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Dear Members 

2019 has been a good year for FLPA. The 
organisation now boasts almost 1,000 members, 
with over 100 new members this year. 

As the year draws to a close, it is timely to 
acknowledge the contribution of many to the 
organisation. 

Firstly, I would like to thank those Board Members 
who are leaving us this year for their contributions 
to FLPA. These include Peter Haley, Kate Buckley, 
Kate Pateman and Skye Trevanion. 

A special thanks needs to go to Peter Haley for his 
15 years of service to FLPA in the role of Treasurer. 
Peter’s relaxed competence will be missed by the 
Board. 

I take this opportunity to welcome the new Board 
Members Jennifer Hamilton, Matthew Doyle, Ian 
Field and Stephanie Wilkinson. 

FLPA is very fortunate to have many great 
organisations behind the scenes supporting 
the Board to carry out its duties. Most notably, I 
would like to thank Iceberg Events, Office Logistics 
and Altitude Public Relations for their continued 
assistance to FLPA throughout the year. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of those 
practitioners who have volunteered their time to 
attend at FLPA events, to participate in the probono 
mediation pilot, to nominate for Board Member 
positions or to continue to be involved in any way 
in support of FLPA. The enthusiastic and energetic 
approach that members take in relation to FLPA is 
remarkable. 

We are looking forward to a big 2020. The FLPA 
Family Law Retreat in Noosa will take place from 18 
to 20 June 2020.  More details to follow shortly. 

On a personal note, I would like to wish all 
members and their families a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year period. I look forward to 
seeing you all at a FLPA event sometime in 2020. 

Warm regards

James Steel  
President 

business & entity valuations?

superannuation valuations?

tax advice & structuring? 

our backyard.

Your Forensic Accounting Experts - Peter Haley | John Thynne | Ben Gordon

Click to find out more >>

MESSAGE FROM THE 
NEW PRESIDENT

https://vincents.com.au/


NEW FLPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FOR 2020    

FAREWELL TO OUTGOING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
At this year’s AGM, the new Executive Committee 
were elected and announced and include several 
new faces Jennifer Hamilton, Ian Field, Stephanie 
Wilkinson and Matthew Doyle. We welcome these 
new members and look forward to their energy and 
ideas. 

But with the appointment of these new Committee 
members, we see the departure of four outgoing 
Executive Committee members Peter Haley, Kate 
Buckley, Kate Pateman and Skye Trevanion. We 
would like to sincerely thank these members and 
acknowledge the time, effort and commitment they 
have provided to FLPA. 

We would like to especially acknowledge the 15 
years of service that Vincents partner Peter Haley 
has made to FLPA as Treasurer. One of our longest 
serving Committee members, Peter has retired 
with Joe Box from Grant Thornton taking over the 
Treasurer reigns. With that little bit of spare time 
he now has, Peter is probably looking forward to 
getting on his bike more. All the best Peter. We look 
forward to continuing to see you at FLPA functions. 

The new Executive Committee 
for 2020 is looking forward to 
continuing the great work of 
previous years. FLPA has been 
established for more than 40 years 
and is a strong collegial body that is 
fun, stimulating and rewarding to be 
a part of. The Executive Committee 
volunteer their time to give back 
to the profession and ‘Make Family 
Law Matter’. If you have any queries 
or would like to talk to any of the 
Executive Committee members, 
please feel free to contact them 
directly through www.flpa.org.
au/flpa-executive-committee/ 
or through or the secretariat on 
membership@flpa.org.au. 

FLPA’s Annual General Meeting was held on 6 November 2019 and the 
FLPA Executive Committee was appointed for 2020. Congratulations to:

President   James Steel 
Vice President  Dan Bottrell
Secretary    Rebecca Horsley
Treasurer   Joseph Box
Committee    Clare Dart
      Shannon Daykin
     Ian Field
      Dearne Firth
      Lisa Foley
     Stephanie Wilkinson
Regional Member  Amalie Grima
      Jennifer Hamilton
Early Career Member  Matthew Doyle     
Immediate Past President Fiona Caulley

PETER HALEY

www.flpa.org.au/flpa-executive-committee/
mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
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JENNIFER HAMILTON – REGIONAL COMMITTEE 
MEMBER
Jennifer Hamilton is a long-standing member of the family law profession 
and is the principal of J Hamilton & Associates Solicitors in Mackay which she 
established in 1984. For a number of years, she represented Queensland 
solicitors on the Family Law Section of the Law Council of Australia and is a 
past President of The Mackay District Law Association. Jennifer looks forward 
to using her vast experience to promoting regional FLPA activity in the central 
coast region. 

