
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Board of Directors Family Law Practitioners 
Association of Queensland Limited 
 
Held at 5.30pm on Wednesday, 8 November 2017 at Grant Thornton, Level 18, 145 
Ann Street, Brisbane  
 
 
1. Attendances & Apologies 

 
Attendances: Fiona Caulley, James Steel, Dan Bottrell, Peter Haley, Shannon Daykin, 
Clare Dart, Kate Pateman (telephone), Fraser Murray, Kate Buckley, Joe Box, Clarissa 
Rayward, Caroline Thurlow (Altitude PR), Matt Foley 
 
Apologies: Rebecca Horsley, Naomi Lewis, Bruce Doyle, Tedd Jordan, Gary 
Fleetwood, Ann Maree David 

 
2. Minutes of Previous AGM  

 
Minutes moved by Clare Dart and seconded by Joe Box. 
 

3. New Board: 
 

President:           Fiona Caulley 
 
Vice-President:   James Steel  
 
Secretary:           Dan Bottrell 
 
Treasurer:           Peter Haley 
 
Country members:       Nardine Collier 
                                     Kate Pateman 
 
Early Career member:   Kate Buckley 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Board Members: Joe Box 
                           Clare Dart 
                           Shannon Daykin 
                           Lisa Foley 
                           Rebecca Horsley 
                           Fraser Murray 
 

4. President’s Report – see attached  
 
5. Treasurers Report – see attached  
 
6. Closing of meeting – 6.00pm  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

8 NOVEMBER 2017 

 

The Board 

 

Our Board comprised the following for 2016/2017- 

 

President:   Fiona Caulley 

Vice President:   James Steel 

Secretary:   Dan Bottrell  

Treasurer:   Peter Haley 

Board Members:  Rebecca Horsley  

    Joseph Box 

    Shannon Daykin 

    Lisa Foley  

Fraser Murray  

Clare Dart  

Regional Members:  Paula Phelan 

    Kate Pateman  

Early Career Member:  Naomi Lewis  

 

Immediate Past President: Clarissa Rayward  

 

The following sub-committees were formed: 

 

1. Sub-committee selection 

(a) Residential: 

Fiona 
Dan 
Clare/Rebecca 
Naomi  

 
(b) Regional: 
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Dan 
Fraser 
Paula 
Kate 
 

(c) Social: 

James  
Joe  
Naomi  
Shannon 
 

(d) Court services: 

Lisa  
Naomi  
 

(e) Professional Development: 

Rebecca 
Fiona 
Sarah 
Shannon 
 

(f) Marketing, media & sponsorships: 

Clarissa 
James 
 

(g) Submissions: 

Dan 
Rebecca 
Clare 

 

(h) Early career lawyers:  

Sarah 
Shannon 
Rebecca  
Fraser 

 
(i) Pro Bono Mediation Pilot 

Clarissa 
Clare 
Fraser 

 

Acknowledgments 

Thank: 

The Vice President, James Steel, our secretary, Dan Bottrell, our Treasurer, Peter Haley and the 

members of our Board-  

Rebecca Horsley 

    Joseph Box 

    Dan Bottrell 
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    Shannon Daykin 

    Lisa Foley 

    Fraser Murray 

    Clare Dart 

Naomi Lewis  

Paula Phelan 

    Kate Pateman 

 

I would also like to extend my warm thanks to Caroline Thurlow of Altitude Public Relations.  

Caroline provides significant administrative assistance and marketing advice to the Board- 

organising newsletters, communications with members and providing support at our events. 

 

Further, I would like to note and thank the extensive administration support we are offered from 

Donna Bennett & Stephanie Hodgson from Office Logistics. 

 

I also wish to personally thank members of our organisation, family law professionals and 

members of the Judiciary that over the past year have given up their valuable time to present 

papers, provide input and support to the various activities of our organisation.     

 

It is a privilege to hold the position of President of this organisation. I consider that the number 

of nominations we received for the most recent election is a sign of the high regard that FLPA 

is held in our professional community and the desire of many to be involved in its operation is 

a wonderful thing for the future of our organisation.  This year and a change to the constitution 

being passed at last year’s AGM, we have moved to electronic voting for the first time in FLPA 

history.  This significantly streamlined the process and over time, I expect it will lead to increased 

engagement by our members in the elections.  This year approximately 35% of members 

participated in the voting.  A special thank you to James Steel and Dan Bottrell who have led 

the charge in the move to electronic voting.  

