
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Board of Directors 
 

Family Law Practitioners Association of Queensland Limited 
 
 
Held at 5.30pm on Wednesday, 4 November 2020 
 
Grant Thornton Accountants, Level 18, 145 Ann Street, Brisbane  
 
 
1. Attendances & Apologies 

 
Attendances:  James Steel, Dan Bottrell, Joseph Box, Rebecca Horsley, Clare Dart, 
Matthew Doyle, Matt Taylor, Marie Dore, Shannon Daykin, Dearne Firth, Stephanie 
Wilkinson  
 
By telephone link: Jennifer Hamilton, Diane Ruhl, Dearne Firth, Bruce Doyle, Ian Field 
 
Apologies: Fiona Caulley, Nichola Di Muzio, Ashleigh Price 
 

2. Minutes of Previous AGM  
 
Minutes moved by James Steel and seconded by Clare Dart. 
 

3. Business Arising from Previous Annual General Meeting 
 
There was no business arising from the previous AGM. 
 

4. President’s Report – see attached  
 

5. New Board: 
 
President:           Dan Bottrell 
 
Vice-President:   Rebecca Horsley  
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary:            Shannon Daykin 
 
Treasurer:            Joseph Box 
 
Regional members:        Jennifer Hamilton 
    Diane Ruhl 
 
Early Career member:    Matthew Doyle 

 
General Board Members:         Clare Dart 
                           Marie Dore 
                           Lisa Foley 
                      Dearne Firth 
    Matt Taylor 
    Stephanie Wilkinson 
 
Immediate Past President: James Steel 

 
6. Treasurer’s Report – see attached  
 

Joseph confirmed that the Income Tax Return had been prepared and will be lodged. 
He specifically noted, when undertaking a comparison of profits for the 2019 and the 
2020 year, that our income was adversely impacted by the decision not to charge 
membership fees to existing members in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
7. General business 

 
No matters of general business were raised.  

  
8. Close of meeting   
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President’s Report - Annual General Meeting - 4 November 2020 
 
The Board 
 
I would like to acknowledge the hard work done by the Board for the 2019/2020 year. 
The Board consisted of:- 
 

President: James Steel 

Vice President: Dan Bottrell 

Secretary: Rebecca Horsley  

Treasurer: Joseph Box   

Board Members: Clare Dart 

 Ian Field 

 Lisa Foley 

 Shannon Daykin 

 Stephanie Wilkinson 

 Dearne Firth 

Regional Members: Jennifer Hamilton   

 Amalie Grima 

Early Career: Matthew Doyle  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Fiona Caulley   

 
I would also like to acknowledge the work done by the Board in relation to the following 
subcommittees:- 
 

Court Services Clare, Matthew, Ian  

Early Career Lawyers Lisa, Matthew, Shannon  
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Marketing, media and 
sponsorship  

Dan, Dearne, Fiona 

Pro-Bono Mediation 
Project 

Clare 

Professional 
Development 

Lisa, Clare, Matthew, Dearne, Shannon, Joseph  

Regional Shannon, Ian, Amalie  

Retreat Planning  Dan, Amalie, James 

Retreat Papers James, Dan, Clare, Fiona  

Social Matthew, Dearne, Shannon, Joseph  

Submissions Dan, Clare, Dearne 

 
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate the newly elected Board for the 2020/2021 
year. The Board will consist of the following:- 
 

President: Daniel Bottrell 

Vice President: Rebecca Horsley  

Secretary: Shannon Daykin  

Treasurer: Joseph Box    

Board Members: Clare Dart 

 Dearne Firth 

 Lisa Foley 

 Matthew Taylor 

 Stephanie Wilkinson  

 Marie Dore  

Regional Members: Jennifer Hamilton 

 Diane Ruhl 

Early Career: Matthew Doyle 

Immediate Past 
President: 

James Steel  
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I would like to welcome the new Board Members, Diane Ruhl, Matt Taylor and Marie 
Dore.  
 
I would like to thank sincerely those Board Members who are leaving us this year, Ian 
Field, Amalie Grima and Fiona Caulley, for their contribution to FLPA.  You will all be 
missed.  
 
