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Dear Members 

Welcome to the first FLPA Roundtable magazine for 
2019. 

It has already been a productive start to the year 
for the FLPA committee as we have been busily 
planning the upcoming FLPA Retreat to be hosted 
from 13 to 15 June at Peppers Resort, Noosa.   

This Roundtable highlights the fantastic finalised 
program for the Retreat. We are really excited about 
the calibre of speakers and the range of topics the 
program offers. 

The social program, and particularly the Friday night 
cocktail function at Ricky’s restaurant, is shaping up 
to be great in true FLPA style. We look forward to 
seeing everyone at the welcome drinks on Thursday 
afternoon at Peppers Resort.

Following our first formal FLPA committee meeting 
of the year, our subcommittees have been finalised 
and each are now planning to provide services 
to members, the court and the community.  The 
subcommittees for FLPA for this year are:
• Retreat Papers and Planning;
• Submissions;
• Social;
• Court Services;
• Professional Development;
• Pro-Bono Mediation Pilot;
• Marketing, media and sponsorship;
• Early Career Lawyers; and 
• Regional. 

Our social calendar kicks off with a celebration 
function for the retirement of the Honourable 
Justice Peter Murphy of the Family Court on 28 
March following his ceremonial sitting on 8 March. 
On behalf of FLPA members, I know I can say how 
appreciative we are of His Honour’s exemplary 
contribution to family law over many years. We 
are, of course, particularly appreciative of His 
Honour’s contribution over the last 11 plus years as 
a member of the Family Court, both trial and appeal 
divisions. We wish His Honour and his family a long 
and happy retirement.

Our very popular Twilight Seminars will kick off on 
11 April with barristers Jeff Bunning and Michael 
Alexander battling it out and showing off their 
advocacy in a series of mini interim hearings 
dealing with parenting, spousal maintenance and 
partial property settlement.

I have been in contact with the Family Law 
Section, the Queensland Law Society, and the 
family law representative of the Queensland Bar 
Association to ensure continued co-operation and 
synergy between our respective organisations. 
Collaboration between these organisations and 
FLPA has always been an important aspect of the 
committee’s agenda for FLPA to ensure that our 
members have the strongest voice possible in the 
community.  Considering the important changes 
that are currently occurring in family law, there will 
be a special focus on this collaboration in 2019.  

As a final note, I would like to again acknowledge 
the recent passing of Rick Jones and Margie Jones. 
Both practitioners were forces within the family law 
fraternity and their deaths have had a significant 
impact on many members. Our thoughts are with 
both families at this time. 

As always, the FLPA committee and I are here to 
assist all members. Please do not hesitate to pick 
up the phone, send an email or come up and say hi 
at the next FLPA event if there are ideas you would 
like us to be aware of or issues you wish to raise.  

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you at a 
FLPA event very soon.

Warm regards

 James Steel 
President  

MESSAGE FROM THE 
NEW PRESIDENT
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2019 RETREAT  
TOP CLASS PROGRAM OUT NOW
The top quality program of the 2019 Family Law 
Retreat, 13 to 15 June, is now online and has pulled 
together as one of the best yet.

Friday’s opening plenary is presented by The 
Honourable Stephen Thackray, Former Chief 
Judge of the Family Court of Western Australia and 
Senior Judge of the Appeal Division of the Family 
Court of Australia. Retiring recently in January, the 
Honourable Thackray has commenced an Australia-
wide mediation practice and taken on many pro 
bono assignments with universities, community 
organisations and training institutions.

Dr Cameron McDonald will follow 
with a keynote that will go 

through the underpinning 
sciences of genetics, 
personality, and how to make 
the most of yours to bring 
out the best in others! How 
you act toward others, and 
how they receive information 

is going to be different for 
everyone. The latest epigenetics 

science now tells us that these 
differences are built into our genes, and 

getting it wrong can lead to increased stress, and 
decreased resilience. Your natural strengths and 
your vulnerabilities can all be enhanced through 
a greater understanding of the genetic blueprint 
in your cells, and the influence they have on your 
behaviour, and the behaviour of those around you. 

Saturday’s session will start with 
Michael Kearney SC together with 
The Deputy Chief Justice of the 
Family Court of Australia the 
Honourable Justice Robert 
McClelland discussing 
whether contribution 
arguments in property cases 
have eroded over the last 
20 years since Pierce. The 
presentation will examine a 
range of authorities and discuss 
trends in the judiciary’s approach to 
contribution arguments over many years.

