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Dear Member 
 
Winter has hit parts of Queensland hard. How about you 
snuggle up with the latest edition of FLPA's Round Table? 
 
In this edition, we review the three twilight seminars held 
this year - presented by Suzanne Delbridge, Guy 
Waterman and James Linklater-Steele - commemorate 
the retirement of Justice Bell and highlight some of the 
upcoming events in store. What an active year for FLPA so 
far! 
 
Check out some other news too - FLPA's sponsorship at 
theNorth Queensland Law Association Conference and 
the new furniture in the practitioners' room. 
 
More case notes are on the FLPA website too.  
 
Keep warm! Until next time 
The Round Table team 

 

Message from 
the president 
It’s that time of year 
again where you need to 
dust off your dancing 
shoes and pack your bags 
for theAnnual Family 
Law Residential. There’s 
still time to register and 
it’s only a few weeks 
away, with this year marking the 30th anniversary 
celebration. 
  
I was recently able to attend the North Queensland Law 
Association Annual Conference held at Hamilton Island.  It 
was a wonderful weekend, and if you have the opportunity 
to attend any of their future events I would strongly 
recommend it.  Despite the “killer birds” as my daughter 
called them on the island (the cockatoos that seemingly 
have the skills of Houdini with their capacity to access 
hotel rooms and steal all of your food), it was a great 
weekend and we were proud to be sponsors of the 
event.  A highlight was of course the FLPA “thong 
throwing” competitionthat was hotly contended over the 
two days of the conference.   The finals were narrowly 
taken out by Spencer Browne, but with Judge Coker taking 
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FLPA Case Watch 
FLPA's library of family law 
cases continues to grow 
inCase Watch thanks to 
our army of FLPA 
members. 
 
Don't forget to log in to 
themember section of 
the FLPA website to check 
out the cases reviewed.  

 

a close second.  I can only expect that the next round 
of the competition at the Residential in a few weeks’ time 
will be equally entertaining. 
  
The last few months we’ve been busy updating the 
furniture in the Brisbane Practitioners Rooms and we’re 
close to being finished.  We’ve also upgraded all of the 
computers in the Brisbane Practitioners Rooms. 
  
Our professional development and social program has also 
been very full over the last few months with Twilight 
presentations by Suzanne Delbridge, Guy 
Watermanand James Linklater-Steele of Counsel, and 
in a few weeks Judge Michael Jarrett of the Federal 
Circuit Court will be joining us for an evening targeted at 
newer practitioners (followed by a beer and cidertasting 
event).  We also last week took the opportunity 
to welcome Judge Vasta to the Federal Circuit Court in 
Brisbane, and I thank you all for sharing with me in 
attending at that event and celebrating His Honour’s 
appointment. 
  
We have a strong line-up of further Twilight seminars to 
see out this year, and are also in the final stages of 
planning for the Annual Cairns Conference, FLPA in the 
Tropics. 
 
Clarissa Rayward 
President 

 

 

Justice Bell retires 
FLPA celebrated 
Justice Graham 
Bell's long and 
distinguished 
career on 26 
March. More than 
80 members and 
fellow judiciary 
celebrated Justice 
Bell's 39 years on 
the bench. He retires as one of Australia’s longest-serving 
judges and is second only to Sir Edward McTiernan.  
 
According to The Australian, Justice Bell liked to keep 
things moving. He was into case management long before 
it became fashionable and counsel knew it would not be 
long before they were asked: “What’s your best point.’’ 
“Judges should take control,’’ he says. “Too often, they 
(counsel) are allowed to waffle.’’ 
 
Justice Bell told The Australian the biggest problem facing 
the court these days is lack of resources, and in particular 
a shortage of court appointed experts to advise a judge. 
This comes at a time when cases are becoming more 
complex and parties more intractable. 
 
On behalf of members, FLPA wishes you all the best in your 
retirement Justice Bell.  

 



 

 
If you have forgotten your 
password, just click to 
have it emailed straight to 
you. 
  

 

 

 

Contact Centre 
information 
The ACCSA has a handy 
new website with 
information about public 
and private contact 
centrewaiting times and 
operating hours. 
Bookmark it for easy 
access and reference.  
  

 

 

 

Child Support 
Agency 
Care Estimator 
The following link takes 
you to the Child Support 
Agency’s Care Estimator 
and Child Support/FTB 
Estimator. Bookmark it for 
easy access and reference. 

 

GO TO TOP 

 

 

Thou shalt not look like an idiot - 
Review of James Linklater-Steele's 
twilight 
Barrister James Linklater-Steele 
presented an entertaining and 
informative twilight to FLPA 
members on 4 June on ways to 
minimise embarrassment when 
drafting affidavits.   
 
