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The Lighthouse Project 
Early risk screening through a 
secure online platform

Early identification 
and management 
of safety  concerns

Referral of high-risk cases 
to a dedicated court list, 
known as the Evatt List. 

Assessment and triage of 
cases by a specialised team, 
providing resources and the 
appropriate case management
pathway.



Why screen?
Recommendations for reforms of this kind have been made in successive reports 
including:

Chisholm Report for Attorney-General’s Department (2009)

Law Council Report on Families with Complex Needs (2015)

Henderson Parliamentary Inquiry (2017)

ALRC Discussion Paper (2018) 
◦ “The ALRC proposes that the Family Court consider establishing a registrar and family 

consultant team based process to direct matters to appropriate alternative dispute resolution 
processes and… should include specialist pathways for… high risk family violence matters”. 
ALRC Discussion Paper 86, Review of the Family Law System, October 2018.



Overarching Process : The Three Pathways



The Evatt List
Serious or risk of serious abuse, family violence, drug, alcohol or substance 
misuse; or 

Person experiencing mental health issues which has caused or poses a serious 
risk of harm (to self or others); or

Risk of self harm; or 

Recent threats to harm a child, a party or other relevant person; or

Recent threats or attempts to abduct the child.



Placement of matters into the Evatt List
The Family DOORS triage screen must be undertaken (voluntarily) by one of 
the parties.

Oversight and confirmation by the Evatt List Registrar.

Parties are encouraged to screen



Supporting the Evatt List
Registrars:-
Inquisitorial as opposed to adversarial;

Front end and ongoing case management; and 

Information gathering.

Senior Registrars (at the discretion of the Evatt List Judge):-
Interim Hearings;

Case Management; and 

Trial Directions



Urgent Matters
Pre Screening:

Maintain current practices.

Continued assessment by Duty Registrar.

Post Screening:

Family Counsellor may refer to Evatt List Registrar re urgency.

Registrar to urgently gather information.

Urgent s11F event with possible oral report at interim hearing.

Consultation with Evatt List Judge/Senior Registrar re urgency and appropriate 
listing.



The Evatt List: Pathway Overview

Step 1

Within 3-5 days of screen

Step 2

Within 6-8 weeks

Step 3

Within 3-6 months

Step 4

Within 6-9 months

Step 5

Within 9-12 months

Before First Court event 

Registrar reviews case 
Early information 

gathering i.e. documents 
from the Police, other 

courts or the child 
welfare department.  

Consideration of family 
reports

First Court event  

Opportunity to 
address any urgent 
issues and decide 

what evidence and 
information needs to 

be gathered to get 
the case ready for a 

trial. 

Second Court event  

Trial plan and 
directions. 

Compliance check  

Registrar will check that 
the evidence, any 

specialised report and/or 
other information is filed 
or available to the court 
in readiness for the trial.  

Trial before 
the Judge.



QUESTIONS