Amalie’s contribution to FLPA in addressing the needs of regional members, particularly 
in the Cairns area, is much appreciated. I would specifically like to acknowledge Amalie’s 
hard work in preparing and hosting the FLPA in the Tropics conference on 1 November 
2019. It was great to see the thriving family law community of North Queensland come 
together for that conference in sunny and warm Cairns.  
 
Ian’s insights as an Independent Children’s Lawyer were invaluable to the Board, and, 
his contribution is noted and greatly appreciated.   
 
Finally, I would once again like to acknowledge the stellar contribution made to FLPA by 
Fiona, our Immediate Past President, who is retiring from the Board this year. Under 
Fiona’s leadership, FLPA hosted for the first time in many years a stand-alone FLPA 
conference in 2018, being the inaugural FLPA Retreat at Noosa.  The Retreat was a 
great success, largely due to Fiona’s hard work.  
 
In relation to the elections, I would like to thank all members who nominated for election 
this year who were unsuccessful. These include Luke Cudmore, Michael Robson, 
Stacey Ward, Jill Johnstone, Ashleigh Price, Nichola Di Muzio, Kate Alroe, Anna 
Bertone, Vanessa Hernandez and Andrew Morrison.  It was very pleasing to see that so 
many of our members were keen to nominate for the Board this year.  Having an involved 
and active membership ensures that FLPA continues to grow and develop in a positive 
and dynamic fashion. 
 
Membership 
 
As at 2 November 2020 there are 1,169 members for the 2020/2021 year – comprising 
of 888 renewing individual members, 146 new individual members, 105 new student 
members and 30 honorary members. It is so pleasing to see the membership of FLPA 
continue to grow each year.   
 
The members (excl. honorary) comprise: 
Academics: 7 
Accountants: 18 
Arbitrators: 28 
Barristers: 120 
Counsellors: 11 
Court Employees: 4 
Family Report Writer: 27 
Financial Advisors: 91 
Judge (Retired):1 
Law Graduates: 37 
Mediators: 112 
Other: 41 
Paralegals: 17 
Psychiatrists: 1 
Psychologists: 11 
Social Workers: 19 
Solicitors: 793 
Students: 108 
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Please note that the database allows members to choose more than one profession. 
 
Regions: (excluding honorary members) 
Brisbane City: 391 
Brisbane Suburbs: 272 
Cairns Area: 40 
Central Queensland: 35 
Gold Coast area: 142 
Ipswich area: 28  
Northern Rivers: 9 
Northern Territory: 0 
Other: 35 
Sunshine Coast area: 75 
Toowoomba area: 49 
Townsville area: 52 
 
FLPA members that have passed  
 
On a sadder note, I also want to acknowledge the passing of the following FLPA 
members, colleagues and friends in 2020:- 
 

• The Honourable Stuart Fowler AM;  

• The Honourable Stephen Thackray;  

• The Honourable William (Bill) Simpson; and  

• Judge Guy Andrew;  

• Daniel Coates of Parry Coates Lawyers; and  

• Kyle Te Maro, Family Court of Australia and Federal Circuit Court of Australia.   

To say that FLPA members have been affected by the above passings is an 
understatement and condolences remain with the family, colleagues and friends of those 
mentioned above.  Together we have continued on and I look forward to the opportunity, 
once Covid-19 restrictions ease, to coming together with as many members as possible 
to celebrate our aspirations for the future.  
 
Acknowledgments 
 
The FLPA Board was once again greatly supported by many organisations throughout 
the course of the year to undertake its duties. Special thanks goes to Donna and Verity 
at Office Logistics, Jodie and her team at Iceberg Events and Caroline at Altitude 
Relations. The FLPA Board would not run as smoothly as it does without the expertise 
of these organisations and these friendly, efficient and intelligent people.      
 
I would like to acknowledge the assistance FLPA has received from both the Family 
Court of Australia and the Federal Circuit Court of Australia throughout the year. 
Particularly, I would like to acknowledge the work undertaken by Justice Baumann of the 
Family Court and Judge Middleton of the Federal Circuit Court, who have conducted 
regular stakeholder meetings in their respective Courts, which has allowed open 
communication between the Courts and the family law community. Their Honours have 
also been receptive and responsive to members’ queries when raised by FLPA.  
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I would also like to acknowledge Chief Justice Alstergren of the Family Court of Australia 
and Federal Circuit Court of Australia for his leadership during the Covid-19 pandemic 
and his clear and respectful communications with the profession throughout the year.  
 
I would like to thank all organisations and individuals who have sponsored FLPA in any 
format this year. That ongoing support is much appreciated and allows FLPA to continue 
to expand its offering to members.  
 
I would like to thank any members, including those of the judiciary, who have provided 
assistance to FLPA throughout the course of the year by presenting at seminars and/or 
webinars. The FLPA Board should be very proud of the education offering it was able to 
provide this year, despite the obvious obstacles to doing so stemming from Covid-19. 
 
Finally, I would like to especially acknowledge the support FLPA has received in this 
year from Ann-Maree David and The College of Law.  FLPA continues to enjoy a close 
and friendly relationship with The College of Law and The College of Law’s ongoing 
support of FLPA is much appreciated.  
 
Notable Events in 2020  
 
COVID19 Pandemic  
 
For many of us, 2020 has been the year that was not. We, as Queenslanders, have been 
very fortunate for the most part to have escaped the worst of the pandemic.  The FLPA 
Board acknowledges the plight of our colleagues in Victoria who have endured what 
must have been a very difficult year.  
 
Much of the Board’s time this year has been devoted to disseminating information to 
members with regard to the Covid-19 pandemic and how the pandemic interrupted the 
regular operation of the Family Court of Australia, Federal Circuit Court of Australia and 
various other Courts around the country.  
 
At some stages during the course of the year, the communications with regard to the 
pandemic were almost daily and it is hoped that members found the communication of 
assistance, whilst I appreciate at times it may have been somewhat overwhelming.  
 
Apart from offering free membership to current members, FLPA continued to ensure that 
members felt connected by offering online legal education and by assisting those 
members who might feel isolated by putting them into contact with other members, via 
the FLPA List initiative.     
 
The inaugural 2020 FLPA and College of Law Practical Legal Training Student 
Scholarship 
 
FLPA, in partnership with The College of Law, has announced final year Griffith 
University law student, Tegan Doherty, as the inaugural winner of the scholarship for 
young family lawyers and law graduates for 2020 – the FLPA and College of Law 
Practical Legal Training Student Scholarship. 

The FLPA Board is very proud of this offering that allows a promising law student the 
opportunity to receive:- 

• Complimentary registration at The College of Law’s Practical Legal Training 
Course (valued at approximately $10,000);  

• $1,000 cash prize; and  
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• Placement with a FLPA member for mentoring throughout the Practical Legal 
Training Course.   

FLPA and the College of Law were very pleased with the high standard and the number 
of applications for this new scholarship. We look forward to continuing this partnership 
and being able to provide this opportunity for the next generation of family lawyers. 
 
I would once again like to acknowledge Fiona Caulley and Ann-Maree David who were 
the masterminds behind the scholarship for their hard work in creating this opportunity.  
 
Continuing Legal Education  
 
Attached is a calendar of FLPA events for the last 12 months since the 2019 AGM.  
 
FLPA has hosted ten separate events over the past 12 months, which is an impressive 
number of events for any organisation, especially taking into the fact that Covid-19 has 
seriously hampered the capacity of people to meet together in person and also travel 
intrastate and interstate.  
 
It was with great disappointment that the FLPA Board was forced to cancel the 2020 
Retreat at Noosa. By making the decision at an early stage, however, it was possible to 
limit the loss occasioned by the cancellation of the Conference and also transfer moneys 
expended in relation to the Conference to 2021, when it is hoped FLPA will be in a 
position to host a Retreat at Noosa once again.  
 
I know many Board members are looking forward to meeting with members in person 
tomorrow for what should be a very hands on and insightful training programme and a 
well-earned social catch up to round out the year at the FLPA Extended Twilight Seminar 
“Advocacy in the Courtroom”. 
 