Providing members with some 
valuable tips, James said some of the common mistakes 
that family lawyers repeatedly make when drafting 
affidavits for their clients include:  

• Repeating the same facts 
• Including meaningless annexures 
• Failing to admit documents 
• Failing to admit facts and 
• Including huge amounts of correspondence   

To see James's twilight presentation, visit FLPA's 
videos in the members section of the website. It was a 
good one! 

 

GO TO TOP 

 

 

Property and spousal maintenance 
applications - Review of Guy 
Waterman's twilight 
Barrister Guy Waterman 
presented the detail of 
interim property and 
spousal maintenance 
applications at a twilight 
seminar and webinar on 7 
May. 
 
Providing detailed references to both the Family Court and 
Federal Circuit Court rules, Guy also provided thorough 
checklists to identify whether you have received full and 
frank disclosure and went through the correct procedure 
for completing a financial statement.  
 
To see Guy's twilight presentation, visit FLPA's videos in 
the members section of the website.  

 



 

 

Titles Office 
The following link takes 
you to the Titles Office for 
industry professionals It 
includes: 

• the Land Titles 

Practice 
Manual (how to 

complete and lodge 

land registry 

forms,  

• the fee 
calculator (calcula

tes the lodgement 

fees payable on 

land registry 

forms), and 

• the latest land 

registry forms. 

These forms change 
regularly. You can also 
register your details for 
an automatic update. 
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Tax - Review of Suzanne Delbridge's 
twilight 
Forensic accountant 
Suzanne Delbridge flew 
from Newcastle to present 
her expertise on tax and 
family law on 5 March. 
Her presentation "The Tax Man and a Family Law Matter" 
gave a very practical review of the tax traps that can and 
do arise when splitting assets in a marriage breakdown.  
 
Suzanne used a case study of John and Mandy to show 
how pear-shaped a settlement can become financially if 
you do not consider the tax consequences of asset 
division.   
 
To see Suzanne's twilight presentation, visit FLPA's 
videos in the members section of the website. She also 
gave a great Family Law Value Handbook. To get your copy 
(usually $11), contact Suzanne 
oninfo@delbridgeforensic.com.au and say you are a 
FLPA member or download it free.  
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New furniture for the practititioners' 
room 
FLPA has upgraded the furniture in the practitioners' room 
in Brisbane! It looks fabulous! Just a few wall hangings to 
come!  

  



  

 

QUT family law award winner 

 
 
FLPA is once again proud to support the family lawyers of 
tomorrow. FLPA committee member Rebecca Harding 
presented this year's Queensland University of Technology 
Faculty of Law Family Law Prize to Annabelle Paxton-Hall on 
Tuesday 12 May 2015. Congratulations Annabelle! 
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Friends of Harmony House 
Family law practitioners rely 
heavily on contact centres for 
many matters involving children in 
the courts. Sadly, some contact 
centres like Harmony House on 
the Sunshine Coast have lost a 
significant amount of government 
funding compromising their ability 
to provide their service.  
  
Recognising their valuable role in 
assisting about 900 families per 
year, practitioners on the Sunshine Coast have found a 
way to assist and raise funds for their local contact centre 
by setting up a ‘membership’ - Friends of Harmony House. 
 
For an initial tax deductible donation of $100 and an 
ongoing monthly donation of $50, your 'friendship' will not 
only ensure Harmony House's valuable services continue 
for your clients and others, you will also receive invitations 
to social gatherings and CPD events. 
 
If you would like to become a 'friend' of Harmony House, 
please contact Bernadette Farnell on 5479 1133 or 
emailinfo@familylawsol.com.au. 

 

GO TO TOP 

 

 

Confessions of a Convert to Alternative 
Dispute Resolution - AIFLAM update 
The latest AIFLAM 
(the national body for 
family law arbitrators 
and mediators) 
member's update is 
now available and 
includes an article on arbitration by Perth family lawyer 
Simon French. Click here to read this article and the 
AIFLAM update. 

 

GO TO TOP 

 

2015 FLPA member survey results 
Thank you to all the FLPA 
members who responded to the 
recent member survey. Almost 
200 members responded, which is 
a great indication of our active 
and interested membership base.  
 
We will use the results of this 
survey to continually improve 
membership services. One immediate change is the 
inclusion of the link to contact centre waiting times and 



 

information in this newsletter.  
 
Overwhelmingly, 92 per cent of you said the amount of 
information you receive from FLPA is just right and you 
'greatly appreciate' the information and the efforts the 
association makes. Many of you also actively use the FLPA 
website as a member resource finding Case Watch and 
accessing past conference papers and resources most 
valuable. 
 
In the coming months, you will be pleased to know we are 
upgrading the website so that you can register and pay for 
seminars and events on the website, a feature that many 
members were keen on.  
 
Unfortunately due to our poor programming, our survey 
was completely anonymous, so we are unable to give out 
the bottles of wine we promised!! We are truly sorry, but 
at least you know it really was anonymous! 
 