IAN FIELD – COMMITTEE MEMBER
Ian Field is the resident Pom, Accredited Family Law Specialist, ICL and partner 
at Aylward Game Solicitors. Ian commenced his legal career in the UK, where 
he was admitted as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of England and Wales in 
2000. He worked in the family law department of one of the largest law firms in 
Surrey before he moved with his family to Australia. In 2007 Ian was admitted 
as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of Queensland and also of the High Court 
of Australia. Ian looks forward to bringing his energy and ideas to the FLPA 
Executive Committee. 

STEPHANIE WILKINSON – COMMITTEE MEMBER
Commencing her second stint on the FLPA Executive Committee, Stephanie 
Wilkinson is recognised as one of Queensland’s Rising Stars in Family Law 
and a Recommended Parenting and Children’s Matter Lawyer for 2020 in 
Doyle’s Guide to the Australian Legal Profession. An Associate at Phillips Family 
Law, Stephanie has a particular interest in collaborative practice, relocation 
parenting matters and complex property matters, particularly farming matters. 
Stephanie is constantly striving to build on her skills and give back to the 
profession and the community and she looks forward to doing this as an 
Executive Committee member in 2020. 

MATTHEW DOYLE – EARLY CAREER COMMITTEE 
MEMBER
Matthew Doyle was admitted in 2018 after graduating with a Bachelor of Laws 
from QUT. He has worked exclusively in family law and is a solicitor at Lewis & 
Trovas Family Lawyers. Matthew believes that the opportunities and collegiality 
that FLPA provides are extremely valuable, particularly for those new to family 
law. He looks forward to assisting the Board in continuing to shine a light on 
the social networking and professional development needs, challenges and 
aspirations of our members who are finding their feet as family lawyers. 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

RETREAT 2020 – SAVE THE DATE AND 
KEYNOTE ANNOUNCED

FLPA’s Family Law Retreat is back in 2020 at the 
great venue of Peppers Noosa Resort & Villas. 
Make sure you save the date and don’t miss the 
next Retreat. The two-day conference will be held 
from 18-20 June 2020 and the Retreat organising 
committee is busy putting together a powerful 
program that will be sure to impress attendees. 

One of the keynote speakers that the organising 
committee has secured at this early stage is 
highly-engaging and data-driven presenter Simon 
Kuestenmacher who will present on ‘How are 
demographic megatrends shaping Australian 
society?’.

In his presentation Simon will explore the brand 
new decade ahead – the 2020s. The social 

composition of Australia is changing. We become 
an ever more diverse society. While our economy 
keeps growing, the Australian workforce is 
hollowing out. We will see a shrinking middle class 
and growing upper and lower classes. 

He will explore these issues and the challenges 
family law practices will face in a socially segregated 
society. He will also explore changes in partnership 
patterns and how the more highly educated female 
workforce will affect the way relationships work. 
Also in the 2020s, Baby Boomers’ social and political 
influence will shrink rapidly as the family-focussed 
Gen Xers take over most important leadership 
positions in Australia. Join Simon and the Family 
Law Retreat for this exciting journey into the 2020s.

On 26 September 2019, The Courier-Mail published an article 
“Here comes the judgment” where they headlined “Hundreds 
of warring Queensland families have been ordered to appear 
in court this week for unprecedented speed judging to clear a 
backlog of family law matters”. 

