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MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

FIND OUT MORE

Celebrating 45 years of 

Australian Family Law Cases 
1975–2020

A N N I V E R S A R Y  E D I T I O N

® Australian Family Law Cases
45th Anniversary 
Special Edition

Available in Book & eBook

Dear members

The last quarter has been action-packed for we 
family lawyers – the Winter Callover, followed by the 
commencement of the FCFCOA Act, and the arrival of 
the new Rules.  It certainly feels like we’ve been kept 
on our toes. 

As to the Winter Callover, we had overwhelming 
support from members, volunteering to resource the 
pro-bono mediations.  Sadly, lockdowns got in the 
way, and the Callover did not run as had initially been 
planned.  FLPA nevertheless thanks those volunteers, 
many of whom are repeat offerors of their time – this 
generosity only affirms that, while family lawyers are 
occasionally criticised in the media, there are plenty 
who freely devote their time and energy to the cause 
of dispute resolution for those who need it most. 

As this Round Table reaches you, many will still 
be making their way through the new Rules.  
Acknowledging that you all have busy practices, FLPA 
has circulated some resources to help you come up to 
speed, and, once the dust has settled, has its own CLE, 
to put some tips and pitfalls under the microscope.  
Be sure to book your diaries for 7 October to hear 
from barrister, Madeleine Murphy, and FLPA’s Past 
President, James Steel, with practical illustrations of 
the experiences of our members in coming to grips 
with 306 pages of new Rules.  

It has been a busy quarter of FLPA events as well – 
Hon. Justice Kent, Registrar Kane and Syd Williams QC 

took us through the A-Z of Appeals on 17 June; Judge 
Middleton delivered Part 2 of his series of lectures 
on advocacy and courtroom preparation on 15 July; 
and Kara Best, Hayley Cunningham and Shanna 
Quinn, assisted by Barrister, Jeff Bunning enlightened 
us about Parenting Co-ordination on 2 September.  
Hopefully you’ve been getting what you need from 
these events, and accruing your CPD points along the 
way – the CPD sub-committee is certainly working 
hard to bring you practical content, and experienced 
speakers. 

There have been movements on the bench in the last 
quarter as well, in that:

1. FLPA farewelled Hon. Justice Kent at Blackbird 
Restaurant on 12 August, marking his 10 years 
of service on the bench, and is grateful to Hon. 
Peter Murphy for delivering the farewell remarks 
for FLPA.  Members will be seeing more of His 
Honour, in a different capacity, as you will see 
from the article in this issue of Round Table;

2. FLPA funded an event hosted by the Cairns Family 
Law Practitioners Group to welcome Judge Cope 
(Her Honour will be known to many of you for her 
long-standing efforts in family law education in 
the Cairns family law community, and in the QLS 
Specialist Accreditation Program) to the Cairns 
Registry, on 2 September; 

3. Judge Willis joined the Court in Brisbane, just in 
time for the Winter Callover; and 

https://shop.wolterskluwer.com.au/items/10078961-0014S?utm_campaign=September_2020&utm_medium=Digital_ad&utm_source=FLPA_Roundtable_Magazine
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TRIBUTE TO RANDAL BINNIE
By Judy Stewart

Sadly, one of the good guys, Randal Binnie, passed 
away suddenly on Friday 11 December 2020 following 
complications from heart surgery. 

Randal was born in Ipswich on 10 April 1956, was 
a father to three sons and two daughters and a 
grandfather. 

Randal lived a big life loving his Sunday motorbike rides 
to Mt Glorious and his overseas travel prior to Covid.  
Amari Resort in Phuket was an annual favourite with 
long-term partner Jennie. More recently Randal and 
Jennie had enjoyed their travels to eastern Europe. 

Randal and Jennie also loved their lifestyle at Bulimba 
with Randal often posting photographs of their walks 
along the river and stop offs at coffee shops and bars.

Randal completed his law degree at QUT in 1990 
following an earlier career from 1972 in the 

Queensland Police Service.  Randal 
resigned as Sergeant at Blackall and 
was previously stationed at Ipswich, 
Monto and Mundubbera. 

Randal had a long and successful 
legal career. He was admitted 
as a solicitor in 1992 and in 
2003 commenced his long-term 
business partnership with Mark 
Francis. 

Randal was a Nationally Accredited Mediator, Family 
Dispute Resolution Practitioner, Collaborative Lawyer, 
Accredited Family Law Specialist and Notary Public.

 Randal loved his gadgets and one of his favourites was 
his recording pen.  

We didn’t expect that you would be leaving us so 
suddenly Randal and you are greatly missed.