Representation of the Legal Profession 
 
FLPA has continued to advocate on behalf of members in making submissions to various 
enquiries into the family law system throughout the last year, including: 
 

• The Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee regarding the Federal 
Circuit and Family Court of Australia Bill 2019 and Federal Circuit and Family 
Court of Australia (Consequential Amendments and Transitional Provisions) Bill 
2019; and  

• The Joint Select Committee on Australia’s Family Law System, which included 
two separate submissions and an appearance before the Committee on 10 
March 2020.  

FLPA also continues to be actively involved in advancing the interests of members in 
communicating on a regular basis with the Family Court of Australia and the Federal 
Circuit Court of Australia, The Family Law Section, Queensland Law Society, The 
College of Law, Women’s Legal Service, Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
and Legal Aid Queensland.  
 
Appointments  
 
FLPA congratulated new appointments to the Brisbane registry of the Family Court of 
Australia and Federal Circuit Court of Australia this year, including past FLPA Vice-
President Anne-Marie Rice who was appointed as Senior Registrar. In addition to 
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Registrar Rice's appointment, Gerardine Hibberd, Myles Walker and Samuel Gray were 
appointed as Registrars. 
 
Recipients of Awards in 2020 
 
I would like to congratulate all those people who have received FLPA sponsored awards 
throughout the course of the year. These include:- 
 

• QUT – Federal Magistrate Keith Slack Memorial Prize – Peter Greig; 

• UQ – Andrea Bowler Prize in Family Law – Holly Brown; 

• Bond University – The Rick Jones Memorial Award for Family Law – Olivia 
English and Xiaolan (Lisa) Zhang; and  

• JCU - Susan Thomson Memorial Prize in Family Law – Chelsea Ellis. 

In the coming days, the FLPA Board is excited to announce the winner of the 2020 Travis 
Lindenmayer Award.     
 
2019/2020 Financials 
 
I refer members to Treasurer, Joseph Box’s report for the financial year ending 
2019/2020 which is tabled, together with this report for the AGM. 
 
It is appropriate to acknowledge that FLPA made a net profit for the 2019/2020 financial 
year of $29,909 and held net current assets of $364,452 as at 30 June 2020.  
 
This strong financial position enabled the Board to make the extraordinary decision in 
the 2020/2021 financial year, to allow current members free membership for the year 
and to allow new members half price membership for the year.  
 
The FLPA Board acknowledged the position that many members found themselves in 
with regard to the Covid-19 pandemic and made the decision to assist members by 
offering free membership for the year.  
 
Farewell  
 
I would again like to take this opportunity to thank members for giving me the great 
privilege of serving as FLPA President for the past two years. I genuinely believe that 
our organisation is one that we should all be proud. FLPA is the envy of the other states 
and territories around the country.  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting with and talking with so many of you over the last 
couple of years, whilst in this role. I hope to continue to meet and chat with many of you 
going forward.   
 
We, the FLPA community, continue: 
 

• To have a respectful and productive relationship with our colleagues, including 
the Courts in which we work;   

• To be the voice of knowledge in relation to debates in the wider community with 
regard to the family law system; 

• To educate one another through our continuing legal education programme; and  
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• To have fun with one another in a social setting.  

These are the attributes that I consider make FLPA great and I am sure they will continue 
to do so into the future. 
 
All the best for a cracking 2021!  
 
 

 
James Hogan Steel 
FLPA President   
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FLPA Events 2019/2020 

 
• Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Discrete Property List implementation – 21 Nov 2019 

• FLPA Christmas Party – 28 Nov 2019 

• Lunchtime Webinar – Small Property Pool Cases Pilot – 12 Feb 2020 

• Twilight Webinar – Social Media Safety & s121 – 12 May 2020 

• Twilight Webinar – Property Settlement & Tax – 18 Jun 2020 

• Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Daiquiris and Drafting – FLPA Early Careers 2020 
series – 25 Jun 2020 

• Lunchtime Webinar – Mediating in a pandemic – 23 July 2020 

• Twilight Webinar – Financial Statements – FLPA Early Careers 2020 series – 27 
Aug 2020 

• Twilight Webinar – Parental Alienation – 24 Sep 2020 

• Extended Twilight Seminar/Webinar – Advocacy in the Courtroom – 5 Nov 2020 














