races, a two-course sit down meal and 
beverages. 
 
Click here to download the program.  

 

Here's the Heads Up - Renew 
your 2015/16 FLPA 
membership  
 

FLPA membership fees for 2015 - 2016 are now overdue. 
You should have all received your renewal notice. For only 
$99 per year, FLPA membership is by far one of the most 
valuable and beneficial professional memberships for 
family law practitioners.  
 
Remember, FLPA membership is an INDIVIDUAL 
membership, not a firm membership. To use FLPA's great 
resources, each family law practitioner should be a 
member.  
 
Also, please note that membership is free only for full-time 
students. Please show your full-time student card to the 
membership officer when you renew.  
 



Please click here to renew your membership now.   
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