Packed with interesting speakers, the Retreat 
program includes papers on Mandatory CPD core 
areas. Delegates attending all sessions may be 
eligible for 10 CPD points in the 2019/2020 CPD 
year, including the Mandatory CPD core areas 
of Professional Skills, Practical Legal Ethics and 
Practice Management and Business Skills.

Registrations are selling fast so 
don’t miss out. Early birds are  
already sold out! 

VIEW THE FULL PROGRAM

REGISTER FOR THE EVENT 

familylawretreat.com.au
https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa-2019/program
https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa-2019
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ONLY A FEW REMAINING SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES    
If you are interested in sponsoring this fantastic 
event, there are a few great sponsorship packages 
still available. The Sponsorship Prospectus is on 
the Retreat website: https://event.icebergevents.
com.au/flpa-2019/sponsorship

Now a known fantastic event, the Retreat offers 
some excellent packages which are a great way to 
build relationships with and promote your business 
to other family law practitioners. These two 
opportunities are still available:
• Coffee cart sponsor (exclusive)
• Post-Retreat Drinks sponsor (exclusive)

If you are interested in sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact FLPA president James Steel directly 
on james.steel@bnlaw.com.au or phone 
07 3231 6384. DOWNLOAD THE PROSPECTUS

RETREAT PODCASTS  
TO PURCHASE    
This year, podcasts of each presentation (subject 
to speaker approval) will be available to purchase, 
download and listen to after the Retreat. 

The podcasts will be available on the member only 
section on the FLPA website. 

If you can’t manage to get to the Retreat, or miss 
out on tickets, this is a great way to grab your  
CPD points. 

business & entity valuations?

superannuation valuations?

tax advice & structuring? 

our backyard.

Your Forensic Accounting Experts - Peter Haley | John Thynne | Ben Gordon

Click to find out more >>

https://event.icebergevents.com.au/uploads/contentFiles/files/2019-FLPA/Sponsorship-Prospectus-FLPA2019.pdf
https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa-2019/sponsorship
https://vincents.com.au/
mailto: james.steel@bnlaw.com.au
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RECOLLECTIONS OF   
MARGARET JONES  
The following are excerpts from a tribute to Margaret 
Jones by friends and colleagues Kieran McCarthy, 
Kirstie Day and Dianne Smith.

Margaret Jones had a private conviction, which 
marked her as an exceptional practitioner and a 
person: 

That all doors open to courtesy.

For the family and friends of Margie, that may 
appear to be a trite observation, self-evident in her 
warmth and kindness.

In the occasional bear-pit of family law, it was 
something else again.

Margie commenced her career as a solicitor at the 
ATO before quickly deciding that she was better 
suited to private practice and established her own 
practice, Margaret Jones Solicitor, in 1998 which was 
later to become Jones McCarthy.

Courtesy and restraint were Margie's hallmarks, in 
a jurisdiction where even good practitioners can 
abandon themselves to bile and brinkmanship 
as the rigours of the game turns them sour.
Intemperate letters, vexatious applications and 
scandalous material never left Margie's office. 
They weren't needed by someone who knew the 
law and ensured she was across the facts. She was 
clear and purposeful in the way that she conducted 
her practice, her pride and joy that she grew from 
humble beginnings as a sole practitioner.  

Margie was a pragmatic lawyer.  She didn’t see the 
need to write a ten page letter for something that 

could be said in two pages.  Preparation was the key.  
An Affidavit had to be to the point and “punchy” to 
get the Judge’s attention.  It didn’t matter the type of 
matter or client, Margie was a perfectionist and gave 
every client her best.  She rarely raised her voice but 
was heard through the walls on one occasion trying 
to persuade a particularly difficult client in a loud and 
exasperated voice that it wasn’t in her children’s best 
interests to run over their father.

Margie was a role model for young solicitors.  We all 
learnt from her the importance of composure and 
the need to take one's work and profession seriously, 
but yourself less so.  Margie remained close to her 
staff after retirement and continued to provide 
invaluable support for those she mentored. She was 
intelligent, confident and hard working.  She exuded 
class, style and grace. 