4. A number of FLPA members, and familiar faces 
at FLPA events, have taken up positions as Senior 
Judicial Registrars and Judicial Registrars, in the 
Court.  FLPA wishes Kara Best (Director, Best Wilson 
Buckley), barrister Ann-Maree McDiarmid, Clare 
McCormack, Corey Jenkins, Kerrie Stuart, Selena 
Cartwright, Jessica Craddock, Keertan Samra and 
our very own Committee Member, Marie Dore, well, 
as they take up these important roles within the 
Court, and continue to make a difference on ‘the 
other side’. 

FLPA’s submissions sub-committee has been kept 
busy in making known the voice of you, the members, 
providing feedback to the Court as to the draft of 
the Practice Directions which accompany the new 
Rules; participating in a Senate Committee Hearing 
in connection with its submission as to the legislation 
concerning Federal Family Violence Orders; and making 
submissions as to the legislation proposed to allow 
litigants access to superannuation information held by 
the ATO. 

FLPA thanks members for responding to the callout 
for suggestions about the ‘special projects’ which 
the FLPA Committee might consider for the year 
ahead.   A number of concepts were received from 
members, and all have been given thought by the 
Committee.  FLPA’s special project will be to allocate 
resources for the training of a new generation of family 
report writers who can accept briefs from Legal Aid 
for the preparation of reports in parenting cases.  It 
is anticipated that this project will involve a FLPA-led 
training day for social scientists seeking to enter the 
family report writing area, and a bursary which can 

be made available to a defined number of trainee 
experts and experienced supervisors to assist with 
the implementation of that training.  This project is 
designed to address the presently limited number of 
experts who can accept instructions to prepare family 
reports.  This concept is now in the development stage 
within FLPA, so you will hear more about it as FLPA 
begins a dialogue with the Court, Legal Aid and other 
organisations about training, how bursaries might work 
in practice, and an appropriate application framework 
and process. 

Looking to the quarter ahead, the FLPA Retreat at 
Noosa (25 to 27 November) is now drawing into view.  
Many members are on the wait-list for that event, 
where the COVID-19 regulations have required us to 
cap delegate numbers.  The Committee is watching 
the situations in NSW and Victoria, and their impact 
on Queensland regulations, very closely – if we are 
permitted to host more members at the Retreat, we will 
open that event to more registration as soon as it is safe 
to do so. 

By the next issue of Round Table, FLPA will have held 
our annual Committee elections, so be sure to look 
out for the call for nominations, and to vote for those 
who will continue to advance the things that FLPA does 
best – education about family law, networking for its 
members, and the provision of services at Court. 

Kind regards

 
Dan Bottrell

RANDAL BINNIE
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LINDA BLOWERS 
FAREWELLED
Linda Blowers (nee Ranson) passed away on 13 
April 2021, aged 54, after a short but courageous 
battle with cancer.

A well-known Gympie lawyer who specialised 
in family law, Linda was also a champion pistol 
shooter, keen runner and caring wife to Alain 
and stepmother to Karla. To those who knew her, 
she was described as kind, incredibly smart, and 
always on the go. 

As solicitor and colleague Rachel Tierney described 
in her QLS Proctor tribute, Linda didn’t commence 
her working life in the law.

Linda grew up on the family farm in Clovass, 
New South Wales before her parents and two 
sisters moved to Hervey Bay. Dux of Hervey Bay 
State High School in 1984, she first became a 
private music teacher, teaching many children in 
Maryborough and Hervey Bay.

“The skills and patience she learnt during this time, 
in addition to her kind and happy nature, would 
place Linda in good stead later in her legal career 
where she would mentor a number of early career 
lawyers,” Rachel said.

In 1987, Linda began studying 
her law degree part-time at 
Queensland University of 
Technology. She chose law 
because she felt that she could 
help people, in some way, as a 
lawyer.

In 1988, Linda joined Neilson 
Stanton & Parkinson, Gympie, as 
a Trainee Solicitor/Articled Clerk. 
She completed her law degree 
and graduated with honours 
in 1993, and later that year was 
admitted to practice as a solicitor of 
the Supreme Court of Queensland. 

Linda became a partner in the firm in January 
2006, and stayed with the firm for 32 years.

Linda also took up pistol shooting (IPSC) as a 
hobby. “It began as a release from the stresses 
and pressures of work as a lawyer – but it would 
become her passion. “ Rachel said.

She travelled with Alain and Karla (who are also 
involved in pistol shooting) all over Australia and 
the world to compete in IPSC competitions. 