 

In reviewing our records over the past year, there were an extended list of activities, 

conferences, projects, events, submissions and speeches that the FLPA board and our 

members have undertaken in the past year.  Tonight, I am sharing those that I consider to be 

the highlights.  

 

Membership 

As at 6 November 2017 there are 893 members for 2017-18 – comprising of 733 renewing 

members, 122 new members (24 of them are new student members) and 38 honorary 

members. 
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The members (excl. honorary) comprise: 

Academics: 6 

Accountants: 18 

Arbitrators: 18 

Barristers: 91 

Counsellors: 11 

Court Employees: 1 

Family Report Writers: 13 

Financial Advisors: 5 

Judge (Retired): 1 

Law Graduates: 1 

Mediators: 74 

Other: 13 

Paralegals: 5 

Psychiatrists: 1 

Psychologists: 6 

Social Workers: 23 

Solicitors: 638 

Students: 41 

Please note that the database allows members to choose more than one profession. 

Regions: (excluding honorary members) 

Brisbane City: 314 

Brisbane Suburbs: 209 

Cairns Area: 33 

Central Queensland: 31 

Gold Coast area: 95 

Ipswich area: 16 

Northern Rivers: 9 

Northern Territory: 0 

Other: 22 

Sunshine Coast area: 58 
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Toowoomba area: 41 

Townsville area: 27 

This represents an increase in membership over the last year, which has been a consistent 
trend over the past 7 years. In 2010 there were 558 members of our organisation, which has 
now almost doubled.  

 

Notable Professional Development Activities & Events 

 

• Twilight seminars have again been a valuable source of professional development for 

our members and I would like to thank all who have taken the time to prepare papers 

and present both at our evening events and for our lunch time webinar series.   

 

• Gold Sponsor of both the Central Qld Law Association Conference in October 2016 in 

Rockhampton. 

 

• In late November 2016 our annual ‘FLPA in the Tropics’ event in Townsville, with a similar 

event being in two weekends time in Cairns.  

 

• June also saw FLPA launch a new professional development and networking initiative 

specifically for early career lawyers when FLPA held its first Early Career Lawyer and 

Seasoned Practitioner Workshop and Wine Tasting to bring together early career 

practitioners and those of our more experienced members.  The event, sponsored by 

the College of Law, included concurrent seminars to care for the diverse experiences 

and a panel discussion.  I would like to thank Ann Maree David of the College of Law 

for their sponsorship and support of this event.  

 

• The major event in the FLPA professional development calendar this year, the Family 

Law Residential. We have continued to receive overwhelmingly positive feedback for 

the event this year, particular thanks to Dan Bottrell, Clare, Bec and to members, Tedd 

Jordan and Tom Fitzgerald, who assisted in the organisation, along with the working 

group.  

 

• This event has been consistently well attended and our focus on celebrating the 

members of our profession. FLPA Professional development including the Residential for 

many of us is a highlight of our annual professional calendar of course for the learning 

but perhaps more so for the opportunity to connect with friends and colleagues.     

 
• In July 2017 FLPA hosted a cocktail party to celebrate the Honourable Michelle May 

AM, upon her retirement from the Family Court.  
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• In September 2017 the Board and I were very excited to we announced FLPA’s new 

Flagship event – the inaugural Family Law Retreat – to be held in Noosa on 11 – 12 May 

2018. This marks a new and exciting chapter in FLPA history.    

 
• As an Association run by family law professionals, FLPA will develop and host this new, 

bespoke conference for family law professionals.  

 
• The Family Law Retreat will replace the Family Law Residential moving forward and 

brings to an end our long partnership with the QLS hosting that event.  This is a decision 

which the Board has made following much consideration, consultation with some of 

the more recent Past Presidents of FLPA and the professional development landscape 

in 2018, with the FLS National Conference to be hosted in Brisbane.  

 
• With starting a new chapter in FLPA history, we won’t be using the old name, 

Residential, and the Board has chosen a name fitting for a professional development 

conference, the new venue, and the collegial, friendly and relaxed spirt which remains 

firmly a part of the FLPA tradition.  