Words are a poor means to describe the loss we feel, 
but we are grateful for the privilege of having worked 
with a model professional, and a kind, genuine 
person.  

HEADS UP
NEW CONTACT CENTRES  
ON FLPA WEBSITE  
FLPA’s member only section of the website has 
been recently updated with two new Contact Centre 
details in Brisbane.  The Contact Centre and Wait 
List page also has information about the latest 
Contact Centre Wait List. 

If you have any updates, please 
email membership@flpa.org.au.  

AIRPRINT TO THE PRINTER IN THE 
BRISBANE PRACTITIONERS’ ROOMS  
Did you know you can now airprint from devices 
such as smart phones, laptops and tablets to the 
printer in the Brisbane practitioners’ rooms? 
To airprint, you will need to be connected to the 
FLPA WIFI. Depending on each device, you may also 
need to connect the printer via the printer settings 
on your own device, or it may automatically appear 
when printing. You simply select the printer on the 
level you are on, and it will come out of the printer a 
few seconds later. Each printer is named according 
to the level it is located on. We would like to take 
this opportunity to remind practitioners that this is a 
member benefit for court printing only. 

https://www.flpa.org.au/members/contact-centres-and-wait-lists/
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
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CEREMONIAL SITTING FOR 
JUSTICE MURPHY – DON’T 
MISS HIS FLPA FAREWELL 
FUNCTION
Members of the profession gathered for the 
ceremonial sitting to farewell the Honourable Justice 
Murphy on Friday 8 March 2019. 

The ceremony was very well attended. A number 
of retired Family Court Judges attended and an 
overflow court was required to accommodate guests. 

FLPA would like to thank His Honour for his 
significant contribution to case law, both as Counsel 
and Judge. 

His Honour’s knowledge and application of legal 
principle, coupled with his principled approach to 

litigants, will be dearly 
missed. 

We would also like to thank Vicki 
Jackson for speaking on behalf of the 
profession, and for paying a wonderful tribute to his 
Honour. 

Don’t forget FLPA’s farewell function for the 
Honourable Justice Murphy on 28 March 2019 at 
5:30pm. Buy your ticket at https://www.flpa.org.
au/events/

FLPA’S 900TH MEMBER  
– THE COLLEGIAL ASSOCIATION 
CONTINUES TO THRIVE
FLPA celebrated our 900th member recently, a 
fantastic achievement demonstrating the strength of 
our association and our profession. 

Congratulations and welcome to Rebecca Ogge from 
Ogge Family Law and Sports Law on the Gold Coast 
who joined FLPA late last year.

Rebecca is a strong advocate for attempting to 
resolve issues without the Court’s involvement 

including Collaborative Law. 
She also combines her 
love of sport with the law 
by assisting professional 
and amateur athletes realise 
their dream by providing advice 
on player and sponsorship contracts, 
welfare and integrity issues, police matters,  
family law and disciplinary matters. 

A BIT OF FLPA HISTORY…
The Family Law Practitioners Association (FLPA) is 
Queensland’s leading industry body representing 
those who work in family law – solicitors, barristers, 
social workers, psychologists, members of the 
judiciary and associated fields. 

For those who are not familiar with our history, 
FLPA was established on 6 November 1978 with 
61 members to promote reform of family law and 
related legislation. 

The first president was the late Honourable Peter 
Hilton. The late Honourable Neil Buckley was the vice 

president, while Michael Habermann was secretary 
and Graeme Page QC was treasurer.

Our records show a long list of distinguished leaders:  
the late Honourable Peter Hilton, Graeme Page 
QC, Michael Habermann, Di Smith, Damien Greer, 
Rob Grant, Bill Westbrook, Nita Stratton-Funk, 
Bruce Doyle, Graham Quinlivan, Phil Theobold, the 
late Honourable Keith Slack, Nicky Davis, Jennifer 
McArdle, Justice Colin Forrest, Deborah Awyzio, Trent 
Waller, Clarissa Rayward, Fiona Caulley and now 
James Steel.

https://www.flpa.org.au/events/
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APPOINTMENTS TO 
THE FAMILY COURT 
AND FEDERAL 
CIRCUIT COURT OF 
AUSTRALIA
The Federal Attorney General announced last 
week the appointment of Mr Guy Andrew to the 
Townsville registry of the Federal Circuit Court of 
Australia.