By 1999 Linda had progressed to win the 
Australian Open Ladies Title in IPSC (a title she 

would win again in 2000, 2003 and 2007).  She 
competed at the World Championships every three 
years finishing third in 2005 and delivering top 10 
finishes on two other occasions.

Her greatest achievement in her 
sport was her win at the Ladies 
Open Match at the United States 
National Titles in 2003, despite 
not being able to hold the 
title because she was not a US 
resident.

Rachel said Linda’s early desire 
to help people via the law came 
to fruition through her practice 
of family law, with a significant 
portion of her workload being 
Legal Aid Queensland files. 

In 2001 she became an Accredited 
Specialist in Family Law. 

In addition to family law, Linda was also an 
experienced property and commercial lawyer.

Fellow law firm partner and friend Stephen 
Manthey said Linda’s passing was totally 
unexpected and it was a great sadness to lose her.

“She was an extremely competent lawyer and was 
very professional in her working life as a lawyer 
and was very well regarded by her peers,” Stephen 
said. 

“She will be greatly missed as a friend and 
colleague.” 

NEILSON STANTON AND PARKINSON’S IAN KING, 
LINDA BLOWERS, STEPHEN MANTHEY AND  

GRAHAM NEILSON. PHOTO COURTESY  
OF THE GYMPIE TIMES

LINDA BLOWERS
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TWILIGHT REVIEW –  
A – Z OF APPEALS
Appeals are an important part of all family law 
practitioners’ practice, the outcome of which can be 
crucial for our clients. 

In this Twilight held in mid-June, a panel of three 
wonderful appeal experts showed the audience how 
to navigate this often tricky and complex part of a 
family law practitioners’ practice. 

The Honourable Justice Kent of the then Family Court 
opened the evening and provided thorough slides 
which are available for all members to download 
– https://www.flpa.org.au/members/papers-and-
presentations/.

Barrister-at-Law Sydney Williams QC and Registrar 
Teresa Kane of the Family Court supported Justice 
Kent and provided extremely practical and useful 
information about the appeal process, from start to 
finish.

Thank you very much to these very knowledgeable 
presenters for speaking with our members. This was 
a valuable and very popular Twilight webinar. 

FLPA’s professional development sub-committee has been very busy during Winter with three successful and 
informative Twilight seminars/webinars.

If you missed them, don’t forget they are available for purchase in FLPA’s Webinar shop online. 

We also continue to be aware of technical issues for the webinar and our support team are doing our best to 
minimise these and rectify those under our control. 

Please be aware that some Twilight seminars involve a different dynamic than the pre-Covid events – often 
held in different venues with different technology, with speakers in more than one location with different 
technological configurations and experience. 

Our speakers have all been volunteers of their time to speak, which is always appreciated by the 
FLPA Committee.

FEDERAL CIRCUIT AND FAMILY COURT OF 
AUSTRALIA - YOUR FEEDBACK INVITED
FLPA invites members to provide any feedback they wish for us to compile and pass onto the Court regarding the 
commencement of the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia.

This can encompass any aspect of the changes operative from 1 September, including but not limited to the 
operation of the new Court website, any issues impacting on the case management of matters already in the 
system at the time (please do not pass on confidential client information such as names), or procedural issues you 
have come across as the transition has been rolled out, as some examples.

Please email your feedback to membership@flpa.org.au by no later than 1 October 2021.  All feedback will be  
de-identified to ensure confidentiality.

LATEST TWILIGHT REVIEWS

https://www.flpa.org.au/members/papers-and-presentations/
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TWILIGHT REVIEW –  
JUDGE MIDDLETON SERIES 2 –  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Judge Middleton’s part two (in a series of three) 
extended Twilight on Advocacy  and Courtroom 
preparation was also another outstanding success 
held in mid-July, just before significant COVID 
restrictions.

This second extended Twilight seminar/webinar 
series was once again facilitated by Judge Middleton 
of the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia 
(this time in person) and supported by Barrister at 
Law Jeff Bunning. 

This Twilight focused on providing guidance to 
practitioners about preparation and advocacy in 
parenting matters generally, in particular those 
involving issues of risk and domestic violence.

Don’t miss the final in the series on preparing your 
client’s evidence for final hearing and the evidence of 
experts and witnesses.

Ever been in court and needed instant availability for a 
barrister, mediator, report writer, accountant or valuer? 

Enable all legal practitioners 
and experts to connect and 
see your availability in real 
time with one easy search on 
AusLaw Concierge.

Download it today! 

Are you part of our community yet? 