In response to members’ comments to the Board regarding the 
article, FLPA President James Steel responded with this Letter to 
the Editor which was published on 1 October.

https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa2020
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ABOUT SIMON KUESTENMACHER 
Simon Kuestenmacher is a Co-Founder and Director 
of The Demographics Group which is headed 
by Bernard Salt. The group provides specialist 
advice on demographic, consumer and social 
trends. Simon holds a Bachelor in Geography from 
Humboldt University in Berlin and a Master of 
Urban Geography from Melbourne University. 

Simon presents across Australia and overseas 
on demographic trends, consumer insights and 
cultural change. He writes a monthly column in The 
Australian focussed on the property industry. Simon 
is frequently sought out by SkyNews, The Project, 
newspapers and radio stations across Australia to 
comment on demographic trends. 

In his spare time Simon runs what is by now the 
world’s largest Twitter account dedicated to maps 
and data. In just three years, he has amassed 
170,000 followers and reaches over 25 million 
people every month on social media. Simon was 
named one of the world’s Top 50 influencers in data 
science by carto.com.

So save the date and make sure you don’t miss 
the limited number of early bird registrations 
when they are released early in 2020. 

SIMON KUESTENMACHER

DISCRETE PROPERTY LIST IMPLEMENTATION 
TWILIGHT WITH REGISTRAR TURNBULL  
Federal Circuit Court’s Registrar Chris Turnbull 
introduced the new Discrete Property List at the 
final Twilight Seminar of 2019 on Thursday 22 
November. 

Although it was a busy time of year for many 
members, this topical Twilight attracted more 
than 60 members in person and 60 online for the 
webinar. Registrar Turnbull, who is in charge of 
implementing the Discrete Property List, presented 
covering issues such as the structure and goals of 
the List, the Court’s expectations, and what parties 
and practitioners can anticipate when appearing at 
this type of listing. 

Questions flowed in and feedback from the seminar 
was extremely positive and members enjoyed the 
top floor view at the College of Law afterwards. 

Dr Turnbull’s seminar as well as all other previous 
Twilight webinars and Lunchtime webinars are 
available for purchase on the FLPA website. If you 
need to update your learnings or gain your CLE 

points and you’ve missed some of the latest FLPA 
professional development events, take a look online 
and see what interests you. https://www.flpa.org.
au/webinar-shop/

https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa2020
https://www.flpa.org.au/webinar-shop/


ROUNDTABLE SUMMER 2019/20208

VIEW FULL PHOTO GALLERY

Almost 300 FLPA members enjoyed a roof top party 
under the Story Bridge to celebrate the end of 2019 
and the end of the decade at the FLPA Christmas 
party. Held at the new bar Fiume at the Fantauzzo 
Hotel on Thursday 28 November, FLPA members 
enjoyed stellar views across the Brisbane River. 
Here are a few favourite pics from the night.  
Members can view all the photos taken on the  
Photos page in the Members Only section. 

FANTAUZZO HOSTS 
FANTASTIC FLPA 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

https://www.flpa.org.au/members/photo-gallery/
https://www.flpa.org.au/members/photo-gallery/
https://www.flpa.org.au/members/photo-gallery/
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TIPS ON HOW TO 
DEAL WITH DIFFICULT 
CLIENTS – A TWILIGHT 
SEMINAR  
Anne-Marie David from the College of Law 
entertainingly chaired a formidable panel on 10 
October at Grant Thornton as they discussed 
dealing with difficult clients, and the challenges 
practitioners face daily. 

Using a case example of “Brad and Angelina”, the 
panel of Karen Oakley, Tony Phillips, Damien Greer, 
Deborah Awyzio, Mary-Ann Huth and Joseph Box 
answered questions by Anne-Marie on issues such 
as dealing with a vexatious self-represented litigant, 
dealing with a client who has engaged in criminality, 
clients who want everything in their affidavit and 
won’t accept advice, dealing with sexual abuse 
allegations, and dealing with clients’ expectations 
around experts, as well as dealing with experts 
when self-represented litigants are involved.

Many FLPA members online and in person listened 
intently from the advice given by the panel. A few 
pearls of wisdom included the following:

“It’s important to have clear communication 
with the client from the beginning.” Deborah 
Awyzio

“Don’t copy in family members and friends on 
emails.” Tony Phillips

And here are some one liners to remember to tell 
clients. 