Mr Andrew commenced on Monday, 25 March 
2019.

Mr Andrew graduated with a Bachelor of Laws 
from the Queensland University of Technology (then 
known as the Queensland Institute of Technology) 
in 1986 and was admitted to the Supreme Court of 
Queensland in 1989. Following his admission, Mr 
Andrew completed his articles at Steindl Robertson 
McPherson before practising as a solicitor at O’Shae 
Corser & Wadley.

Mr Andrew has practised extensively with Legal Aid 
Queensland, including as Acting Counsel after he 
was called to the Bar in 1998. In 2001, Mr Andrew 
joined the private bar, where his practice focussed 
on criminal and family law.

The Honourable Justice Peter Tree has been 

appointed to the Appeal Division of the Family 
Court of Australia.

Justice Tree was appointed as a judge of the Family 
Court in 2013. Justice Tree holds a Bachelor of Laws 
(Hons) from the University of Queensland and was 
admitted as a Barrister of the Supreme Court of 
Queensland in 1989. He was appointed silk in 2004. 

Prior to his appointment to the Bench, Justice 
Tree practised in a wide range of litigation and 
mediation, including with significant experience in 
family law.

FLPA would like to congratulate Mr Andrew and 
Justice Tree on their respective appointments.

QUT FAMILY LAW PRIZE RENAMED IN THE 
LATE FM KEITH SLACK’S HONOUR
FLPA has for some time now annually sponsored 
a prize awarded through the QUT Faculty of Law 
to the top performing student in the Family Law 
undergraduate subject. 

In the past, FLPA has awarded a prize of $1,000 
under the name “Family Law Practitioners' 
Association Queensland Prize – Family Law”. 

Following consultation with his Honour’s family, 
FLPA will rename the prize in memory of the late 
Federal Magistrate Keith Slack (who was a QUT 
alumnus) to recognise and acknowledge the lasting 
contributions he made to the education and skills 
based training of family law practitioners. 

The prize will be awarded at the upcoming QUT 
awards night in May 2019 under the name “Federal 
Magistrate Keith Slack Memorial Prize – Family Law”. 

FLPA is also currently 
considering offering a 
joint mentorship to 
the student recipient 
for 12 months after 
receiving the award. 
His Honour’s daughter 
Kate Slack has 
generously proposed 
to be one of the 
mentors, and we would 
welcome expressions of 
interest from FLPA members. 

If you are interesting in becoming a student 
mentor for the period May 2019 to May 2020, 
please email FLPA secretary Rebecca Horsley at 
rh@qldbar.asn.au.

mailto:rh@qldbar.asn.au
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WANT TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN ROUNDTABLE? 
FLPA’s Round Table magazine is offering appropriate businesses the  
opportunity to communicate with FLPA’s 900 members. FLPA will consider  
advertising applications from businesses that are relevant to family law  
practitioners. These would include mediators, accountants, financial services, 
social services and other professional services as well as personal businesses 
relevant our members, such as personal training. If you are interested in  
advertising your business, space is limited to only three advertisers. 

Please contact roundtable@flpa.org.au for the advertising rate card and policy. 

UPDATE YOUR 
MEMBER DETAILS  
ON THE WEBSITE
Did you know for your details to appear in “Find a 
member” on the FLPA website, you need to confirm 
your member details? If you do not go online and 
check, they will not be shown at all. 

To log on and check your details, please: 

1.  Click on Member Login (top right) using your 
email address. 
REMEMBER: Your old password from the 
previous FLPA website will not work.

2.  You will need to click Forgot Password and you 
will be emailed a link to create a new password.

3.  Accept the Terms of Use by ticking the box  
(once only).

4.  Once logged in, go to Manage your Profile under 
the Members.

5. Under My Profile, click on Edit profile.

6.  Check your details. Add as much information 
as possible. Most information has come across 
from the old website database. Please make 
sure you check you have filled out your REGION. 
Note too that if you would like your address to be 
shown on the members’ directory, you will need 
to provide an address in the ADDRESS field, not 
just the POSTAL ADDRESS field (as this will not be 
displayed).

7. Upload a profile picture and a company logo.

8.  IMPORTANT:  
If you would like your profile to be shown in the 
FLPA member directory on the website, you must 
click into the Privacy tab and click Edit Profile, 

then tick ‘Show profile to others’. Make sure you 
check down the list of your details and ensure 
ALL THE INFORMATION you want to show is 
appropriately selected ‘Anybody’, ‘Members’, or 
‘No access’.  
Best you click ‘Anybody’ for all details.  
 