TWILIGHT REVIEW – PARENTING 
With the commencement of the Federal Circuit 
and Family Court of Australia on 1 September, this 
Twilight was timely and topical in helping members 
understand drafting better parenting orders and the 
role of a parenting co-ordinator. 

Experienced parenting co-ordinators Kara Best 
(then a Director of Best Wilson Buckley Family Law 
and parenting co-ordinator), Hayley Cunningham 
(Director of Family Law Group Solicitors and 
parenting co-ordinator) and Shanna Quinn (Barrister, 
Mediator, Forensic Social Scientist and parenting 
co-ordinator) presented practical advice and tips 
for when things go wrong in the implementation of 
parenting orders, including:

1. How to draft better parenting orders to avoid 
disputes in the future;

2. How to give enforcement and contravention 
applications the best chance of success; and

3. The new alternative – parenting co-ordination – 
what it is and ways that it can help in high conflict 
matters. 

https://auslawconcierge.com.au/
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COLLEGE OF LAW PLT SCHOLARSHIP  
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN                              

FLPA and the College of Law are pleased to once again 
open applications for the new scholarship for young 
family lawyers and law graduates for 2021 – the FLPA 
and College of Law Practical Legal Training Student 
Scholarship.

Established for the first time in 2020, the winner of the 
scholarship will receive the equivalent of the fee for 
undertaking the College of Law Practical Legal Training 
course and $1,000 cash.

FLPA President Dan Bottrell and College of Law 
Executive Director Ann-Maree David said the 
scholarship winner also receives mentoring and 
a work experience placement during the practical 
component of the College of Law PLT, via an 
experienced FLPA member, to help the winning 
student attain the practical legal training component 
required for completion of the course requirements.

The College of Law PLT course is the leading program 
in Australia for law graduates preparing for admission 
to practice and is worth almost $10,000. Coupled with 
the cash prize and the mentoring opportunities, this 
scholarship is an outstanding opportunity for young 
practitioners.

Completion of this program leads to the award of the 
Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice (GDLP).

Applications are now open for young law graduates 
for this new scholarship and will close 5pm Friday,  
1 October 2021.

If you are interested in applying, email your cover 
letter and statement addressing each of the eligibility 
and the selection criteria to membership@
flpa.org.au. Also include a copy of your academic 
transcript/record, a brief curriculum vitae, details 
of two referees, and copies of any other supporting 
documentation.

JOIN WAITLIST FOR RETREAT REGISTRATION
With the current COVID capacity restrictions, FLPA’s 
Family Law Retreat is currently sold out. But as we 
know in the post COVID world, things change quickly! 
We remain optimistic that capacity restrictions will 
be lifted as the vaccination program rolls out across 
Queensland. 

So if you’re interested in attending FLPA’s fabulous 
Family Law Retreat from 25-27 November, join the 
waitlist by emailing chloe@icebergevents.com.au. 

Organisations wishing to take up key sponsorship 
packages for the event can contact event manager 
Katie Tomkins from Iceberg Events –  
katie@icebergevents.com.au

mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
mailto:membership@flpa.org.au
https://www.flpa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/FLPA-and-College-of-Law-Practical-Legal-Training-Student-Scholarship-2021-criteria-sheet.pdf
https://www.flpa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/FLPA-and-College-of-Law-Practical-Legal-Training-Student-Scholarship-2021-criteria-sheet.pdf
mailto:chloe@icebergevents.com.au
mailto:katie@icebergevents.com.au
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SENSATIONAL SPEAKER LINEUP 
The 2021 Family Law Retreat program is shaping 
up to be one of the best yet and is now available on 
the Retreat website – https://event.icebergevents.
com.au/flpa-2021/program. 

Don’t miss a broad range of dynamic 
and engaging speakers including 
entertaining media commentator, 
business advisor and futurist Bernard 
Salt, The Honourable Chief Justice 
William Alstergren and the 
affectionately-known "Human Lie 
Detector" Steve van Aperen. 

Steven is an expert in behavioural 
interviewing, reading body 
language, detecting deception 
and changing behaviours through 
rapid induction hypnosis and 
will conclude the first day of the 
Retreat, before the FLPA Soireé. 
Here’s a little about Steve and 
his intriguing plenary session.

Can you read what your clients and colleagues are 
really thinking? 

Imagine having the ability and skill sets to read people 
like a book during meetings, interviews 

and negotiations, and knowing how to 
detect deception. 

Steve will show attendees how to read 
micro expressions, distress signals 

and how to analyse the content and 
structure of words to determine 
whether or not they are being lied to. 
Steve will also discuss how to use his 
unique 60 second profiling technique 
to look for deviations from baseline 
observations. 

Having assisted police in 82 homicide 
cases, Steve knows how to read 
behavioural cues of deception.  

LAST  
CHANCE

REMAINING RETREAT 
SPONSORSHIPS
Sponsorship opportunities remain available for 
plenary sessions and concurrent sessions, some of 
which may be a perfect match for your practice niche  
at this year's Retreat.

Sponsors of plenary and concurrent sessions receive 
attribution in the Retreat program; have their 
banners on stage; and your PowerPoints running 
before sessions. They are a great way to link your 
brand with the subject of individual sessions. 

Other more general sponsorship opportunities 
remain available including:
• DELEGATE WELCOME GIFT
• The very popular COFFEE CART 
• WELCOME DRINKS
• CLOSING DRINKS  
• DEVICE CHARGING STATION 

Any of these remaining sponsorships can tailored 
to suit your business. To find out more about 
sponsorship, please contact Katie Tomkins at Iceberg 
Events on katie@icebergevents.com.au.

https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa-2021/program
mailto: katie@icebergevents.com.au
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FLPA AWARDS  
TOP STUDENT  
AT CQU
Central Queensland University law student Nicole 
Elliott was recently awarded the FLPA Academic 
Prize in Family Law for the highest achieving student 
in the family law subject at CQU.

Nicole completed her degree and graduated from 
CQU at the end of 2020. She has also recently 
completed her PLT at the College of Law and was 
admitted to the Supreme Court in April 2021.

Nicole said she enjoyed the family law elective as 
it was comprehensive and covered both parenting 
and financial settlement procedures which were 
indicative of real-life client scenarios.

“It prepared us not only for the theoretical 
component of understanding the Family Law Act, 
but also prepared us for practice,” Nicole said.

Nicole now works on the Sunshine Coast with 
multi-faceted firm Greenhalgh Pickard Solicitors and 
Accountants. She is eager to delve into the diverse 
array of areas in which the firm practises, and grow 
in many areas of law.

Nicole was presented her CQU prize virtually on 10 
September. 

Congratulations Nicole. We look forward to hearing 
more from you in the family law profession in the 
future.

NICOLE ELLIOTT 

ADVERTISE JOBS IN INTERESTING INFO                              
Due to popular demand from our members, we are 
pleased to trial a new service offering the opportunity 
to advertise for jobs available in the family law 
profession as well as commercial products relevant to 
family law. 

JOB ADVERTISEMENTS 
For jobs available, your organisation can advertise 
directly to your target audience – Queensland family 
law professionals – through the Interesting Info email 
for only $60 plus GST. 

PRODUCT/SERVICE ADVERTISEMENTS 
For commercial products relevant to the family law sector, FLPA will offer ONLY ONE commercial advertisement 
for each edition at a cost of $400 plus GST. This will include a short, written summary of a product or service, as 
well as an advertising image. 

All advertising is subject to the FLPA committee approval. 

So if you have a job going in family law or a commercial product or service relevant to family law that you’d like 
to promote, please download the Interesting Info ratecard or contact membership@flpa.org.au.  

As we trial these two new services, we would also be interested to hear your feedback. Please email feedback to 
membership@flpa.org.au. 

mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
https://www.flpa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FLPA-Interesting-Info-advertising-ratecard.pdf
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  
THE HONOURABLE MICHAEL KENT 
 
Following FLPA's recent event marking his service on the Bench, The Honourable Michael Kent was kind enough  
to chat to Round Table about his memories, thoughts and future plans.

What are your work plans now you have retired 
from the bench?  
I should clarify that I have resigned from the bench 
rather than retired from working life!

Prior to my appointment to the Court a significant part 
of my practice as Senior Counsel was as a mediator 
in all kinds of civil disputes, including financial cases 
in family law. I enjoy the dynamics of mediation. I find 
the intellectual challenge of exploring legally-based 
solutions to complex disputes rewarding, and it is 
fulfilling to play a role in parties achieving a resolution 
which avoids further stress, cost and delay inherent 
in prolonged litigation. I am returning to the Bar to 
resume practice in alternative dispute resolution 
hopefully with the benefit of some added experience 
and skills my time on the bench has given me.

Whilst not strictly in the category of work plans, I 
also intend to continue to play some role in the legal 
education of practitioners. I had the good fortune in 
my time as junior counsel to work with many of the 
pre-eminent silks of my generation in various areas of 
civil practice. I have benefited from my experience on 
the bench both in the trial division and as a member 
of the Appeals Division. I like to think my experiences 
now afford me the opportunity to provide something 
useful in the legal education of young practitioners in 
particular.

Another pursuit, not strictly in the category of “work”, 
is my plan to assist my daughter Sophie in her equine 
therapy practice directed to children with anxiety 
difficulties or autism. Sophie and I are passionate 
about horses and we have both been instructors at 
Pony Club. It is extremely rewarding to see children 
respond and develop through their interactions 
with ponies and horses and I hope to pursue that 
by assisting Sophie provide therapy to children with 
needs.

What about “play plans”? Are you planning more 
time for your favourite hobbies? 
One of my favourite hobbies is participating in the 
uniquely Australian sport of campdrafting. To the 
uninitiated, campdrafting involves a horse and rider 
working cattle and is believed to have its origins 
in outback Queensland in the late 1800s amongst 
stockmen and drovers in competitions to test 
horsemanship. Whilst I am a long way from being 
competitive with the professional stockmen who 
participate, I love all that goes with taking part in a 

campdraft, usually held over three days, including 
camping in a country setting.

My bucket list includes participating in what is known 
as the Queensland Triple Crown of campdrafting 
events consisting of the Condamine Bell, the Chinchilla 
Grandfather Clock and the Warwick Gold Cup. The 
names are instructive as to the prize on offer for the 
winner!

As a golfer, I am a very good campdrafter but I also 
plan to ruin a few good walks by attempting to play 
golf, with some likewise challenged friends.

My other hobby is ocean swimming and I would like 
to get my act (and training) sufficiently together to 
complete some ocean swims this summer.

What is your most memorable moment on the 
bench? 
It is difficult to select just one. Anytime sitting with 
the late Justice Stephen Thackray and Justice Peter 
Murphy on a challenging appeal was memorable, 
as was the post-sitting post mortems over a few 
shared red wines. I regard the experiences of sitting 
with these two of the finest judges the Family Court 
has seen, dealing with complex appeals, as the 
jurisprudential highlight of my time on the bench.

Some of my most entertaining and thus memorable 
moments sitting with Thackray and Murphy JJ were 
provided by litigants in person. I recall particular 

MICHAEL KENT



ROUNDTABLE SPRING 202112

sittings when it seemed the Appeals Registrar had 
made a point of gathering together in a single 
appeal sittings a sequence of the more, may I 
say, “interesting” self-represented litigants I have 
encountered. One insisted on commencing his appeal 
with what he termed “a speech of dedication to the 
fallen”. We were to learn that this was a reference 
to an anonymous group of fathers who were failed 
litigants in the Family Court whose predicaments were 
equated by the appellant to those who had fallen in 
wars.

My particular favourite was an appellant who had 
caused his now deceased wife to accrue an enormous 
bill for legal fees prior to her death in resisting the 
appellant’s claims against her. The contest on appeal 
was between the appellant and the deceased wife’s 
lawyers’ claim for costs. In what seemed to me to 
be a striking example of historical revisionism, the 
appellant insisted upon installing on the bar table a 
framed photograph of his deceased wife and an urn 
containing her ashes, as part of a makeshift shrine, 
so that all concerned would have the deceased wife 
firmly in mind during the appeal hearing.

What are your thoughts on the merger of the 
Courts? 
It will probably be seen as self-serving and predictable 
for me, as a former judge assigned to the Appeals 
Division, to observe that the loss of a dedicated appeal 
division of the Court is a seriously retrograde step, but 
that is my view.

It is well-documented that originally the so-
called “merger” plan was propounded by the 
Commonwealth Government as a means of achieving 
efficiencies without the need to employ additional 
resourcing to the Courts. In my respectful view, the 
various representative organisations of the legal 
profession throughout the country were correct 
in their published views that the Government’s 
plan, and its premise as to the efficiencies it could 

allegedly achieve without additional resources, were 
misconceived. 

One of the great ironies is that the incorrectly 
described “merger” of the Courts (the existence of 
each separate Court continues) now comes to pass 
when in the face of a global pandemic balanced 
budgets are no longer possible and budgetary 
constraints have disappeared. More public money 
than ever before has recently been allocated to 
our Courts. It would be extraordinary indeed if 
this unprecedented degree of resourcing does not 
produce some significant improvements, but this was 
always the position agitated for by the representative 
organisations of the legal profession.

As the well-known Semple model evidenced, there 
was the opportunity to bring about real reforms and 
improved efficiencies to the family law system and 
its Courts without diminishing the status and value 
of the Courts and family law in our society. Time will 
tell whether the changes adopted will have these 
results. However, the unprecedented increase in 
public funding now available to the Courts should be 
welcomed by all.

