
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Board of Directors 
 

Family Law Practitioners Association of Queensland Limited 
 
 
Held at 5.30pm on Wednesday, 7 November 2018  
 
Vincents Chartered Accountants, 32 Turbot Street, Brisbane  
 
 
1. Attendances & Apologies 

 
Attendances:  Fiona Caulley, James Steel, Dan Bottrell, Peter Haley, Rebecca Horsley, 
Clare Dart, Janelle Osborne, Dearne Firth, Tedd Jordan, the Honourable Justice Colin 
Forrest, Kate Buckley, Joe Box, Bruce Doyle, Eugene O’Sullivan, Shannon Daykin, Skye 
Trevanion, Fraser Murray, Clarissa Rayward, Keith Wilson, Robert Lake (and Kate 
Pateman, by telephone link) 
 
Apologies: Tony George, Jennifer McArdle 
 

2. Minutes of Previous AGM  
 
Minutes moved by Dan Bottrell and seconded by Fiona Caulley. 
 

3. President’s Report – see attached  
 

4. New Board: 
 

President:           James Steel 
 
Vice-President:   Dan Bottrell  
 
Secretary:           Rebecca Horsley 
 
Treasurer:           Peter Haley 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Country members:        Kate Pateman 
    Amalie Grima 
 
Early Career member:    Skye Trevanion 

 
General Board Members: Joe Box 
                           Clare Dart 
                           Shannon Daykin 
                           Lisa Foley 
                           Kate Buckley 
                           Dearne Firth 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report – see attached  
 
6. General business 

 
Eugene O’Sullivan raised two queries regarding the Treasurer’s Report. Firstly, in 
relation to the increase of funds received: it was noted that FLPA received both the net 
profits for the 2017 Residential and the 2018 Retreat during the financial year ending 30 
June 2018, and that this ‘double-up’ is unlikely to occur in future financial years.  Eugene 
also raised the lack of expenditure on donations, scholarships and sponsorships in the 
financial year ended 30 June 2018. It was confirmed that FLPA remains committed to 
such expenditure and considers each proposal for donation, sponsorship and 
scholarships as and when received. 
 
Justice Forrest tabled, and spoke to, the Final Report dated 21 August 2018 as to the 
National Online Survey about Children’s Experiences of Parental Separation undertaken 
by Kids Helpline and the University of Sydney.  FLPA had previously assisted with a 
donation to assist in partially funding the necessary research, with the Family Law 
Practitioners Association of Western Australia making an equivalent donation.  

  
7. Close of meeting – 6.05pm  
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President’s Report 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
7 November 2018 
 

 
The Board – 2017/2018 

 
Our board comprised the following for 2017/2018:  

 
President:     Fiona Caulley 

Vice President:    James Steel 
Secretary:    Dan Bottrell 

Treasurer:    Peter Haley 
 

Board Members   Rebecca Harding 
Joseph Box 

Shannon Daykin 
Clare Dart 

Fraser Murray 
Lisa Foley  

 

Regional:     Kate Pateman 
Nardine Collier 

 
Early Career:     Kate Buckley 

 
Immediate Past President:   Clarissa Rayward 

 
Various subcommittees which handle the operation of FLPA as follows:-  

 

Retreat papers:   Fiona, James, Dan, Joe, Clare, Rebecca, Shannon 

(along, with Tedd Jordan and Tom Fitzgerald) 
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Retreat planning:      Fiona, James and Dan  

 
Social:       Shannon, Fraser and James 

 
Court Services:      Lisa, Kate Buckley 

 
Professional Development:   Clare, Rebecca, Shannon, Lisa 

 
Pro-Bono Mediation Project:    Clare, Fraser  

 
Marketing, media and sponsorship:   Fiona, Dan, Kate Buckley 

 
Submissions :      Fiona, James, Dan, Rebecca, Clare 

 
Early Career Lawyers:     Kate B, Fraser  

 
Regional:       Kate Pateman and Nardine (North), Fraser (North  

Coast), Dan (Gold Coast), Rebecca (Toowoomba)   
  

Acknowledgements 

 
There is so much that happens behind the scenes make FLPA tick along for its members, including 
organising events, fielding enquiries from various stakeholders and the public & preparing interesting 

information and newsletters.  Over the past eight years there has been an increase of over 325 
members. With that increase, so too, have the responsibilities of the board managing the operations 

behind the scenes.  
 

A big thank you to all the Board, who have donated their time and worked tirelessly throughout 
2017/2018 to deliver an array of professional development, social and other events for members – the 

most held any year so far.    
 

A special thank you to:-  
 

• Immediate Past President, Clarissa Rayward, whose role on the Board ends tonight after many 
years. She has brought innovation, enthusiasm and inspiration and her presence will be missed. 
Thank you, Clarissa, for your considerable contribution to FLPA.  
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• Board Member, Fraser Murray, who decided not to renominate having made his home on the 

Sunshine Coast.  Thank you for your considerable efforts over recent years, particularly in 
organising the mediation pilot.   