If all your individual details are selected with ‘No 
access’ but you tick ‘Show profile to others’, your 
profile will not display correctly. Click Save.

9. On My Profile, click Save.

If you have any problems or queries, please contact 
membership@flpa.org.au. In future, all events and 
membership renewals will be processed online.

mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
mailto: roundtable@flpa.org.au
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UPCOMING FLPA EVENTS
& OTHER EVENTS FOR 2019

HERE’S A GLIMPSE OF SOME OF THE FLPA AND OTHER EVENTS TO 
LOOK FORWARD TO IN 2019. KEEP AN EYE ON FLPA’S FACEBOOK 

PAGE AND YOUR INBOX. DON’T MISS THEM.

THE HONOURABLE  
JUSTICE MURPHY'S  

RETIREMENT FUNCTION

WHEN: 5.30pm, Thursday 28 March 
2019

WHERE: Portrait Gallery, Level 3, QE11 
Courts of Law Complex, 415 George 
Street, Brisbane

REGISTER: https://www.flpa.org.au/
events/

MEET & GREET WITH JUDGE 
ANDREW IN TOWNSVILLE

WHEN: 5.30pm Thursday 28 March 
2019

WHERE: TBC in Townsville

SAVE THE DATE TO COME ALONG AND 
WELCOME THE JUDGE TO TOWN. 

TWILIGHT SEMINAR / WEBINAR - THE WRIGHT WAY AND WRONG WAY - 
INTERIM HEARING ADVOCACY

WHEN: 5.30pm, Thursday 11 April 2019

WHERE: Vincents Chartered accountants 

Join barristers Jeff Bunning and Michael Alexander for the first twilight of 2019 
as they battle it out and show off their advocacy in a series of mini interim hearings 
dealing with parenting, spousal maintenance and partial property settlement. They will 
illustrate the right and wrong way to approach advocacy at interim hearing level and 
give valuable tips for preparing your own advocacy. Her Honour Judge Spelleken will 
adjudicate and provide valuable insights of her own about interim hearing advocacy.

LUNCHBOX WEBINAR - LEGAL ETHICS & PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

WHEN: 12.30pm – 1.30pm

WHERE: Your own office 

Leigh McBean, Head of Legal Finance at RateSetter Australia in Sydney will take you 
through solicitor's duties and Family Law Rules when running interim applications 
for partial distribution in order to obtain funds, and to compare and contrast those 
interim applications with the alternative of borrowing. More information to come

https://www.flpa.org.au/events/


ROUNDTABLE AUTUMN 2019 11

FLPA’S FAMILY LAW RETREAT 2019

UPCOMING FLPA EVENTS
& OTHER EVENTS FOR 2019

NORTH QUEENSLAND LAW ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

WHEN: 23-25 May 2019

WHERE: The Ville Resort and Casino, 
Townsville

MORE INFO: https://nqla.com.au/2019-
conference-registration/

REGISTRATIONS ARE  
NOW OPEN. 

WHEN: 13 to 15 June 2019

WHERE: Peppers Noosa Resort & Villas

MORE INFO: www.familylawretreat.com.au

REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW 
OPEN AND ALMOST SOLD 

OUT. SPACE IS LIMITED. 

www.familylawretreat.com.au
www.familylawretreat.com.au
https://nqla.com.au/2019-conference-registration/


CHILD SUPPORT CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy 

access and reference.

View website

The Titles Office website 
for industry professionals 
includes:· the Land Titles 
Practice Manual (how to 
complete and lodge land 
registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on 

land registry forms), and the 
latest land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

www.flpa.org.au

JOIN FLPA’S LINKEDIN GROUP 

If you're on LinkedIn, don't forget to follow FLPA's group. It's a closed group,  
open only to FLPA members. Click here to find the group. 

FOLLOW US...

FOLLOW FLPA’S  
FACEBOOK

FLPA is now on Facebook!  
Follow us for information, 

news, professional development 
information and competitions. 

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
www.flpa.org.au
https://twitter.com/flpaq
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://processing.csa.gov.au/ChildSupportFormula/CareEstimator.aspx