All the best for your time at the bar Justice Kent.  
FLPA looks forward to continuing to work with you.  
Below are Justice Kent’s contact details. 
T: 07 3236 4282  I  M: 0432 328 122   
E: mkent@qldbar.asn.au I  W: 19innschambers.com.au  

FAREWELL FUNCTION 
FOR THE HONOURABLE 
JUSTICE KENT 
FLPA farewelled the Honourable Justice Michael Kent 
from the bench in August at the wonderful Blackbird 
Restaurant and Bar. 

Attended by many FLPA members, the FLPA social 
committee planned a lovely (mainly seated due to COVID 
restrictions) evening which was thoroughly enjoyed by all 
including Justice Kent. 

After 10 years on the bench, His Honour Justice Kent 
resigned his commission in July and will return to the bar. 

mailto: mkent.154@gmail.com
19innschambers.com.au
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A WARM WELCOME TO 
HER HONOUR JUDGE 
COPE IN CAIRNS 
FLPA was honoured to contribute to a lunch event to 
warmly welcome Judge Patricia Cope to the Federal 
Circuit Court  (as it then was) in Cairns last month. 

A Cairns-based lawyer, and a long-standing 
supporter of CLE in that region, Her Honour 
Judge Cope commenced her appointment in late 
July, replacing local long-term resident then FCC 
Judge Josephine Willis AM, who has transferred to 
Brisbane.

Bev Reaston from Reaston Drummond Law and 
Amanda Millyard spoke at the lunch to welcome 
Her Honour on behalf of the local family law 
practitioners. The event was very much enjoyed by 
all.

Her Honour Judge Cope will be presenting at an 
upcoming event in Cairns (hosted by the Cairns 
Family Law Group) on Friday 5 November from  
1 – 5pm with drinks afterwards at Salthouse. Stay 
tuned for registration details. 

WINTER CALLOVER TO CLEAR MATTERS
FLPA would like to extend a very big thank you 
to the FLPA members who generously offered to 
volunteer their time to assist with the pro bono 
mediation pilot which was to be held during 
the Winter Callover over two weeks in August. 
Unfortunately due to the August COVID lockdown, 
the pro bono mediation pilot didn’t occur as 
planned.  We are aware that some members 
were approached by practitioners outside of the 
Callover to assist with pro bono mediations and we 
are grateful to them for offering to assist.

A particular thanks to the following FLPA 
members who volunteered to assist with pro bono 
mediations during the Winter Callover. 

• Courtney Barton 
• Allison Caputo
• Kylie Chesterman
• Kirstie Colls
• Hayley Cunningham
• Clare Dart
• Shannon Daykin
• Susan Downes
• Kay Feeney 
• Dearne Firth
• Gary Fleetwood
• Richard Galloway
• Jennifer Hetherington

• Phil Looney QC
• Michael Maguire
• Peter Mason
• Ann-Maree McDiarmid
• Janelle Meyers-Young
• Graeme Page QC
• Rebecca Parry
• Mark Sayers
• James Steel
• Farley Tolpen
• Rachel Varshney
• Sue-Ellen Wright

FLPA acknowledges that a number of these 
members have taken up the call for volunteers 
on multiple occasions in the past.  The Court also 
expressed their thanks to those members for their 
willingness to assist.
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FLPA TO PROVIDE TRAINING FOR 
POTENTIAL FAMILY REPORT WRITING EXPERTS
Thanks to recent suggestions by members, FLPA 
will embark on a new project which aims to assist 
in creating a pool of new generation experts to 
undertake preparation of family reports via Legal 
Aid.  

To support the development and growth of these 
experts over the next 12 months, FLPA hopes to 
work with the Court, and Legal Aid, to develop  
and fund:

• A training day for social workers and 
psychologists wishing to enter the family law 
area to gain the content needed to begin 
writing family reports; and

• A two-part bursary for new social workers and 
psychologists to undertake initial family report 

writing tasks at no cost, as an experience-
building exercise, under the supervision of 
some experienced/senior family report writers. 
One part of the bursary would go to the 
trainee, and one part to the ‘supervisor’. 

FLPA President Dan Bottrell said the project 
will aim to develop a new generation of experts 
coming through the ranks. 

“This member suggestion jumped out at the 
Committee as it can only be of benefit in the 
processing of parenting cases,” Dan said. 

“We look forward to sharing you further details 
in the coming months as FLPA works with other 
stakeholders to examine this project, and bring it 
to life".

NEW PRACTITIONERS’  
ROOM COMING SOON  
IN ROCKY
FLPA is pleased to announce we will be organising 
some equipment for the practitioners’ room in the 
newly opened Rockhampton Registry of the Federal 
Circuit and Family Court of Australia. 