 

• As FLPA commences this new journey, I would like to thank the QLS, particularly the 

events team led by Jae Spann, for their collegiality and co-operation over the many 

years of co-hosting the Family Law Residential.  The Board looks forward to continuing 

the professional and supportive relationship with QLS, particularly the newly founded 

Family Law Policy Committee, chaired by Kathy Atkins, as to advocacy and practical 

issues relevant to our members.  

• In November we hosted a half day Domestic Violence Workshop and networking 

drinks, attended by over 70 of our members.  

 
• Feedback being received from Judge Cole following the financial support provided to 

a research project being conducted by the Kids Helpline in conjunction with the Family 

Court of Australia to better understand the experience of children during separation 

and divorce. 

 

• Pro Bono Mediation Pilot- in 2017 we have again provided assistance to the Federal 

Circuit Court in Brisbane running on three separate occasions the Pro Bono Mediation 

Pilot, in conjunction with trial call overs in the dockets of Judge Lapthorn, Judge 

Spelleken and Judge Vasta.  A cohort of FLPA members each volunteered for at least 

1 day to offer mediation to families in the Court process at the Trial Call over stage.  The 

project continues to be a great success, following its introduction during Clarissa 
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Rayward’s Presidency, with feedback from volunteers, participants and the Court 

being overwhelmingly positive.   The matters referred for mediation have had 

increasing complexity, with Judges referring difficult matters in the hope they can be 

resolved.  This year saw 14 matters mediated with 6 final settlements reached on three 

separate dates.  As a result of going through this process many of the matters either 

change course by reaching interim agreement or at least significantly narrowing the 

issues and the scope of the dispute that the Court is left to deal with.  

• A number of submissions have been made to Government on developments and 

changes to law as they have been relevant to members and we have been 

particularly active in advocating for better resourcing of the Family Courts, the Family 

Violence Amendments and most recently, seeking input from members as to 

upcoming consultation with the Commission of the Australia Law Reform Commission’s 

enquiry into the Family Law system.   While this advocacy may not yield immediate 

results, this has and will continue to be an important role for our organisation. 

 

• Members of our Executive met with Commission Helen Rhoades yesterday, on 7 

November 2017 to discuss the Terms of Reference to the Australian Law Reform 

Commission Enquiry into the Family Law System.   

 

• The goal of the consultation with Stakeholders, including FLPA, is to assist Commissioner 

Rhoades to identify some of the issues that arise from the Terms of Reference. It is also 

to draw on the experience of family law practitioners in their initial research stage, as 

the ALRC start work towards an Issues Paper to be released in March 2018.   The 

invitation to consult with the Commissioner is a great opportunity for all FLPA members 

to provide input into the consultation about the future of the family law system. 

 

• In early 2018 FLPA has been invited by the Family Law Section of the Law Council of 

Australia and will attend a further meeting, for further consultation with key 

stakeholders in relation to the enquiry.  

Welcome to the new President and Board 

 

FLPA is fortunate to have an engaged and energetic team, who work tirelessly behind the 

scenes to make FLPA events the success that they are.  

 

I know that the Board that is to be announced tonight, along with the current Executive, will 

continue to work tirelessly to support Family Law professionals around our State. 
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I would like to thank you all for the opportunity to lead the organisation this year -  I am 

extremely passionate and committed to the work that FLPA does for its members and positively 

promoting the family law profession.  I look forward to continuing to engage with and listen to 

the concerns of all our members at a time when our industry is facing considerable change, 

so we can continue to be a strong and relevant organisation.  

 

I thank the many past Board members and members who have over the years contributed to 

the development and growth of FLPA.   

 

Moving forward 

 

I will remain on as President, for a one further year, along with our current executive, in positions 

which were unopposed: -  

Vice-President:    James Steel 

Secretary:           Dan Bottrell 

Treasurer:            Peter Haley 

 

Following results of the elections the committee members are:-  

Committee:         Rebecca Horsley  

     Clare Dart  

Joseph Box 

    Lisa Foley      

Fraser Murray  

Shannon Daykin  

 

Early Career Member:       Kate Buckley  

Regional Members:  Kate Pateman  

Nardine Collier   

Immediate Past President: Clarissa Rayward 

 

 

 






