 

• Nardine Collier, our Regional Board Member based in Cairns, who did not renominate this year.  

 

• Vice President, James Steel and secretary, Dan Bottrell.  In taking on roles in the executive, 
they have donated considerable time, efforts and expertise throughout the year and will 

continue to do so in their new roles.  
 

FLPA’s work isn’t possible without the significant administrative support of our Secretariat, Office 
Logistics. Thank you, Donna and Verity, for the many hours of your time to FLPA’s smooth operation.  

 
I also extend my warm thanks to Caroline Thurlow of Altitude Public Relations. Caroline provides 

significant assistance to support to the Board to produce the Roundtable newsletters, other 
communication with members and marketing assistance.  She is instrumental to organisation of 

webinars to offer greater flexibility to members to be able to attend.  
 

Thank you to all members of our organisation, family law professionals and members of the judiciary 
that over the past year have given up their valuable time to provide their input, advice, present papers, 
and support the various FLPA activities.  

 

Membership 

 

As at 6 November 2018 there are 883 members for 2018-19 – comprising of 787 renewing members, 
57 new members (16 of them are new student members) and 39 honorary members. 
 

The members (excl. honorary) comprise: 
 

Academics: 3 
Accountants: 20 

Arbitrators: 18 
Barristers: 87 

Counsellors: 10 
Court Employees: 2  

Family Report Writers: 14 
Financial Advisors: 7 

Judge (Retired): 1 
Law Graduates: 15 
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Mediators: 82 

Other: 15 
Paralegals: 3 

Psychiatrists: 1 
Psychologists: 7 

Social Workers: 16 
Solicitors: 632 

Students: 37 
 
Please note that the database allows members to choose more than one profession. 

 
Regions: (excluding honorary members) 

 
Brisbane City: 313 

Brisbane Suburbs: 196 
Cairns Area: 34 

Central Queensland: 34 
Gold Coast area: 97 

Ipswich area: 17 
Northern Rivers: 5 

Northern Territory: 0 
Other: 17 

Sunshine Coast area: 54 
Toowoomba area: 40 
Townsville area: 25 

 
It should be noted that this data comes from our database where members are able to choose more 

than one area.  
 

Notable Professional Development Activities and Events 

 

Over the past year there have been over 17 Twilights, seminars, and networking events which FLPA 
has organised and held.  A list of the events is attached to this Report.  

 
I will briefly share some of the highlights below.   

 
Professional development and the launch of the FLPA Retreat  
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This year, the professional development committee have done an impeccable job in arranging the most 

Twilight seminars and webinars offered to members than previously, which included an extended 
interactive and Practical Twilight on cross examination in June 2018.  Education of members continues 

to be an important role for FLPA.  Shannon Daykin and Lisa Foley have demonstrated their leadership 
planning and running the Twilight program.   Thank you to all of our speakers who have taken time to 

present papers at evening and lunch time webinar events.  
 

In addition to the Twilight program, in February 2018 FLPA in the Tropics was held in Cairns, along with 
various other Twilights in Rockhampton and Townsville.    
 

There have been several events targeted to young practitioners, including the Resilience and Wine 
Tasting Night in February 2018 and  “Confidence in the Courtroom”, FLPA’s first collaboration with 

Queensland Young Lawyers. This was a practical advocacy workshop at the Family Court in July 2018, 
which was a fabulous success.  Thank you to Kate Buckley, Phillip Ridgway and the QYL Executive – 

along with the judiciary, barristers and solicitors for dedicating their time to this event.  
 

The most significant milestone was launching and holding the inaugural Family Law Retreat in May 
2018.  The Retreat was part of the evolution of FLPA’s professional development program which again 

saw FLPA holding its own flagship event.  It was sold out and the overwhelming feedback from 
delegates indicated it was a great success. Thank you to all the sponsors and exhibitors. FLPA looks 

forward to continuing these strong and valued relationships moving forward.  
 

Planning is now well underway for the next Retreat, to be held at Peppers Noosa on 14 and 15 June 
2019.  I am excited to see how the Retreat continues to evolve in the years to come – as it will no doubt 
be one of the highlights in member’s professional development calendars and be an opportunity to 

connect with and get to know our colleagues.  
 

Thank you to the Papers Committee, along with members, Tedd Jordan and Tom Fitz Gerald, who 
assist to design the inaugural program.  

 
Roslyn O’Connor and Brodi Rose Newsome of Iceberg Events were instrumental to FLPA organising a 

successful retreat and we thank them for their efforts and look forward to working with them again in the 
coming year. 

 
Consultation with Family Law Section of Law Council, ALRC and other stakeholders  

 
This year we continue to see family law in the spotlight, including in the media. There is increasing 
commentary about the way we do our work as family law professionals.  There are significant changes 

proposed by the ALRC and the legislature, to the system in which we do it.   
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FLPA has played an important role in consultation, keeping members informed of the proposed 

changes and considering submissions this year.  With all that has gone on this year, as a volunteer 
organisation FLPA’s resources have been stretched to their limits. We continue to encourage members 

to get involved and provide their input and feedback about these important issues when calls are made.  
Thank you to the members who have taken the time to do so throughout the year.  

FLPA has and will continued to be involved in consultations, including the ALRC review and with the 
forums held by Family Law Section of the Law Council of Australia and various other stakeholders.   

Much work has already been done. Currently the submissions subcommittee are in the process of 
finalising a response to the ALRC to the recent Discussion Paper and to the proposed legislation.  
 

I would like to make special mention of the assistance of the Honourable Michelle May QC who has 
donated her time to consulted with FLPA on these submissions and offer FLPA the benefit of her 

considerable expertise to the Board when considering FLPA’s responses.  
 

As we are in a period of great change, a number of submissions have been made to Government on 
developments and changes to Family Law and the ALRC review as they have been relevant to 

members and we have continued to advocate for better resourcing for the family courts. Again, whilst 
as in past years these requests may seem to fall on deaf ears, this has and will continue to be an 

important roll for FLPA.  
 

Pro Bono Mediation Pilot  
 

We have again provided assistance to the Federal Circuit Court in Brisbane via the pro bono mediation 
pilot. FLPA have each volunteered for at least one day to offer mediation to families in the Court 
process at the trial call over stage.  This year FLPA assisted on 21 callover days, settling 48 matters 

with an overall success rate of 62.5%, The project has continued to be a great success yet gain with 
feedback from volunteers, participants and the Court being overwhelmingly positive.  

 

Welcome to the New President and Board 

 
I am pleased to be handing the leadership of this organisation to longstanding board members, James 

Steel and Dan Bottrell.    
 

As I come to the end of these two years as President, there are parts of the role that I will greatly miss, 
as many of you know, I love organising an event or two, but I do know that James, Dan and the rest of 

the Board that is to be announced tonight, will continue to work tirelessly to support FLPA members 
around Queensland and continually evolve this organisation. I am confident the Retreat will continue to 

be events not to be missed by our members in years to come.  
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Thank you for the opportunity to lead FLPA over the past two years.  It is a privilege to have held the 

position of President of FLPA. I consider that number of nominations we received for the most recent 
election is a sign of the high regard that FLPA is held in our professional community. It is wonderful to 

see members, including early career members interested in being involved, being of service and 
making a difference and this can only mean great things for FLPA moving forward.    

 
Over 42% of members participated in the recent elections. This level of engagement and commitment 

by members is second to none.  Like last year, voting was be online. This has been a fabulous 
improvement making it easier both members to participate.  
 

When reflecting on my conversations with members, with the judiciary and our colleagues interstate, I it 
is apparent that FLPA, Qld is an organisation that is unique.  No other family law association exists that 

is so engaged and we should be thankful to those before us who all those years ago put in place the 
building blocks to enable us to be a part of this great organisation and the many board members and 

members along the way who have contributed to its development and growth.  
 
Announcement of Board for 2018/2019 

 

Experience along with some fresh faces is key to FLPA’s continued evolution.  
 

I am pleased to announce that the board elected for 2018/2019 is:  
 

Positions which were unopposed were:-  
 

President:   James Steel 
Vice President:   Dan Bottrell 

Secretary:   Rebecca Horsley 
 

As a result of the recent elections:-  
 
Board Members: Clare Dart 

Joseph Box 
Lisa Foley 

Shannon Daykin 
Kate Buckley 

Dearne Firth 
 

Early Career Member:   Skye Trevanion   
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Regional Members:                  Kate Pateman  

Amalie Grima   
 

Immediate Past President:  Fiona Caulley 
 

 
Fresh ideas and faces are integral to FLPA’s continued evolution, and as a result of the election, I am 

pleased to welcome to the board, three new members, Dearne, Skye and Amalie.  
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FLPA List of Events - 2017/2018  
 

03/11/17 – Domestic Violence Training Afternoon 

 

18/11/18 – FLPA in the Tropics – Latest learning in Cairns 

 

30/11/17 – FLPA Christmas Cocktail Celebration for 2017 

 

28/02/18 – FLPA Early Careers Function – Resilience and Wine Tasting  

 

01/03/18 – Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Child Support Applications in the Courts 

 

16/04/18 – FCC Judge Egan Function 

 

03/05/18 – Lunchtime Webinar – What clients don’t know and should – Property 

settlements and a financial planner’s perspective 

 

11-12/05/18 – Family Law Retreat 2018 – 2 day event  

 

21/06/18 – Cross-Examination Twilight  

 

22/06/18 – Twilight Seminar in Rockhampton 

 

27/07/18 – QYL and FLPA Confidence in the Courtroom Full Day Workshop  

 

09/08/18 – Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Business Valuations 

 

13/09/18 – Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Untangling technical tax law 

 

08/11/18 – Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Forum-related issues in Children and Property 

Cases 

 

15/11/18 – Twilight Seminar/Webinar in Townsville – An evening with Judge Middleton 

 
 






