“My job is to tell you what you need to hear, not 
what you want to hear.” Damien Greer

“It’s not my job to believe you or not.” Karen 
Oakley

This webinar can also be purchased and viewed 
through the FLPA webinar shop. 

HEADS UP

CHRISTMAS COURT CLOSURES  
Over the Christmas period, the Brisbane registry will be closed for public 
holidays. Regional registries in Townsville, Cairns and Rockhampton will be closed 
on Wednesday 25 December and will reopen on Tuesday 7 January 2020. 

https://www.flpa.org.au/webinar-shop/
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FLPA IN THE TROPICS
FLPA in the Tropics on 1 November was again a 
huge success – a packed day of great information 
and entertaining speakers at Riley, Crystalbrook in 
Cairns. 

Barrister Joshua Trevino began the day with an 
interesting presentation “When two legal worlds 
interact and collide - What family lawyers need to 
know about criminal law”. Dr Cam McDonald spoke 
on optimising health for better stress management 
and performance, while the Honourable Justice 
Forrest spoke on the latest and greatest in family 
law.

To assist members who needed to travel more than 
300km for the event, FLPA provided discounted 
registration.

The day concluded in true FLPA style with a 
fabulous social drinks. Here’s a few snaps from  
the day.  
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UPCOMING  
FLPA EVENTS
& OTHER EVENTS FOR 2019

FLPA LUNCHTIME WEBINAR SMALL PROPERTY POOL CASES

Join us for a topical lunchtime webinar canvassing 
the new “Small Property Pool Cases” which is 
currently being implemented in the Brisbane 
Registry of the Federal Circuit Court. Registrar 
Turnbull of the Federal Circuit Court of Australia, 
who is in charge of implementing the small claims 
property pilot, will be presenting to FLPA members 
and covering issues such as the structure and 
goals of the pilot, the Court’s expectations, and 
what parties and practitioners can anticipate when 
appearing at this type of listing.

WHEN: 12.30 PM, WEDNESDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2020 
VIA WEBINAR.

COST: FLPA MEMBER: $25 
NON-MEMBER: $35

REGISTRANTS WILL BE SENT A LINK PRIOR TO 
THE EVENT.

RSVP: Please click here for the online form and 
make payment by Friday 7 February 2020.

IDEAS FOR 2020 
FLPA PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM
After a very stimulating and successful series of 
FLPA Twilight Seminars, Lunchtime Webinars and 
other professional development events throughout 
2019, the FLPA professional development 
committee are busy preparing an equally rewarding 
2020 program. 

If there are any topics or papers you would like 
to see in the program for 2020, please send your 
thoughts or papers to membership@flpa.org.
au with the heading ‘2020 FLPA Professional 
Development’. 

We look forward to delivering some thought-
provoking topics and seeing you at the next  
FLPA event. 

SAVE THE DATE

HERE’S A GLIMPSE OF SOME OF THE  
FLPA AND OTHER EVENTS TO LOOK  
FORWARD TO OVER THE COMING  
MONTHS. KEEP AN EYE ON FLPA’S  

FACEBOOK PAGE AND YOUR INBOX.  
DON’T MISS THEM.

mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa2020
https://membership.flpa.org.au/Sys/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fevent-3501996


CHILD SUPPORT CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy 

access and reference.

View website

The Titles Office website 
for industry professionals 
includes:· the Land Titles 
Practice Manual (how to 
complete and lodge land 
registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on 

land registry forms), and the 
latest land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

www.flpa.org.au

JOIN FLPA’S LINKEDIN GROUP 

If you're on LinkedIn, don't forget to follow FLPA's group. It's a closed group,  
open only to FLPA members. Click here to find the group. 

FOLLOW US...

FOLLOW FLPA’S  
FACEBOOK

FLPA is now on Facebook!  
Follow us for information, 

news, professional development 
information and competitions. 

https://processing.csa.gov.au/ChildSupportFormula/CareEstimator.aspx
https://twitter.com/flpaq
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
www.flpa.org.au
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual



