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Christmas, thank God you’re here! We are all simply 
itching for a break.

The days following the AGM on Wednesday 2 November 
2022 seemed for me, at least, to rush very quickly 
into the FLPA Retreat which kicked off at Peppers in 
Noosa on Thursday 17 November 2022. While this 
year saw us lose a keynote speaker at the last minute 
due to vertigo and nausea associated with a nasty ear 
infection – and regrettably (a touch) underfed at the 
cocktail party – we did have some highlights, hearing 
rave reviews about so many of our presentations and 
speakers: the wonder that is Dr Karl Kruszelnicki; a 
thorough exploration of complex children’s matters 
by the Honourable Justice Hogan and Margie Kruger; a 
solid reminder about the utility and underuse of s128 
certificates by Judge Tonkin; the closing ethics plenary 
featuring the Honourable Justice Carew, Karen Oakley 
and Leyton Cronk as well as an entertaining session 
from the unmatchable James Linklater-Steele. Thanks 
must go, once again, to all of our valued sponsors and 
exhibitors.

Next year will see us host the Retreat at QT on the 
Gold Coast, with in-house delights including impressive 
breakfasts at Bazaar, a fine dining Japanese restaurant 
Yamagen (offering sushi making classes and whisky 
tastings), spaQ (think massages, facials or roasting 
yourself in a steam room) and of course easy access to 
the Esplanade and walks along Main Beach. Come and 
join us - we are bringing it back to a mid-year timeslot, 
over the weekend of Thursday 8 to Saturday 10 
June 2023. We’ll let you know when registrations open 
early next year – and promise we can fit you in at the 
conference site. There won’t be a need for any waitlists 
with accommodation.

Wednesday 7 December 2022 
saw our first meeting of the new 
FLPA Board, and the formation 
of subcommittees for the year 
ahead. Our CPD and Retreat 
Papers subcommittees will be 
meeting in January and February 
to map out the calendar year of 
content, so please let one of 
us know what you’re keen to 
hear about.

Somewhat surprisingly, I have 
had more than one FLPA 
member ask me in the past 
month or so whether the FLPA 
Board roles, and particularly the executive (President, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer) roles, are paid 
positions. They’re not. What never ceases to amaze 
me, though, is the enthusiasm that many of the Board 
can muster, meeting after meeting – and some, year 
after year – despite the volunteer nature of their 
roles. We’ve got a great team, though I have to admit 
I was sad to see the departure of James Steel, having 
concluded his role as Immediate Past President, and 
our other valued members Niki Schomberg, Jenny 
Hamilton, Janelle Osborne and Laura Wainwright.

Since the last Roundtable, FLPA has hosted a number 
of CPD and social events which are mentioned in the 
articles below (including a training day for aspiring 
experts, and a Twilight covering the topic of “Dealing 
with the ongoing impact of historical violence in 
parenting matters”). 

Continued on next page>

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

https://www.auslawconcierge.com.au/
https://www.qthotels.com/gold-coast/
https://www.flpa.org.au/flpa-executive-committee/
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Once you’re back on deck in the new year, keep in mind 
the following:

• we’re having an overdue (!) celebration on Thursday 
2 February to acknowledge some of the changes 
in the Brisbane Registry of the Federal Circuit and 
Family Court of Australia (Division 2) in recent 
years: Judge Willis joined us (coming down from up 
north); Judge Firth left the bar (and the FLPA Board) 
behind her accepting an appointment; and Judge 
Cassidy has recently concluded her distinguished 
career on the bench; 

• changes are afoot in respect of the delegated 
powers of our Senior Judicial Registrars and Judicial 
Registrars; and

• with the movement of the timing for the Retreat, 
we can have a Christmas party again. 

Every President has a plan for their tenure – I’m 
finetuning mine. I will say this, I started my time on 
the FLPA Board as a regional member being a solicitor 

with three years post admission experience practising 
in Toowoomba. I’d love to see additional benefits for 
our regional members, and a broader sense of the 
collegiality which I know many members experience 
within their local centres, extending to our professional 
networks state-wide. I also want to do something 
with the very healthy balance sheet that FLPA has 
accumulated over the better part of five decades – 
I’m hopeful we can invest some of those funds, in a 
careful and considered way, back into the professional 
development of our membership base.

Have a good break. Look forward to seeing you in the 
new year.

Rebecca Horsley 
FLPA President

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT cont.

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP IS FREE 
Membership of the Family Law Practitioners Association of Queensland (FLPA) 
is FREE for full-time undergraduate students of any family law-related course or 
degree.

And don’t forget, if you are a graduating student member of FLPA who is 
intending to practise in family law, you can apply for the annual FLPA and College 
of Law PLT Scholarship this September!

WELL-REASONED
ACCOUNTING ADVICE.

Forensic requirements for matrimonial
proceedings
Taxation consulting
Legal Practice Management 

PILOTPARTNERS.COM.AU

pilotpartners.com.au
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CRICOS Provider Code 00017B  |  TEQSA Provider ID PRV12072

Gain Accreditation as an FDRP
Study a Master of Laws in Family Dispute Resolution

Find out more, visit bond.edu.au

FLPA’s AGM was held in person and via Teams at 
Grant Thornton on 2 November, and the 2023 FLPA 
Board was announced at the meeting. 

A particularly warm welcome to the new Board 
members – Hannah Daley, Amy Honan, Harry 
McDonald, and Emily Ownsworth – as well as 
returning regional member Kate Pateman. We look 
forward to a fabulous FLPA year ahead.

We’d also like to acknowledge and wholeheartedly 
thank the efforts of the outgoing President Dan 
Bottrell for his time and commitment to the Board 
over many years. Dan will remain on the Board 
as a valuable information resource in the role of 
Immediate Past President. 

We also sincerely thank outgoing Board members 
for your time and efforts during 2021-22 – Laura 
Wainwright (Early Career), Jenny Hamilton (Regional), 
Janelle Osborne (General Board) and James Steel 
(Immediate Past President).

Congratulations to the FLPA Board members for 
2022-23.

• President – Rebecca Horsley

• Vice President – Shannon Daykin

• Secretary – Lisa Foley

• Treasurer – Joseph Box

• Board – Hannah Daley, Clare Dart, Thea Davies, 
Amy Honan, Harry McDonald and Matt Taylor

• Regional Members – Diane Ruhl and Kate 
Pateman

• Early Career Member – Emily Ownsworth

• Immediate Past President – Dan Bottrell

Please click here to read the 2022 AGM Minutes, 
President's Report and Financial Statements.  

 

AGM AND NEW FLPA BOARD FOR 22/23

https://bond.edu.au/
https://membership.flpa.org.au/resources/MINUTES%20-%20FLPA%20AGM%20-%202%20November%202022.pdf
https://membership.flpa.org.au/resources/President's%20report%20-%20AGM%202022%20%20221102%20(1).pdf
https://membership.flpa.org.au/resources/FINAL%20FLPA%202022%20Financial%20Statements.pdf
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WELCOME TO NEW FLPA BOARD MEMBERS 
Want to know a little more about your newly elected FLPA Board members?

HANNAH DALEY
Hannah is a Senior Associate at Damien Greer Lawyers and an 
Accredited Family Law Specialist. 

Hannah previously worked as a Legal Associate to the Honourable 
Justice Kent in the Family Court of Australia (Appeal Division), as it then 
was, before returning to private practice in family law.  Hannah has 
been recognised by Doyle’s Guide as a Queensland Family Law Rising 
Star for 2022 and 2023. 

Hannah believes that embracing continued professional development 
opportunities and creating positive connections with members of 
the profession are vital in building competence and confidence in a 
challenging industry.  

Hannah Daley looks forward to contributing as a member of the Board 
in 2022/23 to build on the great work done by FLPA in supporting the 
professional development of its members.

AMY HONAN 
Amy joins the FLPA Board and is very much looking forward to being 
involved in developing informative professional development initiatives 
and connecting and supporting early career lawyers. She’s a huge fan of 
the FLPA Retreat and looks forward to quickly getting on with planning 
for 2023. 

Amy runs her own firm Honan Family Law. She is an Accredited 
Specialist in family law and is also trained in Collaborative Law. 

Having worked exclusively in family law since her admission in 2006, 
Amy has spent more than 10 years volunteering with Caxton Legal 
Centre. Her passion lies in working with clients to achieve successful 
outcomes through dispute resolution and mediation without resorting 
to litigation. 

Amy has also carved out a niche expertise in stepparent adoptions, 
having assisted many families with this process. 

HARRY MCDONALD
Harry has practised for more than a decade in family law and de facto 
relationships. He is a Senior Associate and an Accredited Specialist in 
family law. 

He spent the first half of his career in Sydney, and has extensive 
experience litigating a variety of difficult property settlement and 
parenting matters. 

Harry has been recognised as a Family Law Rising Star in the Doyle’s 
Guide to the Australian Legal Profession in 2019 and 2021. He is a 
trained Collaborative Law Practitioner. He has provided pro bono 
advice at Caxton Legal Centre since 2017. 

He hopes to continue the excellent work of the FLPA Board, particularly 
assisting with the CPD events, annual conference and social events.
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EMILY OWNSWORTH 
Emily joins the FLPA Board as the new Early Careers member and is keen 
to create and develop positive mentoring and guidance experiences for 
future career lawyers starting out in both large and small firms.

Emily understands that good support, guidance and mentoring can not 
only help members have meaningful careers but can also help avoid 
burnout.

Recently promoted to associate in family law at Hopgood Ganim, Emily 
considers it a privilege to assist people going through one of life’s most 
difficult events. 

Emily has been a volunteer with the Women’s Legal Service since 2019 
and the Caxton Street Legal Centre since 2020. Through Hopgood Ganim, 
Emily is also an active member of their structured pro bono scheme. 

JUDGE CASSIDY’S RECENT FAREWELL 
FUNCTION AT THE COURTS
A cocktail function to celebrate the career of Judge 
Margaret Cassidy hosted by the Honourable Chief 
Justice William Alstergren AO and the Brisbane Judges 
of the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia 
(Division 2) was well attended by FLPA members. 

Held on 16 November at the Commonwealth Law 
Courts – the first function held at the Courts since 
Justice Murphy’s retirement due to COVID restrictions 
– the function celebrated Judge Margaret Cassidy 
stepping down as a Judge of the Federal Circuit and 
Family Court of Australia (Division 2).

Judge Cassidy was a strong FLPA supporter and 
regularly spoke at professional development events, 
Twilights and Retreats. 

Appointed to the Court as a Federal Magistrate in 2007, 
Judge Cassidy spoke warmly about her 15-year career 
at the Courts and her colleagues after Justice Michael 
Baumann AM welcomed those attending. Deputy Chief 
Judge Patrizia Mercuri also spoke to sincerely thank her 
Honour and acknowledge her Honour’s contribution to 
the Court over many years. 

Prior to her appointment to the Federal Magistrates 
Court (as it was then known), Judge Cassidy was 
appointed a Queensland Magistrate in 2005 and 
practised for 10 years as a member of the Queensland 
Bar, focusing on family, criminal, anti-discrimination 
and industrial law. She studied law while lecturing in 
biochemistry at QUT and working on various medical 
research projects with the University of Queensland 
(UQ).

FLPA members celebrated the Honourable Justice Jacoba Brasch’s 
appointment to the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia 
(Division 1) at a function on 27 September 2022 on the rooftop of 
the College of Law.

FLPA member and former chamber colleague Michael Alexander 
spoke warmly on behalf of members and congratulated Justice 
Brasch. Members attending also had the opportunity to hear 
from her Honour regarding the new Critical Incident List which 
commenced on 6 June 2022. The list has been established to 
fast-track families who need to make arrangements for children 
where no parent is available as a result of death, critical injury, or 
incarceration relating to family violence.

Thank you to all of the members who attended to celebrate with 
Justice Brasch. For more information about the Critical Incident 
List, click here.

FLPA CELEBRATES JUSTICE BRASCH’S 
APPOINTMENT

Photo courtesy of Federal Circuit and Family 
Court of Australia (Division 1)

https://www.fcfcoa.gov.au/innovations/critical-incident-list
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FLPA RETREAT 
The FLPA Retreat was back in full swing this year 
with full capacity in delegate numbers, great 
weather in beautiful Noosa and a packed and very 
popular professional program. 

It was so wonderful to see a full contingent of 
colleagues coming together, catching up, learning 
new things and having a laugh.  That is the very 
essence of FLPA’s Retreats.

As expected, Dr Karl was an absolute hit covering 
close to a million subtopics within his one-hour 
session. The first plenary on Saturday morning 
after the Summer Soiree social function on the 
Friday night, his presentation was fast-paced, 
thought-provoking and energetic – just what the 
delegates needed to invigorate them for the day 
ahead. 

James Linklater Steele’s Kung Fu Panda 
presentation on contraventions, contempt and 
dealing with bad behaviour was enjoyed by 
many, as was the session by Christine Oliver on 
demystifying crypto and what to do when it shows 
up in an asset pool. 

Concurrent session by Tedd Jordan and the Hon 
Michael Kent KC on financial contributions and 
the Hon. Justice Hogan and Margie Kruger’s 
plenary session on managing cases involving 
complex abuse allegations were other well 
received sessions.

Unfortunately, at the very last minute, plenary 
speaker Demetrio Zema was unable to speak 
due to ill health, so the committee worked 
fast to reshuffle some concurrent sessions. A 
special thank you to Justice Hogan and Margie 
Kruger who were able to pivot at the last minute 
to change timeslots. We are hoping to secure 
Demetrio to speak at the 2023 Retreat in June. 

The packed program covered everything from 
domestic and family violence to personal safety, 
superannuation, drafting settlements, and getting 
the most out of the case management pathway.  

The FLPA Retreat subcommittee is so grateful to 
all presenters (listed below), knowing the time 
and effort that they spent preparing for these 
informative sessions. 

From a social perspective, the Retreat once again 
did not let delegates down. Miss Moneypenny’s 
was bursting at the seams for the Mills Oakley-
sponsored ‘Summer Soiree’ on the Friday.  After 
a day of learning, the place was abuzz with the 
lively conversations of friends and colleagues 
catching up.   

Although the social function was very much 
enjoyed, we have certainly taken on feedback 
about the size and loudness of the venue for next 
year’s social function. 

Once again, sponsors and exhibitors were central 
to the success of the event. Thank you to all of 
the sponsors and exhibitors. FLPA acknowledges 
your support and is grateful for the relationship 
we have together. We hope to work with you all 
again in 2023. 

VOLUME OF RAIN: 

0 mm

NUMBER OF BLUE 
COCKTAILS AT THE 
SUMMER SOIREE:   

320

NUMBER OF SITTING 
AND FORMER  
JUDICIAL  
OFFICERS IN 
ATTENDANCE: 

NUMBER OF 
DELEGATES  
IN ATTENDANCE: 

322
NUMBER OF 
PRESENTERS:

29

NUMBER OF 
SESSIONS: 

16

6

NUMBER OF SELFIES TAKEN WITH DR KARL

IMMEASURABLE
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RETREAT FEEDBACK 
Thank you to all of the delegates who provided their feedback on this year’s event. Although it’s very lovely to 
hear all the positive comments, we do also take very seriously and appreciate the constructive comments and 
feedback which we can use to make the Retreat better each year. 

In addition to our Board’s feedback, we will be using the survey comments in our planning for 2023. Below 
are just a few of the comments from this year. 

“Well done FLPA Board - overall an 
excellent conference and papers were 
generally of great quality.”

“Very well organised. The passport concept 
was great to ensure we interacted with 
sponsors who were mostly very friendly and 
engaging.”

“We may have outgrown Peppers and Miss 
Moneypenny’s. I would have liked some 
more space at times.”

“While the Friday evening drinks event was enjoyable, 
perhaps a sit-down dinner would be better.” 

“Fantastic event. Well run, great 
catering, great program and great 
presenters.”

Plenary speakers
• Hon. Deputy Chief Justice Robert McClellend
• Hon. Justice Catherine Carew
• Hon. Justice Jenny Hogan
• Senior Judicial Registrar Anne-Marie Rice
• Senior Judicial Registrar Bruce Thiele
• Dr Karl Kruszelnicki
• Margie Kruger
• Karen Oakley
• Kylie Heenan
• Leah Walsh 
• Leyton Cronk
• Megan Thornton 

Concurrent speakers 
• Judge Amanda Tonkin 
• Judge Vicki Loury 
• Hon. Michael Kent KC 
• Tedd Jordan 
• Craig Coulsen 
• James Linklater-Steele 
• Mark Sayers 
• Tom FitzGerald  
• Christine Oliver 
• Craig Nicol 
• Geoff Duffield 
• Jason Bettles 
• Jennifer Veitch 
• Murray Howlett
•  Thea Davies
•  Mitchell Grimmond

A very big thank you to our 2022 Retreat presenters
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Here are just a few snapshots of the  
wonderful few days. To see many more photos  

from the FLPA Retreat, visit Photos / Family  
Law Retreat 2022 in the Members section. 

RETREAT SCRAPBOOK
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FLPA is proud and privileged to have a wonderful relationship with many organisations in the family law 
arena and we are honoured to partner with them to support the FLPA Retreat. 

Together with the FLPA team, sponsors make the Retreat the success it is.  

Thank you once again to our wonderful sponsors and exhibitors of the Family Law Retreat. We are very 
grateful for the ongoing relationship. We look forward to continuing to work with you and your ongoing 
support. We hope members will continue to support you and your businesses. 

SUPER SUPPORT FROM OUR SPONSORS



ROUNDTABLE SUMMER 2022 13

A heartfelt thanks to our sponsors:

Major sponsors 
• Pilot Partners 
• Plenti 
• Acumentis Pty Ltd 
 
Plenary sponsors

• AACP – Australian Association of  
 Collaborative Professionals
• Phillips Family Law 

Concurrent session sponsors
• O’Reilly Shaw Lawyers
• Divorce Hub
• Catton & Tondelstrand Lawyers
• Cudmore Legal
• Focus Family Law
 
Exhibitors

• Jones Lang LaSalle
• Herron Todd White
• Just Fund
• Family Property
• McAdam Siemon Business Advisors
 
Retreat Welcome Gift sponsor – Sarah Cleeland Mediations •  
College of Law • DA Family Lawyers

Welcome Drinks sponsor – Nexia Australia 

Retreat Cocktail Party sponsor – Mills Oakley

Post Retreat Drinks sponsor – Lander & Rogers

Lanyard sponsor – Private Mediation Pty Ltd – Michael Maguire

Yoga on the Beach sponsor – Caesar Lawyers 

Water Bottle sponsor – Jones Lang LaSalle
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THE 2023 
RETREAT - DATES 
& NEW VENUE 
As most of you know, the Retreat is outgrowing 
Peppers Noosa and – with no other suitable venues 
at Noosa with facilities and size to accommodate us 
– the FLPA Retreat is moving south to the Gold Coast 
for 2023.

Returning to the cooler months, the Retreat will be 
held from Thursday 8 to Saturday 10 June 2023 
at the luxurious and large QT in Staghorn Avenue, 
Surfers Paradise.

With the larger venue, the 2023 Retreat will not only 
be able to accommodate the many more delegates 
who missed out on registering for this year, but we 
will explore an exciting new space and locale for our 
event. 

Keep an eye out for news on early-bird registration 
and the program via RoundTable, email and social 
media. 

CALL FOR PRESENTATION TOPIC IDEAS FOR  
2023 RETREAT
With the 2023 Retreat fast approaching, it’s back to 
business immediately to organise next year’s Retreat 
and the FLPA Board are already working on the 
program. 

We have many suggestions in the survey feedback 
on topics for 2023. If any members have any more 
ideas, please contact FLPA President Rebecca Horsley 
on rh@qldbar.asn.au. 

Call For Call For 
TopicsTopics

mailto: rh@gldbar.asn.au
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FAMILY VIOLENCE TWILIGHT 
SEMINAR REVIEW 
FLPA members enjoyed the very interesting 
discussion on the pervasive topic of family violence 
at a Twilight seminar at Grant Thornton on 13 
October. 

Barrister and FLPA Board member Matt Taylor 
chaired the session with Twilight panel members 
– Judge Demack, Federal Circuit and Family Court 
of Australia (Division 2), Tom FitzGerald, Family 
Consultant and Social Worker, Shannon Daykin, 
Daykin Family Law Director and FLPA Board member, 
and Belinda Cox, Team Leader Safer Community 
Culture, Brisbane Domestic Violence Service, Micah 
Projects.  

Together they discussed how family violence might 
be dealt with in parenting cases where there is 
cogent evidence that:

• a party (the aggrieved) has been the victim of 
violence, and

• the aggrieved has been traumatised by that 
violence and continues to experience trauma.

If you missed this seminar/webinar or any others, 
don’t forget they are available for purchase in FLPA’s 

Webinar shop online.

The Twilight’s PowerPoint presentation is also 
available free to download in Members  - 
Presentations, Papers and Reports – Twilight 
PowerPoint presentations or Twilight seminar 
papers. 

INAUGURAL SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
COMPLETES PLT 
The inaugural winner of the joint FLPA/College of 
Law PLT scholarship Tegan Doherty graduated 
from the College of Law recently and enjoyed the 
graduation celebration on the College of Law rooftop 
on 2 November.

Awarded the scholarship in 2020, Tegan is pictured 
here with College of Law Director Ann-Maree David 
who was thrilled with her achievements.

 Full of praise for the scholarship initiative, Tegan 
said that the opportunity has changed her life and 
spearheaded her career in a fabulous direction. She 
has recently commenced working as an Associate to 
the Honourable Justice Carew.   

The winner of the 2022 PLT scholarship will be 
announced shortly. 

 

https://www.flpa.org.au/members/papers-and-presentations/
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FREE TRAINING DAY FOR ASPIRING 
COURT EXPERTS 
FLPA was proud to host a free training day for 
more than 15 aspiring court experts and family 
report writers on 8 October 2022 at the Park 
Regis Hotel. 

Held in conjunction with Legal Aid Queensland, 
the program was aimed at professionals with 
social science qualifications and a background 
in working with families and/or children such 
as psychologists and social workers in private 
practice. 

The one-day conference provided attendees with 
information they needed to write family reports in 
parenting proceedings before the Courts.

 FLPA thanks the experienced family report 
writers, independent children’s lawyers and 

barristers who generously donated their time 
and expertise presenting at the event - Judge 
Lapthorn - Federal Circuit and Family Court of 
Australia (Division 2), Barrister Karen Oakley, Tom 
Fitzgerald, Erylin Rees, Julie Broadhurst, Mary-Ann 
Huth, Sue Duncan and Doris Chan. 

 Thank you too to the other facilitators on the day 
- Kyle Terrance, Jennifer Lee, Sarah Toohey, Susan 
Tambling, Dan Bottrell and Clare Dart. A special 
thanks for Toni Bell from Legal Aid Queensland 
for assisting with the event’s organisation.  

 With great feedback from the day, FLPA will 
organise a subsequent separate training day on 
cross examination of report writers which will be 
suitable for both practitioners and report writers.

Queensland University of Technology law student 
Nicole Johnson has been awarded the Federal 
Magistrate Keith Slack Memorial Prize – Family Law 
at the Faculty of Business and Law Prize Ceremony 
on 21 September 2022. 

Awarded to the student with the best performance 
in the unit LLB243 Family Law, Nicole was extremely 
appreciative to FLPA for the award. 

She was particularly so grateful for the mentorship 
opportunity which accompanies the award.

“I feel extremely honoured to have been given 
this mentorship opportunity, and am excited to 
learn from and be guided by esteemed and highly 
respected individuals in the profession, particularly 
in my final year of study,” Nicole said. 

Nicole said she has always had an interest in family 
law and is currently gaining some work experience at 
a firm practising in family law. 