FLPA is busy selecting contractors to provide the 
equipment to fit out the practitioners’ room to 
provide space for FLPA members to retreat and work 
in Rockhampton. 

The practitioners’ room will include a computer 
connected to a printer and WiFi for members’ use.

Watch this space! We look forward to bringing you 
photos of the new room very soon. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY BY FLPA 
FLPA is proud to formalise acknowledging the 
traditional owners of our land at all FLPA events. 

Developing a policy for use at FLPA social functions, 
Twilight seminars, and other professional 
development events, FLPA will also include the 
acknowledgement on the FLPA website. 

“Acknowledging the traditional custodians is an 
extremely important part of the reconciliation 
process and I am pleased to formally introduce and 
document it into the FLPA process,” FLPA President 
Dan Bottrell said. 

As another year draws nearer to a close, it’s that 
time again for the FLPA Annual General Meeting 
and voting for the new FLPA executive committee. 

Each year, the executive committee do an 
outstanding job working together to represent the 
interests of FLPA members, providing feedback 
on draft legislation and policy reform and to 
bring FLPA members informative and interesting 
professional development events and wonderful 
social events among other activities. A truly 
collegial group, the committee volunteer their 
time to work on the implementation of FLPA’s 
objectives. 

If you’d like to nominate to be on FLPA’s executive 
committee, please take note of the following dates: 

• 15 September - Notice of the AGM sent 
to members and executive committee 
nominations open.

• 6 October – Executive committee nominations 
close

• 18 October – Executive committee election 
opens. Members will receive an email with the 
electronic ballot. 

• 31 October – Election closes.

• 3 November – FLPA Annual General Meeting.

Thank you to the current FLPA executive 
committee for your dedication and support.  
Finding time for FLPA activities is not always easy 
when committee members have their own busy 
practices. 

FLPA AGM AND CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS FOR THE FLPA BOARD
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FLPA TWILIGHT SEMINAR/WEBINAR  
- NEW LEGISLATION AND PRACTICE 

DIRECTIONS

UPCOMING FLPA EVENTS

The recent implementation of the Federal Circuit 
and Family Court of Australia has brought about 
significant changes in family law not seen for 
over two decades. Please join FLPA for a Twilight 
seminar regarding the new legislation and 
practice directions to dissect what this means for 
professionals practising in family law.  

Led by James Steel, Principal of Barry.Nilsson.
Lawyers and Accredited Family Law Specialist, 
and Madeleine Murphy, Barrister-at-Law, 
this session promises to be both practical 
and informative.  Participants will be taken 
through a range of scenarios to gain a better 
understanding of how the new legislation applies 
to family law cases, and be equipped to assist 
not only clients to fulfil their obligations, but 
practitioners themselves.  A session not to be 
missed. 

When: 5.30pm start, Thursday 7 October 2021 
Cost: $50 for FLPA members - in person 
$70 for non members - in person 
$35 for FLPA members - via webinar 
$50 for non members - via webinar

RSVP: Please click here for the online form and 
make payment by Friday 1 October 2021.

More info: Contact membership@flpa.org.au. 

SAVE THE DATE – CAIRNS CPD EVENT 
WITH HER HONOUR JUDGE COPE

When: 25 – 27 November 2021

Where: Peppers Noosa Resort and Villas

More info: https://event.icebergevents.com.au/
flpa-2021

FAMILY LAW RETREAT

When: 1-5pm, Friday 5 November 2021

Where: Conference Rooms, Level 4, 104 Grafton 
St, Cairns and afterwards for drinks at Salthouse

More info and registration details to be 
circulated by the Cairns Family Law Group.

mailto: membership@flpa.org.au
https://event.icebergevents.com.au/flpa-2021


CHILD SUPPORT CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy 

access and reference.

View website

The Titles Office websit
for industry professionals 
includes:· the Land Titles 
Practice Manual (how to 
complete and lodge land 
registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on 

land registry forms), and the 
latest land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

www.flpa.org.a

JOIN FLPA’S LINKEDIN GROUP 

If you're on LinkedIn, don't forget to follow FLPA's group. It's a closed group,  
open only to FLPA members. Click here to find the group.

FOLLOW US...

FOLLOW FLPA’S  
FACEBOOK

FLPA is now on Facebook!  
Follow us for information, 

news, professional development 
information and competitions. 

https://www.flpa.org.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://twitter.com/flpaq
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://processing.csa.gov.au/ChildSupportFormula/CareEstimator.aspx