Make sure you come to the FLPA stand at the Family Law 
Residential this year. We have a great game in store and 
prizes to be won!! 

 

 

Anyone for some pro-bono work? 
 
FLPA has been approached by a self-represented litigant 
seeking assistance and representation in relation for a 
three day parenting trial listed for 20-22 July in the Family 
Court. 
 
If any members are interested in finding out more 
information in providing her some pro-bono representation 
which would assist the Court enormously, please contact 
James Steel at james.steel@bnlaw.com.au.  

 

 

FLPA funny 
This month's FLPA funny is an excerpt from a 
real affidavit made by a wife. Presented by 
James Linklater-Steele at the most recent 
FLPA twilight seminar, James showed how 
amazing it was that the wife can exactly 
quantify her non-financial contributions. 
 
"I made the large majority (at least 95%) of all of the non-
financial contributions to the welfare of the family." 
 
Visit FLPA's videos in the members section of the website 
to see James's full twilight presentation if you missed it.  

 

GO TO TOP 

 



 

Upcoming FLPA events 
 
Twilight seminar and webinar - Great 
Expectations: An evening with Judge 
Jarrett  
 
When: 5.30pm, Thursday 2 July 2015 
Where: Grant Thornton, Ann St then Brew, 
Lower Burnett Lane 
Cost: $50 FLPA members, $70 non members 
 
Don't miss this fun one! While a great seminar for 
practitioners of all levels, this twilight will entertain and 
educate (in equal measure) early career practitioners.  His 
Honour Judge Jarrett will discuss his views on Court 
etiquette, preparing for interim hearings and mentions, and 
determining whether to cross-examine a family consultant 
providing an oral report to the Court pursuant to section 
11F.  
  
Afterwards, please join us and His Honour at Brew in Burnett 
Lane for a beer and cider tasting with some delicious snacks. 
Please click here for the prepayment form.  
 

FLPA Family Law Residential 
 
When: Thursday 16 - Saturday 18 July 2015 
Where: RACV Royal Pines Resort, Gold Coast 
Cost: Earlybird $995 (closes 19 June) 
 
Now celebrating its 30th year, the Family Law Residential 
continues to be the premier professional development event 
for family law professionals in Australia. With a keynote 
address from Chief Justice of the Family Court of Australia 
the Honourable Justice Diana Bryant AO, and Her Honour 
Judge Mary O'Dwyer, the program also features three 
concurrent streams for you to choose from over two 
consecutive days. Please click here for more information 
and to register. 

 

Other upcoming events 
Practice Paper Series - Policing and prosecution of 
child sex abuse within the family – then and now 
: Child Protection Practitioners Association of 
Queensland  
When: 5pm, Tuesday 21 July 2015  
Where: Grant Thornton, Level 18, 145 Ann Street, 
Brisbane 
Cost: Free to CPPAQ members, $65 non-members 
Please click here for more information and online 
registration 

 
 



 

Family Law Intensive with an afternoon on the Green 
When: 8.15am - 6pm, Friday, 4 September 2015 
Where: Hillstone, St Lucia Golf Links  
Cost: Conference and golf - $780, Conference only - $405, 
Golf only - $375 
Please click here for more information and online 
registration 

 
 
Family Dispute Resolution Short Courses: QUT Law 
Become an accredited FDRP to issue s60I certificates and a 
nationally accredited mediator 
When: various 5 day and 2 day courses in August 2015, 
March 2016 
Where: QUT Law 
Cost:  5 day - $2275 and 2 day - $1200 
Please click here for more information and 
registration details.  

GO TO TOP 

 

Regional Round Up - 
North Queensland 
conference 
The North Queensland Law 
Association Conference at 
Hamilton Island on 30-31 May was 
a hit and a hoot with more than 
200 legal practitioners attending. 
 

Not only from the north, practitioners flew from Brisbane 
and interstate to enjoy the location and a great line up of 
speakers. 
  
FLPA supported the event by 
sponsoring the Family Law stream 
and board members Clarissa 
Rayward, Rebecca Harding and 
Clare Dart joined Kate Pateman to 
attend. 
FLPA's thong-throwing competition 
was a big hit with Spencer Browne 
from Cairns taking out the prize 
for nearest to the pin. 
 
For those attending the Family 
Law Residential in July, warm up 
your throwing arms, because the 
thong-throwing competition will be hot. 
 



 

 
 

 

Here's the Heads Up - 
2015/16 FLPA membership 
due soon 
 

FLPA membership fees for 2015 - 2016 will soon be due. 
You should have all received your renewal notice.  
 
For only $99 per year, FLPA membership is by far one of 
the most valuable and beneficial professional memberships 
for family law practitioners.  
 
Remember, FLPA membership is an INDIVIDUAL 
membership, not a firm membership. To use FLPA's great 
resources, each family law practitioner should be a 
member.  

GO TO TOP 

 

  

  

 