“When I began studying the unit in 2021, I was 
surprised at how comfortable and natural it felt for 
me analysing complex family law scenarios.”

With the plan to graduate at the end of 2023, Nicole 
said she was attracted to study law by the challenges 
that the field offers and the enjoyment she would 
receive in helping people navigate the complexities 
of the legal system.

FM SLACK QUT PRIZE WINNER 
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FLPA RETREAT 2023

FLPA’s flagship two-day conference will return to 
the Gold Coast for 2023. 

WHEN: Thursday 8 – Saturday 10 June 2023 

WHERE: QT Surfers Paradise 

Stay tuned for registration information. 

UPCOMING FLPA
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & OTHER EVENTS

HEADS UP

The expansion of Lighthouse will mean that 
risk screening, triage and differentiated case 
management, including the Evatt List will be: 

• available in 15 family law registries, increasing
from 3 during the pilot period; and

• offered to any party filing parenting only, and
parenting and financial orders.

To find out how to identify the risk at the point of 
filing and what to expect with the changes, read the 
recent Updates to the profession here. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE 
FEDERAL CIRCUIT AND 
FAMILY COURT OF 
AUSTRALIA (FAMILY LAW) 
RULES 2021 
Amendments have been made to the Federal Circuit 
and Family Court of Australia (Family Law) Rules 2021 
which commenced on Monday, 28 November 2022, 
with the exception of the costs schedule, which will 
commence on 1 January 2023.

These changes include amendments that have been 
made following feedback from, and consultation 
with, the profession. The Courts consulted with 
17 stakeholders, being the State and Territory Bar 
Associations (aside from in WA), as well as the 
Australian Bar Association, Law Council of Australia 
and National Legal Aid.

Notably, the changes include the removal of the 
requirement to file a Parenting Questionnaire 
or Financial Questionnaire with every Initiating 
Application seeking parenting or financial orders 
respectively. A questionnaire is now only required to 
be filed where a party has not filed an affidavit with 
their Initiating Application or Response to Initiating 
Application. This will make the filing process more 
efficient and cost effective for parties.

The amending instrument, the Federal Circuit and 
Family Court of Australia (Family Law) Amendment 
(Measures No.1 2022) Rules 2022, is now published 

on the Federal Register of Legislation.

The amendments to the costs schedule in the Federal 
Circuit and Family Court of Australia (Division 2) (Family 
Law) Rules 2021, via the Federal Circuit and Family 
Court of Australia (Division 2) (Family Law) Amendment 
(Costs) Rules 2022, do not commence until 1 January 
2023.

The Update to the Profession details these 
amendments. It is also published on the Courts’ 
website here.

EXPANSION OF THE 
LIGHTHOUSE MODEL
The Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia 
(Division 1) and the Federal Circuit and Family Court 
of Australia (Division 2) have announced they will 
expand the Lighthouse model and the Evatt List from 
28 November 2022.

https://www.fcfcoa.gov.au/news-and-media-centre/updates-profession
https://www.fcfcoa.gov.au/news-and-media-centre/updates-profession/utp-amendments-rules-nov22
https://membership.flpa.org.au/resources/Update%20to%20the%20Profession%20-%20rule%20amendments%20241122.pdf


CHILD SUPPORT CARE ESTIMATOR

The below button takes you to the Child Support Agency’s Care 
Estimator and Child Support/FTB Estimator. Bookmark it for easy 

access and reference.

View website

The Titles Office websit
for industry professionals 
includes:· the Land Titles 
Practice Manual (how to 
complete and lodge land 
registry forms), The fee 

calculator (calculates the 
lodgement fees payable on 

land registry forms), and the 
latest land registry forms.

TITLES OFFICE

FOLLOW US...

FOLLOW FLPA’S 
FACEBOOK

FLPA is now on Facebook!  
Follow us for information, 

news, professional development 
information and competitions. 

https://www.flpa.org.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://twitter.com/flpaq
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640041/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://www.facebook.com/flpaq/
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/building-property-development/titles-property-surveying/titles-property/help/practice-manual
https://processing.csa.gov.au/ChildSupportFormula/CareEstimator.aspx



